
Stamps celebrated UPU Congress 

F
ifty years ago, from August 14 
to September 27, 1957, Canada 
hosted the 14th Universal Posta l 
Union Congress in Ottawa, On-

tario, an event celebrated with a pair 
of stamps (Figure 1, Scott 3 71-3 72). 
The September 27 closi ng date is taken 
from The Postmark, the official maga­
zine of Canada's Post Office Depart­
ment, and may have been the official 
scheduled closing date. 

A letter from A.M. Girand, a delegate 
from Switzerland, contained in the 
cover il lustrated in Figure 2 in the pos­
session of Robert C. Smith, was mailed 
from the Congress Post Office on Octo­
ber 4. In it Girand states that the acts of 
Congress were signed on October 3 and 
that Congress was packing up on Octo­
ber 4, the day the letter was mailed. 

Figure 1. Canada 
issued two stamps 
August 14, 1957, to 
commemorate the 
14th Universal Postal 
Union Congress in 
Ottawa, Ontario. 
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Figure 3. The Centre Block of the Ca­
nadian Parliament buildings with the 
Peace Tower in the center, the Senate 
wing on the right and the House of 
Commons wing on the left is shown 
on this $1 stamp from Canada's 
1928-1929 definitive series. 
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The Canadian government viewed 
the Congress as so important that it 
took the unusual measure of having the 
delegates meet in the Parliament build­
ings of Canada (Figure 3, Scott 159) 
with the Senate chamber bei ng the set­
ti ng for the opening ceremonies. 

Prime Minister John G. Diefenbaker 
(Figure 4, Scott 859) forma lly opened 
the congress, which was presided over 
by Canada's Deputy Postmaster General 
W.J. Turnbu ll. More than 350 delegates 
from 91 of the then 96 member coun­
tri es attended, and plenary sessions 
were held in the House of Commons. 

This was the first and only time that 
the UPU Congress met in Canada. Ear-

Monsieur et lfadae Henri lle7la, 
Rue de le Gare, 4 
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lier, in 1933, a preparatory comm ission 
or UPU Executive Committee meeting 
was held in Ottawa, from May 18 to 
June 28, to prepare for the 1934 10th 
congress in Cairo, Egypt. The meeting 
was commemorated on a 5¢ stamp 
(Figure 5, Scott 202). 

To commemorate the 14th congress, 
the Post Office issued two stamps: a 5¢ 
stamp for the domesti c rate and a 15¢ 
stamp for the ai rmai l rate to most Euro­
pean countries. 

A number of essays were prepared 
for both va lues (Figure 6) before the 
Post Office settled on drawings pre­
pared by Montreal artist Carl Man­
gold. Several are shown in Figure 7. 

Mangold's drawings can 
be seen in Figure 8. 

Mangold (Figure 9) was 
born in Switzerland in 
1901 and died in 1984. 
Despite his parents wishes 
he studied to become a 
pa inter in his native Swit­
zerland and in Germany, 

llontre u x Figure 2. The cover whose 
contents indicate that the Acts 
of Congress were signed on 
October 3 and proved that the 
post office was open at least 
until October 4. 
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Figure 4. John G. Diefen­
baker (1895-1979) served 
as prime minister of 
Canada from 1957 to 1963. 

Courtesy Robert C. Smith 
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Figure 5. This cover, franked with three 1933 54 stamps 
celebrating the meeting of the UPU Executive Committee, is 
likely a philatelic cover, since it is doubtful that this envelope 
contained seven ounces of material. The British Empire 1 se 
rate was 3e for the first ounce (including a 1 e war tax) and 2e 
each for subsequent ounces. In this instance an additional six 
ounces would have been needed to justify the postage. 
Courtesy Robert C. Smith 
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Italy, France and Portugal. He emi­
grated to Canada in 1928 and estab­
lished his studio in Montreal in 1931. 
He was a consulting artist for a number 
of companies, including Canadian Pa­
cific, Bell Canada and Seagram's. 

Mangold was a well-known stamp 
collector who was a Fellow of the Roy­
al Philatelic Society, London, and the 
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada. He 
served for several years on Canada's 
Stamp Advisory Committee and also 
on the Canadian Postal Museum's Ad­
visory Committee. 

The UPU stamps 
were the on ly two 
that Mangold de­
signed for Can­
ada, and he was 
quite proud of this 
achievement. He 
signed blocks of 
stamps and first­
day covers years af­
ter the stamps were 
issued. Two signed 
blocks are shown 
in Figure 10. 

Once Mangold's 
designs were modi­
fied and approved 
in their fi nal form 
(Figure 11 ), they 
were given to Yves 
Bari I to engrave. 
Baril (Figure 12), 
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Figure 6. The two stamps issued for the 14th UPU Congress on a first-day cover posted in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, to Tashkent, USSR, an unusual and scarce destination. 
Courtesy Robert C. Smith 
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Figure 7. A variety of essays commissioned by Canada's Post Office Department for the 
UPU stamps. Note the 6¢ essay; the reason for the denomination is unknown. 

