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s Figure 1 really a postmaster’s provi-
sional or just a fancy paid mark? That
is the question that still arises when
the New Carlisle, Gaspe, envelope
(Figure 2) makes one of its infrequent
appearance on the market. Recently on sale
in Europe for $200,000, it ranks as the high-
est valued cover in Canadian philately, with
just one other: an 1851 12-penny black
stamp on what is known as the “Paton
cover.”

Only one other Canadian philatelic item,
the 1868 2¢ Large Queen on laid paper, has
reached this monetary value. Whatever
some may think of its authenticity, the
Gaspé envelope is one of Canada’s philatel-
ic gems.

It has graced some better collections
(Table 1), but that provenance does not nec-
essarily silence the critics. E. B. Greenshields
of Montreal, who was offered the cover
around 1903, asked Donald A. King to
examine it for genuineness. King was one of
the more eminent Canadian dealers at the
turn of the century, trading under the name
of his daughter, Emily King.

King consulted a typographical expert
who pronounced the printing of the ornate
boxed Three Pence as contemporary, about
1851. (King was an acquaintance of Henry
Heckler whose prowess with the printing
press is well known. In addition, King had
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been known to deal in “fraudulent” postal
stationery. Perhaps they had nothing to do
with this postmaster’s provisional, but the
turn of the century in Canada was a period
where “new finds” were frequent and, in
some cases, have now been proven to have
been manufactured at that time.)

This examination is also reported by
Canadian philatelic author Fred Jarrett in
his Stamps of British North America
Standard Priced Catalogue. 1t is not known
when the cover was sold by Greenshields to
Ferrary (Figure 3).

Why was the typographic nature of the
marking important? For the answer, one
must go back to the early part of 1851.
Robert W. Kelly, whose name appears in
manuscript on the right of the envelope, was
the part-time postmaster of New Carlisle
and is also reported as the local printer,
although definitive proof of his profession
is still to be found.

In a March 14, 1851, notice, postmasters
were advised of the April 6, 1851, transfer
of responsibility for the post office from the
colonial office in Britain to the provincial
legislature. Also, they were told that the
postage rates would be changed.

Before the introduction of postage stamps
on April 23, 1851, postmasters in larger
offices sometimes used locally made brass
handstamps to denote the charge. More fre-
quently, they followed, like their counter-
parts in smaller offices such as New
Carlisle, the practice of using manuscript
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1921-1962  Maurice Burrus , Burrus Sale, Robson
; Lowe, Nov. 29, 1962
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December 1996

markings. Perhaps Kelly decided to produce

his own postage indicia at this time.
Postmasters’ provisionals originated with

postmasters in the United States who creat-
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ed stamps, which they designed for local
usage, while awaiting the officially issued
stamps. Kelly, as a printer and postmaster,
may have seen examples of such provision-
als. New Carlisle is situated on the sea
(Figure 4), near enough to the Maritime
provinces, where there was a fair amount of
correspondence exchanged with the United
States, particularly New York, for that to
have happened.

The assumption subscribed to by some
experts, including Jarrett, was that Kelly
would have kept a supply of envelopes,
which he would have printed with the ornate
boxed “Three Pence,” ready for sale when
the three penny rate came into effect on
April 6, 1851.

When the cover was written up by C. N.
Richardson in The Canadian Philatelist in
1979, he indicated that “on minute examina-
tion what could be a possible pencilled “3”
can be seen on the extreme right of centre to
the right of “Letter” by the “R” (Figure 5).
Between the writing of Richardson’s column
in 1979 and the illustration by Behr in the
1996 ANPHILEX Private Treaty Sale, the
pencilled “3” was removed (see Figure 2).
According to Richardson this could have
been a sequential number applied by Kelly
to help him account for the envelopes he had
printed.

In addition, experts add the neatness of
the printing to prove their theory. It would

Figure 1: A cleaned and
enhanced example of what
the printed New Carlisle
“Postmaster’s Provisional”
could look like.
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Figure 6: A proof |
example of the 1851
Canadian 6d. stamp |

portraying Prince

Albert, Prince Consort

to Queen Victoria.

