uring the 1950s, the Canadian

Post Office Department issued a

dozen stamps in support of Can-

ada’s annual National Wildlife
Week. The Wildlife series includes a 5¢
Beaver stamp, Scott 336, issued April
1, 1954.

The stamps in the complete series,
pictured in Figure 1, were issued in
1953 (Scott 320, 322, 323 and 324);
1954 (Scott 335, 336 and 343); 1955
(Scott 352 and 353); 1956 (Scott 360
and 361) and 1957 (Scott 369).

The 5¢ Beaver stamp was issued
in panes of 100 subjects, perforated
gauge 12. The Canadian Bank Note

Co. (CBN) laid down two plates to
produce 51,450,000 Beaver stamps.

While most writers and catalog ed-
itors report this number, the web site
of the Canadian Postal Archives states
that 61,978,500 stamps were pro-
duced. If one adds the booklet stamp
numbers (10,527,500) to the catalog
numbers, the total is 61,977,500,
making the difference in reported
numbers only 1,000 stamps.

The 5¢ Beaver was the first Canadian
commemorative issued in booklet
format. The first-day cover in Figure 2
shows a booklet pane of five (plus its
bilingual label) affixed. Each booklet

=
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contained one such pane. Figure 3
shows proof impressions of the label,
with the approved label in the center.

It was the first Canadian stamp
booklet to be produced with only bi-
lingual text (English and French) on
the covers. From that point on, all
booklet covers issued by Canada’s
postal service were bilingual. Prior
to April 1954, booklet covers were
either printed in English, French
or bilingual text formats. Most of
the Beaver booklets were stapled
(2,004,000) while a small number
were stitched (101,500).

Emanuel Otto Hahn (1881-1957)

Figure 1. Canada’s 12-stamp wildlife series of the 1950s includes the 5¢ blue Beaver stamp of 1954, Scott 336 (upper right).

First Day of Issue

CANADA

v

me/zior FINANCIAL SERVICES

Hgmez.Aﬁrst-dayooverforme1§48eaverbookletpanewhlchmdudedﬁvescstampsand Fgure3.Proofsoftheb|||nguaIbooklet
a label promoting the use of postal money orders. Courtesy of Canadian Postal Archives (CPA).
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label for the Beaver issue. The approved
corrected version in the center. Courtesy of cPA.
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Figure 4. From left to right, artists who created the 5¢ Beaver design: designer Emanuel Hahn, modeler Herman Schwariz, and engraver Silas
Robert Allen. Schwartz was also the designer of the 50¢ Bluenose stamp of 1929, Canada Scott 158. Courtesy of CPA.

was responsible for the designs of LS 21T L 1S Tt -
many of the stamps in the Wildlife se-
ries, including the 5¢ Beaver. Hahn, C I\I L) ,A\ 4{1
shown at left in Figure 4, was born in 7
Reutlingen, Germany, in 1881, and
immigrated to Canada with his family
in 1888. Hahn was one of the three
founding members of the Sculptor’s
Society of Canada in 1928, and he
became the group’s first president.
The study of wildlife was a passion
for Hahn that is reflected in his writings,
sculpting, and designs of stamps and
coins. In addition to the Wildlife series
he also designed two 1953 issues: the
$1 Totem Pole stamp (Scott 321) and
the 4¢ Coronation stamp (Scott 330).

CAN;A:DAW

—osTE R = o T

Figure 6. A Hahn sketch for a 3¢ Beaver stamp, and the completed design. Courtesy of CPA. Figure 7. Approved models for the Wildlife
issue, prepared by Schwartz. Courtesy of CPA.
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Figure 8. Die proofs prepared for approval and comments. The proofs at left and center bear notations made by an unknown hand. The one on
the right is the approved version signed by the Deputy Postmaster General, W. J. Turnbull. Courtesy of CPA.

Herman Herbert Schwartz (1885-
1962) was the modeler for the stamp.
Schwartz, shown at center in Figure
4, was born in Nova Scotia on May
13, 1885, and showed no interest in
the family spice business founded by
his grandfather in 1841.

In 1909, at the age of 19, he was
hired as an apprentice by the American
Bank Note Co. of Ottawa, where he
worked for 47 years, retiring in 1956.
He contributed work on 154 stamps
of Canada, including his design of one
of Canada’s most famous stamps: the
1929 50¢ Bluenose (Scott 158).

Silas Robert Allen (1888-1958) en-
graved the picture designed by Hahn.
Allen, shown at right in Figure 4, was
a master steel engraver, born in Ot-
tawa in 1888. He also was a well-
known oil painter and photographer.

