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commemorative issue for the
Economic Conference. The object of the con-
ference was to study and set up Imperial pref-
erential tariffs between the Commonwealth
countries. This was the first conference held
after the 1931 Statute of Westminster that
gave Commonwealth dominions full control
of their foreign affairs. :
The 3¢ value of the commemorative series

(Scott 192, shown in Figure 2) is inscribed
“OTTAWA CONFERENCE 1932” near the
bottom and was issued July 12. The definitive

Dec. 1, 1932 (Canada Scott 195-200).

Ottawa -

Figure 1. Canada’s King George V medallion
design was issued in six denominations on

Figure 2. The earlier
Ottawa Conference 3¢
commemorative
(Scott 192), on which
the 1932 six-value
Medallion definitive
issue is based.

Figure 3. The |
Mackennal head used
for many years on
British coins was
long thought to have
been the basis for
Canada’s Medallion
stamp design of 1932.

stamps are very similar in design, but do not
bear the commemorative inscription.
Both issues show a medallion portrait of

King George V commonly thought to
have been taken from the obverse of
British coins then current (Figure 3).
On close observation, however, the
Medallion stamp portrait shows a
much older king than the coin, which
features the coinage head prepared by
the sculptor to the king, Sir Bertram
Mackennal. As Figure 4 illustrates,
this same younger image was pic-
tured as early as 1912 on British
stamps. The later head of the older
king featured on the Medallion
stamps has also been attributed to
Mackennal.
The 1931 commemorative’s design

proved so popular with the public that
the Post Office Department quickly
decided to retain it when it came time
to replace the lower value Arch defin- |

itives, Scott 162-172, first
issued in 1930 (Figure 5).
The essay for the new 3¢
definitive value was
approved Sept. 14, 1932
by the deputy postmaster
general. The original Tweewwruwey
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engraved plate was pre-
pared and the Post Office
was charged, as per the
contract, $475 plus 3 per-
cent tax for it.
The British American

Bank Note Co. printed the
six values. Each denomination was printed in
sheets of 400 stamps, which were divided into
panes of 100 and perforated 11. The quantities
printed ranged from 4.5 million of the 8¢
stamps to more than one billion 3¢ stamps.
The first three values (1¢, 2¢ and 3¢) were
printed on a Stickney rotary press while the
three higher values (4¢, 5¢ and 8¢) were print-
ed on a flatbed press.
There are many gum shades on the mint

stamps, from almost white to dark yellow-
brown, but these are of no major philatelic
importance and result from the amount of
dextrose put in the gum by

Figure 4. The coinage head was used on a number of
British stamps, including the 1912-13 definitive series
(2-penny Scott 162, left, and 10-shilling Scott 175,
center) and the British Empire Exhibition issue of 1924
(Scott 185, right). | |

be found anywhere on the sheet margins.
Albino markings could be explained by poor
inking or improper wiping of the wiper used
on the Stickney press. The phantom numbers
— usually numbers other than the plate num-
ber being used — are more difficult to
explain. M.W.. Cryderman in his “The
Medallion Issue of 1932” (Popular Stamps,
Vol. XIII, No. 9, October 1950) explains it by
writing that they are perhaps “some type of
offset from a previous use of the press.”
There was some experimentation with the

gum breakers on the 1¢ Medallion issue. Gum

the printer. Plate numbers
are found on all four corners
of the 1¢, 2¢ and 3¢ sheets, ) 7 : - : ae -
while on the 4¢ and 5¢ ee ——
sheets they are found only in | le
the upper-left corner. The 8¢
plate numbers are located in

[rotary press printing _|Plates 1-6
7 Pa i

the upper-right corner only.
The accompanying table
shows the number of plates
for each denomination.
Sometimes, albino or

phantom plate numbers can
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breakers are ridges impressed into stamp
paper to counteract the natural curl of
gummed paper. The trials with the 1¢ stamp
sought to determine the extent of gum break-
ing application necessary to make the rotary
press sheets lay flat.
As a result, some of the 1¢ stamps have the 2

appearance of having been printed on a
flatbed press and are so listed in the Scott
Classic Specialized Catalogue of Stamps &
Covers and the Canadian Unitrade and
Darnell specialized stamp catalogs. These are
not real flatbed press printings. The reason
they: give the flatbed appearance is simply that
the stamps do not show the broad parallel
lines on the gum that are normally associated
with rotary press printings. The so-called 1¢
flatbed printing is. found in a paler shade of
green than the standard rotary press printing.
The 3¢ was issued in the same red shade as

the earlier commemorative but is easily distin-
guished because it does not include the com-
memorative legend, “OTTAWA CONFER-
ENCE 1932” above the word “CENTS.” Two
different dies (Scott 197 and 197c) are record-
ed for the 3¢ stamp. When first studying the
issue, philatelists were of differing opinions
on why two dies had been made, with some
even opining that only one die had been creat-
ed and that differences between stamps were
attributable to other causes. By the 1970s
everyone seemed to agree with Robson Lowe |

- and others that the first die had been damaged
and a second die was produced and put into
use on Nov. 29, 1932. Confirmation of this is
found on a large die proof in the Brigham
Collection (Figure 6).
The difference between the two dies, as

illustrated in the Unitrade catalog, is shown in
Figure 7. In Die I the upper bar of the “3” in
the right value tablet ends evenly with the
white line above the word “CENTS.” In Die
II, the same upper bar ends above the white
line.
Many minor varieties are recorded on this

issue, particularly by Hans Reiche in his
Canada Steel Engraved Constant Plate
Varieties, but as Douglas M. Casey points out

