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'V CHARLES J.G.

anada’s contribution to Stamp Collect-
ing Month 2000 is a series of four at-
tractive whale stamps issued October 2.

Thirty-five species of whales are recorded
in Canada; 21 are regular inhabitants of our
waters and the other 14 are occasional visi-
tors to our shores. Two baleen whales, blue
and bowhead, and two toothed whales, belu-
ga and narwhal, are featured on the stamps.
All but the blue whale have been seen on
Canadian stamps before.

Canada previously issued five stamps for
the world’s largest mammal and its cetacean
family. The first was in 1968 when 24,150,000
copies of a five-cent domestic letter stamp
showing a narwhal (Scott 480) in the Arctic
Ocean were printed in panes of 50 (Figure
1). The background color of this stamp is
sea green. Blue background stamps exist
but are caused by exposure to light and are
not legitimate color varieties.

The second whale stamp (Scott 814) was
produced in 1979, again in panes of 50, and
showed the bowhead whale. Sixteen million
of the 35 cent airmail-rate stamps were
issued.

Three definitives in the 1987-91 mammals
series showed whales. A killer whale is
found on the 57 cent (Scott 1173), the harbor
porpoise on the 63 cent (Scott 1176) and the
beluga whale on the 78 cent (Scott 1179).

The first two stamps paid the second
weight rate for domestic mail when they
were issued and the third paid the airmail
rate from January to December 1990. The
killer whale was first issued on Rolland
paper stock on Jan. 18, 1988, and then again
on Harrison paper on September 26 of that
year.

The harbor porpoise was printed on
Peterborough paper only but comes with
two perforations (13 x 13 and 14 x 14) both
of which were issued on Dec. 28, 1990. The
beluga whale stamp also had two perfs with
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Figure 2: From the first proving
of the whales sheet. The
numbers represent changes
requested by the design
manager, Bill Danard, prior to
the next proving.

the perf 14 x 14 issued on Jan. 12, 1990, and
the 13 x 13 version sometime in April 1990.
Because these are definitives, Canada Post
does not release the numbers printed or
sold.

In addition, there are two other whale-
related stamps. A nonidentified whale is
found on the lower right corner of the stamp
honoring the St. Lawrence River in the third
set of Heritage Rivers issued Aug. 10, 1993
(Scott 1488), and the tail of another is on the
Newfoundland stamp in the third series of
the Scenic Highways issued March 31, 1999
(Scott 1783).

This year’s four 46-cent stamps will be
issued in panes of 16. There will be 500,000
panes for a total of eight million stamps.
The stamps are horizontal in format, are
perfed 13+ and have general tagging on four
sides (Figure 2).

They are printed on Tullis Russell coated
paper with PVA gum in an eight-color litho-
graphy process. This large number of colors
required two passes through the press (Figure
3). A second pass is normally required to
print the tagging on the stamps as this print-
ing cannot be done on wet inks. The second
pass allowed a second yellow to be added to
soften the denominations and an additional
black ink pass was used to increase the inten-
sity of the whales’ coloring.

Originally, the design manager, Bill
Danard, looked at having realistic pho-
tographs of whales but he discarded this
idea quickly because it was very difficult to
get existing photos that showed the whales
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in the positions required for stamp produc-
tion and the commissioning of specialized
photographers to take the required pictures
would have proven too expensive. His
choice then fell on the digitalized manipula-
tion of existing photographs.

At least 10 different designs were pro-
duced for consideration before the final
selection was made. Keith Martin of two (2)
cats. Working inc. of Vancouver, British
Columbia, designed the stamps. He says
that his main concern was scale. “How does
one portray the majesty of the largest living
mammal ever on a stamp?”

He also wanted to show the range of sizes
and characteristics of the chosen whales in
relation to each other. He says that the solu-
tion “was provided by the development of a

Figure 1:
Canadian
stamps
issued prior
to this year
showing
members of
the cetacean
family.

pattern that arranged the different species
into a single scene over the whole stamp
pane. Separately each stamp focuses on one
whale but also carries a fragment of the blue
whale.”

Looking at the design, it is only when the
four stamps are together that the blue
whale is depicted whole. Martin uses the
reflective qualities of metallic inks in the
stamp background to mimic “the play of
light and the movement of currents under-
water.”