His first worked with the British
American Bank Note Co., but in 1922

WIQWMWMWWHﬂnﬂmﬂndmuﬂnbnmdmmachst.muhmmmm 5

he began work for CBN, a subsidiary of
American Bank Note. He engraved 62
stamps for Canada, including the 1954
Queen Elizabeth 11 definitives, Scott
337-342, and most of the Wildlife se-
ries. He also engraved a number of
stamps for the Bahamas and Norway.
Hahn started working on the 5¢ Bea-
ver design in May 1953 and prepared
two 4¢ designs, of which the one with

NATIONAL WILDLIFE - BEAVER
FAUNE SAUVAGE DU
GANADIAN BANK NOTE GO, LIMITED, OTTAWA N9

= ZEy TR

'3
7*3—5’33 DIRECTOR OF FINANCIAL snn#m ,{;
20 Foer c)v.;:; : ‘

. i e,

CANADA - CASTOR

the beaver facing right was retained
for further consideration (Figure 5).

Originally the beaver was proposed
as a 4¢ denomination, the domestic
letter rate introduced July 1, 1951.
The local letter and postcard rates at
the time were 3¢.

In August, Hahn was asked by the
Post Office Department to change
the value of the stamp from 4¢ to 3¢.

EE— i

Figure 9. Dle proof of the approved margmal insenphons Courtesy of CPA.
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U.S. MINT F-VF, NH
SUPER SALE

Scott# Price | Scott# Price
658-68...270.00

TERMS: VF - XF add 50%. MC, Visa, American Express
Accepted. U.S. Postage accepted at full face value as
payment. Postage and Handling $2.50. Lightly Hinged
less 25%. Send for Complete 30 Page U.S. Pricelist.

Fort Pitt

Philatelics, Inc.
P.0. Box 6009, Pittsburgh, PA 15211

Phone 412-431-3800 |
W= ozt e
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A sketch of the proposed 3¢ stamp
is shown at top in Figure 6, based
on the previous 4¢ approved design.
It is dated August 17 and signed by
Hahn. He turned this into a more
complete design later that month,
shown at right in Figure 6.

On Sept. 30, 1953, L. J. Miles,
the director of Financial Services
(the department responsible for the
Philatelic Bureau), approved a photo
model prepared by Schwartz with a
miniature of the stamp noting, “Ap-
proved/subject to the year of issue

Figure 11. Enlargement of a black
die proof showing the new value
tablet added. courtesy of CPA.

‘1954’ being made more obscure”
(Figure 7).

Previous Hahn designs had shown
1953 as the year of issue.

The production of the stamp die was
turned over to Allen. He submitted a
brown progressive die proof to his boss
or to the Post Office for consideration
on Nov. 2, 1953 (Figure 8, left). It is
unclear as to who wrote the comments
requiring changes to the die. These in-
cluded: “strengthen & graduate lines
across top but not to trees or animal”;
“two lowest points on maple leaf are

Choice Early Classics...

CANADA * BNA

...to Modern Varieties

Our Price

US$ 1,995.00

(Or 5 monthly payments
of US$ 399.00 each)

Normal

FUNDY

Missing Black

CANADA 726b

VF NH

Visit us on the web at:

(www.saskatoonstamp.com )

See our on-line shopping cart for
Canadian and BNA stamps and literature.

WANTED: CANADIAN ERRORS
inverts <+ misperfs <« imperforates
missing colours < colour shifts
printed on gum « better varieties

$1 Fundy Missing Black Inscriptions in well
centred right sheet margin block of 4, with normal single to compare. A
lovely error of which only 200 examples are recorded.

F-VF NH single in stock @ US$ 400.00

Internationally Recognized as a Leading Dealer in Canadian Errors and Varieties

SASKATOON STAMP CENTRE

P.O. Box 1870, Saskatoon, SK S7K 352 CANADA
Call TOLL FREE 1-800-205-8814 in North America
Ph: (306) 931-6633

o

CS $4,000.00

Fax: (306) 975-3728
E-mail: ssc@saskatoonstamp.com

£ A @&
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Figure 12. Two die proofs on card showing
comments made by L. J. Miles, director of Fi-
nancial Services. Courtesy of CPA.

two sharp on angle from stem... too
pendulant”; and, “darken tree line &

%&.25’5'3

2 Blue

slightly below but NOT area in corner
on lakeshore... ditto on other side.”
Another progressive die proof (Figure

Thousands of lllustrated Covers On Our
Brand New Easy To Use Website

www.coverspecialist.com

The finest covers are available to you
in the comfort of your own home.
Visit our website and see why we are
the leading dealer of the following covers:

* Pan American Clippers * Cuban Flights
* Early Flight Covers * WWII Patriotics
* Zeppelins/Hindenburgs * Autographs on US Covers
* Philippine Flights * Early First Days

Howard Hughes Record Flight Around The World

HOWARD WUGHES -

= g —
VIAEIR MAIL
/\/«;»\7 '\M

ik sz

Autographed by Howard Hughes, Dick Stoddart, & Harry
Connor. Very Fine Condition.
If you are without internet access contact us

Pt LSS to receive our color illustrated brochures of
PFUREATE the above covers.