Continued on page 14
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Continued from page 10
Figure 5. The King
George V medallion
stamps replaced
Canada’s Arch defini-
tive issue of 1930.
Shown is the 1¢
stamp, Scott 162, from
the earlier Arch set.i

i

i

i

(“The Medallion Issue King George V 1932”
in Canadian Stamp Handbooks edited by
Michael Milos), only four of these, “all found
on the five-cent blue, have a rarity factor high
enough to be considered major in nature. Of
these, two are major re-entries and readily
identified, while the other two are retouched
re-entries.”
Casey then.goes on to illustrate and explain

each. They are: a major re-entry on Plate 1 in
position 10 of the upper-left pane (doubling of
the lines above and below “CANADA” and the
king’s head, listed as Scott 199i in the Unitrade
Specialized Catalogue of Canadian Stamps), a
retouched major re-entry in an unknown posi-
tion (doubling of the top frameline and the
lines above and below “CANADA”), a re-
entry on Plate 2 in position 79 of the upper-left
pane commonly called the “blue nose variety”
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Figure 6. The large die proof confirm-
ing the second die of the 3¢ Medallion.
Courtesy of the Brigham Collection. |

(re-entry shading of the king’s nose, Scott
199ii), and a retouched re-entry of the same
“blue nose variety.”
On Nov. 15, 1932, permission was granted

for 60,000 stamps of each value to be distrib-
uted early to 20 post offices around the coun-
try for advance preparation of first-day cov-
ers. This permission was accompanied by a
warning from the deputy postmaster general
that “these postage stamps are to be used only
for the purpose designated and under no con-

Die | Die Il

Figure 7. The two die types of the 3¢
Medallion issue, as_ illustrated in
Canada’s Unitrade catalog.

ditions are they to be sold or given to anyone
prior to the official date of issue.’ The 20
cities were Charlottetown, Prince Edward
Island; Halifax, Nova Scotia; Saint John, New
Brunswick; Quebec and Montreal, Quebec;
Ottawa, Toronto, Hamilton, London and
Windsor, Ontario; Winnipeg, Manitoba;
Regina, Saskatoon and Moose Jaw,
Saskatchewan; Medicine Hat, Lethbridge,
Calgary and Edmonton, Alberta; and
Vancouver and Victoria, British Columbia.
Prior to the release, Post Office officials

were concerned that the brown color of the 2¢
was too dark and would not take the cancel
well. Twelve 2¢ stamps were placed on covers
and turned over to the chief post office inspec-
tor to be taken to the Ottawa post office to be
put through the canceling machine. These
tests seemed to have been successful; howev-
er, tests by light hand cancels were not. This
resulted in a recommendation to the printers
in mid-December that further printings be
made in a lighter shade of brown.
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The same design and colors
were used to print the stamps in
coil rolls of 500 and pane for-
mats for booklet assembly. The
coils, perforated 8% vertically,
were produced in 1¢, 2¢ and 3¢
values by the Stickney rotary
process (Scott 205-207).
Ink collecting in the small

gap where the edges of the
curved rotary plates met would
print a vertical line between
every 24th and 25th stamp, cre-
ating joint line pairs in those
positions.
The coils were not issued at

the same time as the sheet
stamps. The 1¢ coil was
released Nov. 3, 1933; the 2¢ on
Aug. 15, 1933; and the 3¢ on
the next day, Aug. 16, 1933.
Only Die II was used to make the 3¢ coil
stamps. |
Four different booklets were issued selling

for 25¢ but containing only 24¢ worth of
stamps. These were placed on sale between
Aug. 22, 1933 and March 26, 1934. The rarest
of these is the booklet with French language
inscriptions containing two panes of six of the
2¢ stamps. Only 10,284 full booklets were
issued Sept. 7, 1933.
All the booklets are constructed from a

combination of panes of four or six stamps
now listed in the catalogs as Scott 195a, 195b,
196a and 196b. Some panes come with the
inscriptions “PLATE” or “NO. 1” or “NO. 2”
on the selvage.
Imperforate versions of these stamps were

not regularly issued but have become col-
lectible. Three hundred of each value are
known except for the 8¢, where only 200 have
been recorded. The 5¢ blue also exists imper-
forate vertically with 50 pairs recorded
(Figure 8).
As was the norm for the time, each of the

values was perforated with the five-hole

Figure 8. The unique upper-left and upper-righ
blocks of the 5¢ stamps, imperforate vertically. The
right block also shows the major re-entry in posi-
tion 10. Courtesy of the Brigham Collection.

except the 4¢ and 8¢
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“OHMS” perfin by Canada’s Department of
Finance for use on mail originating from gov-
ernment offices (Figure 9). These varieties are
listed as perforated Official stamps in the
2002 Scott Classic Specialized Catalogue of
Stamps & Covers and the Unitrade catalog
with the prefix OA, followed by the standard
Scott catalog number
for the stamp.
Finally all values,

but including the two
3¢ varieties (Die I and
Die II) and the 1¢ coil,
are known precanceled
with a variety of differ-
ent precanceling
devices. Readers are
referred to The
Standard Canada
Precancel Catalogue
for further information
on the fascinating ae PPh My
world of Canadian pre- pertins,
cancels. cis Scott OA197.
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