In the selvage, he has added a person
kayaking on the surface because he wanted
to “share my life-long experience on the
ocean with small craft and my belief in a
respectful co-existence.”

Continued to page 56
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usage on a lovely cover.
VG+ on VF Cover

Canadian & BNA
Philatelic Literature

Choice Early Classics to Modern Varieties

37d 3¢ Copper Red Perf 12.5 on one of the “Amelia Pickard”
(#159) correspondence covers. Nice strike of St. John NB 2-ring
“7” and FE 1, 1870 cDs, mailed to Halifax, NS. A very early

Unitrade CS § 1,350.00
Our price ... US$ 850.00

PHILATELIC LITERATURE

Fourth Edition now available!

We are the world’s largest retail dealer
in Canadian and BNA literature.

Visit our web site for recently received
titles and other book specials.

Our 128-page Canadian/BNA Literature
price list FREE on REQUEST.
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Canada Domestic and International

Postal Rates and Fees 1870-1999
by Dr. Robert C. Smith and Anthony S. Wawrukiewicz

NEW in 2000!

Long awaited compilation of
the major Canadian Postal
rates. A very valuable postal
history reference.

Postpaid to
respective country:

US$ 31.95 / C$ 44.50

- | International: please call for

exact postage charges

Internationally Recognized as a Leading Buyer of Canadian Errors and Varieties

WANTED: CANADIAN ERRORS

« IMPERFORATES ¢ MISSING COLOURS ¢ INVERTED COLOURS ¢
¢ MISPERFS ¢ COLOUR SHIFTS ¢ PRINTED ON GUM ¢
+ TAGGING ¢ BETTER VARIETIES ¢

Visit our web site for the largest selection of Canadian and BNA philatelic literature.
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Although these stamps were printed with
the most advanced technology available, no
new or original technique was introduced by
Canada Post for the printing of these
stamps. The main concern was the question
of scale. Note on the finished product both
the kayaker on the top right of the sheet and
the scuba diver color identifiers. Both of
these are to scale with the whales. It gives
you an idea of how big the whales really are.

Scale was also an issue throughout the
design process and many of the preliminary
designs for the stamps show this. v

Figure 3: The print-
ing required two
passes through
the press. Note
the additional
color bars on the
top of the imperfo-
rate sheet after
the second pass.

Sixth Natl.
Scout Jamboree
A251

1999, Feb. 6
580 A251 2t multi

Perf. 13%x14%
.20 .20

Surjya Sen (1894-1934), Anti-Colonial

Leader —

1999, Mar. 22
581 A252 4t multi

1999, Apr. 13
582 A253 4t multi

ICC Cricket World

.

A252

Perf. 14%x13%
.20 .20

Sears Tower,
Chicago
A253

Perf. 13%x14%

Cup, % s
England — A254  JIESITH™ BARGLADESK

Designs: 8t, Emblems. 10t, Bangladesh flag,

cricket ball, tiger.

1999, May 11
583 A254 8t multi
584 A254 10t multi

a. So:t:‘znir sheet, #583-584, perf.

Perf. 13%x14%
45 45

No. 584a sold for 30t.

1999, Sept. 5
585 A255 4t multi

Mother Teresa

1910-97)
55

Perf. 13%x14%
25 25

Admission to UN,

1999, Sept. 13
586 A256 8t multi .40 .40

Shaheed
Mohammad
Maizuddin
(1930-84)
A257
1999, Sept. 27 :
587 A257 2t multi .20 .20
Intl. Year of
Older Persons
A258
1999, Oct. 1
588 A258 6t multi .30 .30

World
Habitat
Day
A259

Perf. 14%x13%
.20 .20

1999, Oct. 4
589 A259 4t multi

UPU,

125th

Anniv. o .
1999, Oct. 9 Perf. 14%x13%
590 A260 4t Truck .20 .20
591 A260 4t Motorcycle 20 .20
592 A260 6t Boat 35 .35
593 A260 6t Airplanes 35 .35

a. Somnir sheet, #590-593, perf.
Nos. 590-593 (4)
No. 593a sold for 25t.

140 1.40
1.10 1.10

Sir Jagadis

Chandra Bose
1858-1937),
hysicist

A261

1999 Perf. 13%x14%

594 A261 4t multi .20 .20

BARBADOS

100th Test Cricket
Match at Lord’s
Ground — A174

Designs: 45¢c, Sir Conrad Hunte. 90c, Mal-
colm Marshall. $2, Sir Garfield St. A. Sobers.
$2.50, Lord’s Ground, horiz.