10 Chestnut Drive, Bedford, NH 03110
1-800-332-3383

Figure 13. Final approval by the Deputy Postmaster General, Dec. 28, 1953. Courtesy of CPA.

Join America’s Premier
Stamp Collector’s Club
THE AMERICAN
PHILATELIC
SOCIETY

Privileges of membership include:
* Award-Winning Magazine
* Extensive Research Library
* Authoritative Expertizing Service
* Informative Website — www.stamps.org
* Secure Internet Sales — www.StampStore.org
* Low-Cost Stamp Insurance
* Mail Sales Circuit Service
* ONE LoW membership fee
* and much, much more!
Send for your free membership
brochure today!

100 Match Factory Place, Dept. TJ
Bellefonte, PA 16823

Phone 814-933-3803 ¢« Fax 814-933-6128
Online at www.stamps.org

We share your pasxion
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Figure 14. Half-pane of 50 plate proofs in ultramarine, with Miles’ approval signature extending
diagonally across several subjects at lower right. Courtesy of CPA.

ON165-9... 840

aN316-25., 10.95
aN137abkit 525
M32..... 125

ON335-7..
ON359-76

145
. 28.00
340
1.15
3.00
1.85
1.05
30.00

1074-85... 7.70 50.00
1074-85 12.00

(less 82).. 7.10 5.00
1074-85.... 7.70 265
1074,6-82, 165

. 150
. 325
. 450
. 115

-3.

. 150
. 425
. 115 i .. 260
. 160 B855-9...... INB137-40 1.75
TERMS: Payment with order please. Five day return privilege. Alternate
choices appreciated. Checks, money orders, VISA, MasterCard,
American Express, Discover, and full gum U.S. postage at face value
accepted for payment. Add $2.00 for insurance. California residents
include 7.75% sales tax. Free pricelist included or upon request.

MARLIN LARSON, INC.

217 Country Garden Lane, San Marcos, CA 92069
Phone (760) 744-1435 ¢ Fax (760) 744-5119

8, center) was prepared making the
corrections requested and submitted to
the same individual whose comments
on November 12 were, “correct by
added emphasis/rock cleft that looks
like beaver right leg.”

Again the correction was made and
the Deputy Postmaster General, W. J.
Turnbull, approved the brown die proof

for production on November 13 (Figure
8, right).

While this was going on, work was
being done on other parts of the printing
plate. On November 20, Miles approved
the marginal inscriptions (Figure 9).

Sometime in late November or early
December, the government decided to
increase the postage rates by 1¢, effec-

Dollar Stamp Store

Where every stamp, set, souvenir sheet,
sheetlet, cover, maximum card,
first day leaf and more, is only $1

Search for thousands of items by country, region, topic,
type. Nothing could be easier!

www.dollarstampstore.com

e

UNITED NATIONS PERSONALIZED ISSUES!
OFFICIAL U.N. HONG KONG 2004 SHEET $75.00

The United Nations Postal Administration attended the Hong Kong 2004 Stamp
Expo from Jan. 30 - Feb. 3 and issued a special 37-cent Sheet with a Red & Blue
border honoring the “Year of the Monkey”. Only 1,000 of this Official U.N. sheet
were issued and quickly SOLD OUT. We are fortunate to have a small supply of the
M/S available at ONLY $75.00 (plus $6.00 shipping).Strict Limit 1 per customer. We
expect the UN to issue one or two of these personalized sheets per year. If these are
included in album supplements for 2004, prices will rise sharply.

ESSEN 2004 - ONLY 2000 ISSUED - $35.00

HENRY GITNER PHILATELISTS, INC.

Philately - the quiet excitement!

53 Highland Ave., P.0. Box 3077, Middletown, NY 10940
1-800-947-8267 (94-STAMP) 845-343-5151 Fax 845-343-0068

@
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New Issues, Want List Service
Dale Enterprises Inc.
“One-of-a-Kind” items,
U.S. Classic, Airmails, Errors,
Officials, Periodicals, etc...
Desiesco Inc.
Worldwide

DMS Stamps
U.S.A. & Worldwide

Douglas Cook Inc.
Worldwide, Topicals, Gold
and Silver Foil Stamps

E. Edward Humphreys
U.S. & British

Europapost.com
U.S. Stamps, Covers

Genesis Stamp Company
Worldwide and United States
Airmail, U.S. Revenues, B.O.B.,
Canada, Italy and Colonies

Guillaume Vadeboncoeur
Canada & BNA, British
Commonwealth & Worldwide
issues with focus on quality
items and elusive issues.

