Stamps recall American invasion of Canada

n October 26, 1774, the First
Continental Congress sent a
letter to the French Canadians
in Canada to invite them to join

the American Revolution as the 14th
colony. A follow-up letter from the
Second Continental Congress was
sent in May 1775, but no substantive
reply was received to either letter.

That same spring, following the
Battle of Lexington and Concord
(United States Scott 617-619, 1563,
Figure 1), the Revolutionary War was
at a standstill, requiring diversionary
tactics. Forts Ticonderoga (United
States Scott 1071, Figure 2), Crown
Point and St. Jean (Saint-Jean-sur-
Richelieu) were attacked. Forts Ti-
conderoga and Crown Point are in
New York State and were captured
by Benedict Arnold (1741-1801) and
Ethan Allen (1738-89). Fort St. Jean
is part of the Royal Military College
of Canada’s St. Jean Campus in St.
Jean, Quebec (Figure 3).

Several Canadian stamps com-
memorate the 200th anniversary of the
American Revolutionary War and forts in
Canada that were involved in that war.

The text on the cover in Figure 3,
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postmarked May 16, states that the
Americans “wage a victorious battle
and win control of St. John, Canada.”
The name (St. John instead of St.
Jean) and date are in error; the fort
was not conguered until November 3.

On the recommendation of Ar-
nold, the first major military initiative
by American revolutionaries was the
planned invasion of Canada in 1775.
The invasion was authorized by Con-
gress and command was given to
General Philip Schuyler (1733-1804),
who planned the campaign but was
too ill to command it. He delegated
this portion of his orders to Briga-
dier General Richard Montgomery
(1738-75). Arnold, who was passed
over for command of the invasion,
went to Boston and convinced Gen-
eral George Washington (1732-99) to
appoint him to command a second
force that would attack Quebec City
through Maine.

Canada’s governor, Sir Guy Car-
leton (1722-1808), who later became
Lord Dorchester, was cognizant that
an invasion from the south was im-
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Figurei . The Battle of Lexington and Concord is honored on three United States stamps — 1¢,
2¢ and 5¢ denominations (Scott 617-619) — issued in 1925 for the 150th anniversary of the
battle, and on a 10¢ stamp (Scott 1563) issued in 1975 to commemorate the U.S. bicentennial.
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minent. He requested additional re-
inforcements from General Thomas
Gage (1719-87), commander-in-chief
of the British Forces in North America,
but they were not forthcoming. During
the summer of 1775, with little suc-
cess, he attempted to raise local mi-
litias for the defense of Montreal and
Quebec City.

In response to the earlier attack on
Fort St. Jean, Carleton sent 700 sol-
diers to hold the fort. He relied heavily
on these troops and their approximate-
ly 100 Mohawk allies to ensure that the
American revolutionaries would not
pass. He defended Montreal with 150
soldiers and left the defense of Que-
bec City under the command of Lieu-
tenant Governor Hector Theophilus de
Cramahé (born Théophile Hector Cha-
teignier de Cramahé, 1720-88).

Schuyler and Montgomery’s plans
were to go up Lake Champlain and
to proceed to Montreal and Quebec
City. Their forces included troops
from New York, Connecticut, New
Hampshire, and Ethan Allen’s Green
Mountain Boys from Vermont (United
States Scott 643).

At the end of August, Montgom-
ery decided on his own to proceed
north. He led his troops, mustered at
Fort Ticonderoga, to a more north-
erly position at lle-aux-Noix on the
Canada-United States border. Much
later, from 1819 to 1829, as a result
of the War of 1812, Canada built Fort
Lennox (Canada Scott 1057, Figure

Figure 2. Fort Ticonderoga, where the inva-
sion of Canada began, is featured on this
1955 U.S. 3¢ stamp (Scott 1071).
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CAPTURE OF ST. JOHN, CANADA - May 16, 1775 ~ Americans
under Benedict Arnold wage a victorious battle and win
control of S§t. John, Canada.
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Figure 3. This cover was prepared for the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Trois-Riviéres. The
text on the cover states that the Americans “wage a victorious battle and win control of St.
John, Canada.” The May 15 date is in error; the fort was conquered November 3, 1775.

4) on the island to protect the coun-
try against future invasions by the
United States.

James Livingston (1747-1832), a
Canadian leader of the pro-revolu-
tionary forces who had put together
the 1st Canadian Regiment of the
Continental Army, captured supplies
destined for Fort St. Jean. Montgom-
ery took this opportunity to lay siege
to the fort, which fell November 3,
1775, after 45 days of battle. In the
meantime, Livingston attacked and
captured Fort Chambly (Canada Scott
989, Figure 5).