Wmk. 373

2000, May 22 Litho.
978 A174 45c multi
979 A174  90c multi

980 A174  $2 multi 2

Nos. 978-980 (3) 3.

Souvenir Sheet

981 A174 $2.50 multi 250 2.

The Stamp Show 2000, London (#981).

Tieas ik Hnae:

Sites in Barbados — A175

Designs: 5¢, Drax Hall House. 10¢, Reaping
sugar cane, vert. 40c, Needham’s Point Light-
house, vert. 45¢, Port St. Charles. 65¢c, Syna-
%ogue. 70c, Bridgetown port. 90c, Harrison's

ave. $1.15, Villa Nova. $1.40, Cricket at Ken-
sington Oval. $1.75, Sunbury House. $2,
Bethel Methodist Church. $3, Barbados Wild-
life .Reserve, vert. $5, Royal Westmoreland
olf course, vert. $10, Grantley Adams Intl.
irport.

Wmk. 373

2000, May 22 Litho. Perf. 14
962 A175  5c multi 20 20
983 A175  10c multi 20 .20
984 A175 40c multi 40 .40
985 A175 45c multi 45 45
986 A175 65c multi 65 .65
987 A175 ~ 70c multi 0270
988 A175 90c multi .90 .90
989 A175 $1.15 multi 1.10 1.10
990 A175 $1.40 multi 140 1.40
991 A175 $1.75 multi 1.76 1.75
992 A175  $2 multi 2.00 2.00
993 A175  $3 multi 3.00 3.00
994 A175  $5 multi 5.00 5.00
995 A175  $10 multi 10.00 10.00

Nos. 982-995 (14) 27.75 27.75

BARBUDA

All stamps are type of Antigua over-
printed “BARBUDA MAIL.”

Nos. 2103-2106 Ovptd.
Litho. Perf. 14
Sheets of 6

1755 A343 $1.65 #a-f §#2103
1756 A343 $1.65 #a-f (#2104

2000

Souvenir Sheets
1757 A343  $6 multi }#2105 4.50 4.50
1758 A343  $6 multi (#2106) 4.50 4.50
Nos. 2123-2132 Ovptd.
2000
1759-1764 A347 Set of 6 5.50 5.50
heets of 6
1765 A347 $1.65 #a-f (#2129 7.50 7.50
1766 A347 $1.65 #a-f (#2130 7.50 7.50
Souvenir Sheets
1767 A347  $6 multi (#2131)  4.50 4.50
1768 A347  $6 multi (#2132) 4.50 4.50
BELARUS

Truck Type of 1999
Designs: 51,000r, MAZ-6430. 86,000r,
MAZ-4370.

1999, Nov. 15  Litho. = Perf. 13%
322 A96 51,000r multi 20 .20
323 A96 86,000r multi 35 .35

Children’s At — A104

1999, Nov. 25
324 A104 32,000r shown 20 .20
325 A104 59,000r Girl, vert.

No. 326: a, Bear, snow-covered trees. b,
People, snowman.

1999, Nov. 30 Perf. 14x14%
326 A105 30,000r Pair, #a-b, +
central label .25 .25

Christianity, 2000th
Anniv. — A106 S04 50

Designs: 50r, Spaso-Preobrazhenskaya
Church, Polotsk. 75r, St. Atistratig Cathedral,
Slutsk. 100r, Rev, Serafim Sorovsky Church,
Beloozersk.

2000, Jan. 1 Perf. 14%x14

327 A106 50r multi 20 .20

328 A106  75r multi .30 .30

329 A106 100r multi 40 .40

Nos. 327-329 (3) .90 .90
Souvenir Sheet

Christianity, 2000th
Anniversary — A107

The following are all
sound, attractive stamps
with fine or better
centering and original
gum after 1890.
Before this they will have
average to fine centering
and may not have gum.
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TERMS: Payment with order. Five day return privilege. Minimum
order of $20 please. Add $1.10 if you desire insurance. Alternate
choices are appreciated. Calif. residents add sales tax. VISA &
Master-Card accepted. Complete price list included or upon request.

MARLIN LARSON

217 Country Garden Lane, San Marcos, CA 92069
Phone (760) 744-1435 » Fax (760) 744-5119
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