Herrick Stamp Company
Worldwide, Topical,
Hard-to-Find Stamps

Housatonic Collectibles
19th Century U.S., German
Area, British Commonwealth

James Juracek
Europe, Scandinavia &
Worldwide Selections

James John Rydzewski
Scouts, Music Instruments,
Composers, Butterflies,
Insects, Sports, Chess,
Flowers, Orchids. Worldwide
Topicals, Mint, Used, First
Day Covers, Maximum Cards,
Cancels, Postal Stationery

Scott or Michel items

Philip S. Horowitz
(since 1956)
Worldwide, especially Canada,
Newfoundland & Provinces
Philip Kuehnle Stamp Co.
U.S. year sets,
popular sets, Sheets
Postage Stamp Brokers
Worldwide

Prairie Stamps
Better European & Worldwide

Regency Stamps
U.S.A., British Commonwealth,
German-related areas,
Worldwide Singles & Sets

RG Enterprises
Worldwide, U.S., Possessions

Richard Sonshine
U.S., World, Mint, Used,
Precancels, FDC, Covers,
PNC, Lots, Want Lists Filled,
Email Price List Available.
Bargains, 1000’s Under $.10
Each, 13,000+ StampFair
Auctions as Rick MS.Email:
R254MS @aol.com

Robert F. Derkits
U.S. new and old, used, unused
Rocky Mountain Stamps
United States
and Worldwide Classics
Ron Gates Stamps
U.S., Worldwide, Europe, B.C.
Saltfieet Stamps
Canada, Great Britain,
Commonwealth, World,
Topicals, New Issues
Sam Houston Duck Co.
Duck Stamps, Auctions, Errors

Interested in becoming an online dealer? Contact us at
1-866-501-6063 or sales@zillionsofstamps.com

http://www.zillionsofstamps.com

Worldwide - Stamps and Covers

Steve Robbins
U.S. (including Commemorative
Panels), Western Europe,
Great Britain and
Commonwealth, Japan,
Ryukyu, and South Pacific
including Papua New Guinea

Sunset
U.S. Pre-1940, Airmail,
BOB, Collections
SWSTAMPS
U.S. Mint, used, BOB,
Canada, United Nations,
British Empire, Worldwide
Terry Orr
Better U.S. and WW
Singles and Sets
The Classic Collector
Classic and rare stamps

The Stamp Museum
United States, China,

Unique Estate Appraisals
U.S. and Worldwide
Stamps & Supplies

Universal Philatelic Service
Topical and Worldwide Sets
and Souvenir Sheets, Packets,
Collections, Lots and
Wholesale Dealer Stock
University Stamp Shop

United States and Worldwide

Stamps and Covers

Village Hobby
U.S., Canada

Washington Stamp Co.
China, France

Williams Stamps
British Colonies
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tive April 1, 1954, the day the new Wild-
life stamps were to be issued.

The local letter and the postcard rates
were raised from 3¢ to 4¢, and the do-
mestic letter rate went from 4¢ to 5¢.

With the rate change, the Post Of-
fice Department also took the oppor-
tunity to transfer the Beaver design to
the domestic letter rate. They asked
Hahn to do some rough sketches show-
ing only the denomination in detail.

He made two tracings, labeled A and
B, along with a blow-up of tracing A
(Figure 10). Of the three tracings, only
tracing B is dated: Dec. 11, 1953.

On the same day, CBN superim-
posed a new 5¢ value tablet on an
existing 3¢ black die proof and sent
it for approval (Figure 11).

Miles returned the die proof De-
cember 14, suggesting that, “the de-
nomination ‘5’ be substituted for that
supplied by artist marked ‘tracing A".”
This was done, again by adding only
the value tablet, and Miles approved
the design on December 16 subject
to, “the background of 5¢ matching
that on original 3¢ model (proof)”
(Figure 12).

At this point the color was changed
and a new die proof in blue was pre-
pared and submitted for approval to
Turnbull who did so on December 28
(Figure 13).

From that point on, CBN continued
working on the production of the stamp.
On Jan. 15, 1954, Miles approved the
booklet tabs, and on January 26 he ap-
proved the plate proof sheet of which
a partial pane of 50 is in the Canadian
Postal Archives (Figure 14). The plate
proofs were printed in an ultramarine
blue while the stamps themselves were
printed in a somewhat lighter blue.

Hahn was such a famous artist in his
time that the Post Office Department let
him put the initial of his surname “H”
on most of the designs he prepared.
On the Beaver it is found in the lower
left corner. In addition, Hahn was well
known in the philatelic community, and
stamps or covers bearing his autograph
are frequently offered for sale. He usu-
ally signed his name on the selvage of
stamps but sometimes the signature is
found on the stamp itself. "
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