As a result of these defeats and
the increased number of defections,
Carleton left Montreal, and on No-
vember 13, the city surrendered to
Montgomery without a fight (Figure 6).
The Biritish fleet also surrendered, and
Montgomery used the ships to carry
his and Livingston’s troops toward
Quebec City.

Meanwhile, Arnold brought nearly
600 men through the wilderness of
Maine and eastern Quebec to the

Figure 5. This 1983 32¢ stamp from the
Canada Day Historic Forts series shows Fort
Chambly on the Richelieu River in Quebec.
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gates of Quebec City, but withdrew in
the face of the walled city and awaited
Montgomery’s arrival December 2. On
December 31, during a snowstorm,
Arnold, Livingston and Montgomery
attacked Quebec City and suffered
a crushing defeat at the hands of
Carleton. Arnold was wounded, and
Montgomery was killed (Figure 7).
Awaiting reinforcements that were
due to arrive in the spring, Carleton
opted to stay in the city and did not
pursue the Americans. Arnold main-
tained a siege until March 1776, when
he was replaced as commanding offi-
cer by General David Wooster (1710-
77). The troops retreated from Quebec
City in May 1776. The retreat to Sorel,
on the south shore of the St. Lawrence
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Figure 4. This 1985 34¢ stamp pictures Fort
Lennox, a British fortification at fle-aux-Noix
on the Canada-U.S. border.

River, resulted from the arrival in Que-
bec City of 3,000 relief troops and sup-
plies under the command of Captain
Charles Douglas, who later became
Rear Admiral Sir Charles Douglas, 1st
Baronet of Carr (1727-89).

Carleton left Quebec City for Trois-
Rivieres, on the north shore, facing
Sorel, but he returned to Quebec City
without pushing farther. Not realizing
that reinforcements had arrived, the
Americans at Sorel, under the com-
mand of General John Sullivan (1740-
95), attacked Trois-Riviéres.

Brigadier General William Thomp-
son (1736-81) led the June 8 as-
sault and, not knowing the geogra-
phy of the area, sent his troops into
swamps before they were faced with
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Figure 6. This cover commemorates the 200th anniversary of American Brigadier General
Richard Montgomery’s capture of Montreal November 13, 1775. The cachet features a map that
shows the routes taken by Generals Benedict Amold and Montgomery.
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THE USw INVASION OF CANADA
DECEMBER 3l1st 1775 DECEMBER 3lst 1975
Ruishing to meet Arnold's snits for w surprise
attack on New Year's Ere. Gen. Richard Mont-
gomery veels backward mortally wonnded. still
bolding bis siword. In the snotw-choked davk, bis
men falter before a bureier of sharpened

Both bis assault and Colonel Arnols
S Y

Flgure 7. The bicentennial of the Continental Army’s unsuccessful attempt to capture Quebec
City December 31, 1775, is the subject of this cover.

Battle of ‘Three “Rivers

The unfruitful American counterattack bricfly
delayed the retreat from Canacka and dashed
hopes of a Canada joined in the Tokd of revolt
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Figure 8. The defeat of the Americans at the Battle of Trois-Riviéres (Three Rivers) is recalled on
this cover postmarked June 7, 1976, at Trois-Riviéres, Quebec.

the might of the newly strengthened
British forces. Thompson, most of his
senior officers, 200 men and most of
the ships were captured. The cachet-
maker of the cover pictured in Figure
8 used the wrong date of June 7 to
commemorate the battle that actual|y
started at 3 a.m. June 8.

The remainder of the force retreated
from Sorel June 14, down the Riche-
lieu River to Chambly and St. Jean. On
June 15, in Montreal, Arnold learned
of the defeat and received news that
Carleton’s fleet was approaching. Ar-
nold hastily abandoned the city.

He and Sullivan joined their armies
June 17 and retreated to Crown Point.
Arnold surrendered his command to

General Horatio Gates (1727-1806),
while taking responsibility for the small
navy that patroled Lake Champlain
and reinforced it. The British inflicted
serious damage to Arnold’s fleet on
the night of October 10 and into the
morning of October 11, and Arnold
gave up Crown Point to withdraw to
Ticonderoga, which the American
troops used as a staging area. His
concerted effort at shipbuilding de-
layed for a year the attack by the Brit-
ish on Fort Ticonderoga.

The invasion of Canada resulted in
numerous losses on both sides. In a
letter to Sullivan, Arnold urged, “Let
us quit ... and secure our own country
before it is too late.” 2
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