Figure 8. The preliminary drawings prepared by Carl 
Mangold for the issue. The 5e is done in pencil and 
gouache on tracing paper, while the 15e is a water­
color with gouache and airbrush on paper. 

Figure 9. Carl Mangold (1901-1984), 
the designer of the 1957 5e and 15e 
14th UPU Congress stamps. 
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born in 1932, worked for the Cana­
dian Bank Note Company (CBN) from 
1953 until his retirement in 1996. He 
learned his craft as an apprentice to Si­
las Robert Allen and studied with other 
engravers at the American Bank Note 
Company in New York and Bradbury, 
Wilkinson and Company in London. 

During his tenure at the CBN, he en­
graved 146 stamps for Canada, six for 
the United Nations and 11 for the Unit­
ed States. In addition, all Canadian bank 
notes issued between 1955 and 1996 
display his engravings. At age 75, Baril 
still gives talks to philatelic and non-phil­
atelic groups on the art of engraving. 
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Figure 1 O. Carl Mangold signed these blocks of four of the 5¢ and 15¢ UPU 
Congress stamps. 

Three trial colors were proofed for 
the 5¢ stamp in dark blue, brown and 
black and two for the 15¢ stamp in 
blue and dark blue (Figure 13) before 
the dark blue was selected for both 
stamps. 

A special post office for the delegates 
was set up in the Centre Block of Par­
liament and was restricted to congress 
delegates and personnel. As a result 
very few purely philatelic covers were 
made except for those that might have 
been processed by delegates as souve­
nirs for stamp collectors. 

In "The XIV Congress of the Postal 
Union - Ottawa," which appeared 
in the September-October 1994 issue 
of The Canadian Philatelist, James E. 
Kraemer writes, "The use of the spe­
cial post office was so rigidly con­
trolled that philatelic covers were not 

accepted." Kraemer goes on to 
say, "As a consequence, covers 

processed at this post office are among 
the rarest of modern Canadian postal 
cancellations." 

Delegates did not enjoy free-frank­
ing privileges. They were provided 
with free stationery with congress cor­
ner cards, and Canadian stamps were 
supplied to them at no charge. 

An internal Post Office memoran­
dum dated April 11 , 1958, and signed 
by J.W. Craig, director of operations, 
lists the datestamps and other cancel­
lations that were used during the cor:,­
gress. These included one canceling­
machine die, two outer-rimmed steel 
hand-canceled datestamps, two rotary 
band cancelers (also known as roller 
cancels), two money-order solid rub­
ber stamps and four rubber office date­
stamps for the Canadian Secretariat. 

The canceling-machine die, identified 
in the internal memorandum, referred 
only to the dater hub. It was used with 

Figure 11. These are the essays that received final approval prior to engraving. Figure 12. Yves Baril (born 1932), 
the engraver of the UPU stamps. 
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Figure 14. A Day of Issue slogan cancel is shown on this piece, cancel­
ing the two UPU Congress stamps issued August 14, 1957. 

two different sets of current canceling 
bars: the normal seven wavy lines seen 
in Figure 2 or the Post Office's First Day 
of Issue canceling bars (Figure 14). 

Figure 13. Three trial 
color proofs for the 5¢ 
stamp - dark blue, 
brown and black - and 
two for the 15¢ stamp 
- blue and dark blue. 

The steel datestamps, one of which 
is seen in Figure 15, were different 
from each other. In one, the last "A" 
in "OTTAWA" is centered under the 

"UN" of "UNIVERSEL'' (type I), whi le 
in the other the "A" is centered under 
the "N" of the same word (type 11). 

There are no known uses of the roller 
cancels in collector hands (Figure 16). 
No commercial uses of the Money Or­
der Office Number (MOON) stamps 
are known, but a sma ll number of 
courtesy strikes were likely struck by 
staff of the Canadian Postal Museum 
(Figure 1 7). 

Although the four rubber datestamps 
used by the secretari at were prepared 
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BY TRAIN BY CAR BY BUS BY PLANE 

"SELLING A STAMP COLLECTION SHOULD BE A REWARDING EXPERIENCE." 
The "BEST SALE" is when the buyer will personally visit your city and view your 
collection. The dealers listed below will travel to "any city" to view appropriate 
holdings. 

WE OFFER A SOLUTION: Each dealer listed below has designated a state, and 
region , he will make every effort to personally visit. Contact that dealer direct and 
discuss your collection and options. 

UNFORTUNATELY many collections in the $2,000.00 to $20,000.00 range do not 
economically justify the time and expense for a professional buyer to travel long 
distances to personally view your collection. 

YOUR GUARANTEE: While each dealer listed is an independently owned business 
all are members of either the ASDA or APS (most - both), insuring fairness and 
integrity in purchasing your collection. 