Figure 2: The unique
and controversial New
Carlisle “Postmaster’s
Provisional” for sale in
1996 for $200,000.
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Figure 3: The trefoil in a circle
found (enhanced) in the lower
right corner of the envelope is
the mark of Baron Philippe de la
Renotiere von Ferrary. An emi-
nent collector at the turn of the
century, von Ferrary’s collection
was sold at auction in 14 sales

umn, I wrote about the six-
penny Prince Consort 1851
stamps (Figure 6). At the time, I
indicated that I did not know
from where the engraving of
Prince Albert, the Prince
Consort, had originated. Since
the column was written, I have
found references to its origin.
From the very beginning, in
1851, everyone knew where Sir
Sandford Fleming had gotten
his inspiration for the three-
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' during 1921-1925.

done in red, particularly since
these envelopes would have been
sold as prepaid.

Their second point is that the
marking is nothing but a hand-
stamp, although ornate, no differ-
ent from the many others used in
other post offices. In fact, by
1852, Kelly was using a standard
“3d.” handstamp as a paid mark-
ing.

Finally, they view the so-called
manuscript cancellation as noth-
ing more than the endorsement of
the receiver, for filing purposes,
as to the sender’s name and the
date of the letter. This was an
extremely common practice at the
time in both Europe and the

Figure 4: The location of New Carlisle,
Gaspe, in relation to Montreal and
New York.

Americas.

The cover was carried by sea to
Quebec where it received a red
transit mark of “Quebec, April 16,
1851” which indicated that the

stamper felt that the envelope was gen-
uine and prepaid. It then went on its way
to Toronto. Unfortunately, there is no
arrival mark. The nine-day travel time for
the 320 miles between New Carlisle and
Quebec City may seem inordinately
long. It was common at the time.

Until the envelope is certified by a rep-
utable authority, it will always be ques-
tioned. Even after examination, it might
still be impossible to prove if the ornate
printed boxed “Three Pence” was con-
temporary. However, as Kenneth Rowe,
chairman of CAPEX ’96 and currently
president of The Vincent Graves Greene

Figure 5: An enlarged photo of
the right side portion of the enve-
lope showing the (enhanced)
pencilled “3” believed to be an
accounting mark inscribed by the
Postmaster of New Carlisle,
Robert W. Kelly.

also be unlikely, the theory continues, that
Kelly would have both stamped the enve-
lope and then cancelled it with his manu-
" script signature when he could have just as
well inscribed a large manuscript “3” in the
same pen and ink.

This is where the opposing set of experts
comes into play. Their view is that the ornate
boxed “Three Pence” marking, being in
black, would indicate a nonpayment of the
fee. Indication of prepayment is normally

Philatelic Research Foundation, the orga-
nization whose expert committee is rec-
ognized as the authority in certifying
Canadian philatelic material, wrote in
The Canadian Philatelist letter to the edi-
tor in response to C. N. Richardson’s arti-
cle, “it might be possible to establish by
microscopic examination whether the fil-
ing [endorsement] note is over or under
the printed impression.”

Although many owners of this cover,
including Stanley Gibbons Ltd., who gave it
catalogue status (SG1), were content with
its authenticity, many other students of the
period are not. The end of this story is yet to
come. It proves that there still is research to
be done on early Canadian material and that
research in philately includes the social,
economic and political history of the period.
In the December 1997, O Canada col-

penny beaver and the 12-penny

portrait of Queen Victoria.
However, it was not until April 1946, that
Gerald E. Wellburn revealed the informa-
tion relating to the origins of the Prince
Albert stamp. In an article in Popular
Stamps (Vol. IX, No. 3) he wrote:

“Accompanying this paper is a reproduction
of an engraving, which has been in my col-
lection for many years, and which is
undoubtedly the source of the portrait of the
6d. stamp. The steel engraving is approxi-
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Figure 7: The Egleton
engraving (circa 1840)
of Prince Albert which,
it is believed, was Sir
Sandford Fleming’s
inspiration for Canada’s
Scott 2.

‘mately eight by eleven inches, and is

inscribed in fine script at the bottom:
‘Prince Albert. Engraved under the super-
intendence of Mr. Chas. Heath by W H.
Egleton from a drawing by W. Drummond,
Esq.’ and below is the printer’s imprint in
small capitals ‘John & Fredk. Tallis,
London, Edinburgh & Dublin.’”

Wellburn goes on to say that the engraving
(Figure 7) is not dated but that he feels it
would have been made around 1840 when the
Prince was 21. Although little is known about
Egleton and Drummond, history records that
Charles Heath was the father of Frederick
Heath and it is assumed that both father and
son were responsible for the engraving of
Queen Victoria for the United Kingdom’
first stamp — the famous Penny Black in
1840. Charles Heath died in 1848, v
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