IF YOU LIVE IN: CALL OR WRITE: 
New York, 
Connecticut, 
Maryland or 
New Jersey: 

Ohio , Michigan, 
Kentucky, Indiana 
or Tennessee: 

Pennsylvania, 
Delaware or 
Virginia: 

Northern California , 
Oregon or 
Washington: 
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Marvin Frey 
Legion Stamps, Inc. 
1000 Park Blvd., Suite 209 
Massapequa Park, NY 11762 
Phone: (516) 882-9345 
FAX: (516) 882-9005 

Randy Scholl 
Randy Scholl Stamp Co. 
7460 Jager Court 
Cincinnati, OH 45230 
Phone: (513) 624-6800 

Excelsior Collection 
Phone: (800) 285-8076 
E-mail: excelsiorcol@aol.com 

Stanley M. Piller & Associates 
800 S. Broadway, Suite 201 
Walnut Creek, CA 94596 
(P.O. Box 559, Alamo, CA 94507) 
Phone: (925) 938-8290 
Fax: (925) 938-8812 
E-mail: stmpdlr@aol.com 
Coins also wanted 

IF YOU LIVE IN: 
Southern California: 

Arizona , Nevada, 
New Mexico, 
Colorado 
and Utah: 

Northern Illinois, 
Iowa, Kansas, . 
Minnesota , Nebraska, 
South/North Dakota 
or Western Missouri: 

Wisconsin, 
Northern Florida , 
Southern Florida or 
Canada: 

CALL OR WRITE: 
Quality Philatelies 
Newport Harbor Stamp 
P.O. Box 2871 , Newport Beach, CA 92663 
Phone: (714) 963-3257 (Glen) 
(800) 722-1022 (Dave) 
Coins & Currency also wanted 

B.J.'S Stamps 
6342 West Bell Rd. , Glendale, Al. 85308 
Phone: (623) 878-2080 
Fax: (623) 412-3456 Coins also wanted 

Stamps 'N' Stuff 
Jerry & Barbara Koepp 
8190 Hickman Road 
Des Moines, IA 50325-4405 
Ph: (515) 331-4307 FAX: (515) 331-4957 
Orders: 1-800-999-5964 

Dr. Robert Friedman & Sons 
Phone: 1-800-588-8100 
FAX: 1-630-985-1588 
drbobstamps@yahoo.com 
www.drbobfriedmanstamps.com 
Coins also wanted 

IF YOU LIVE IN: 
Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire 
or Vermont: 

Eastern Missouri, 
Southern Illinois, 
Mississippi or 
Alabama: 

North Carolina , 
South Carolina or 
Georgia: 

Texas, Oklahoma, 
Arkansas or 
Louisiana: 

CALL OR WRITE: 
Suburban Stamp, Inc. 
P.O. Box 715, 176 Worthington St. 
Springfield, MA 01101 
Ph.: 413-785-5348 FAX: 413-746-3788 

Bison Stamp and Coin Company 
P. Paul Albano 
2006 North Truman Blvd., 
Crystal City, MO 63019-1021 
Phone: (314) 283-0135 
E-mail: ppa@bisonstamps.com 

Randall T. Scribner 
PRM Enterprises, Inc. 
4110 French Fields Lane, 
Harrisburg, NC 28075 
Phone: (704) 575-2795 
E-mail: scrib1@ctc.com 
Coins also wanted 

Hunt & Co. 
10711 Burnet Rd., Suite 314 
Austin, TX 78758 
Ph.: (800) 458-5745 FAX: (512) 837-9997 
E-mail: sellinfo@huntstamps.com 
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Figure 15. This cover shows a type II steel hand cancel. Some delegations, such as that of 
Gennany, brought their own specially printed stationery for use at the congress. The registra­
tion box used at the congress did not show any office name. 
Courtesy Robert C. Smith 
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Figure 16. Strikes of the roller cancels showing at top the probable last day of use and at the 
bottom the probable first day of use. 
Courtesy The Royal Philatelic Society of Canada 
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x1ve COR&RES u. P. u. 

_8 ~. X 1957 

Xl~tb U.P.U. CONGRESS 
OTTAWA, ONT. 

XMh ll.P.U. CONGRESS 
QT1AWA, ONT. 

by the Post Office, it is high ly unlikely 
that they were used to cancel mail. 
They were used for dating adminis­
trative documents. The proof copies 
shown in Figure 18 support this theory 
as they are all in French; postal cancel­
lation devices in Canada, at the time, 
had to be in Engl ish or bi lingual. A 
French-only administrative handstamp 
would be acceptable as the working 
language of the UPU is French. 

Postcards and souvenir envelopes 
(1,000 prepared) bearing two differ­
ent slogan meters were provided by 
the Pitney-Bowes of Canada Com­
pany Ltd. for the congress. The Malak 
Karsh souvenir postcard shows a Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police officer in 
front of the Peace Tower of Parliament 
and was used in conjunction with 
the Mailomat postage meter (number 
51010) machine demonstrated during 
the congress (Figure 19) . 

Pitney Bowes officials failed to se­
cure the right to demonstrate their ma­
chine in the congress's post office and 
therefore elected to set up shop in the 
Chateau Laurier Hotel, where many of 
the delegates were residing. 

Figure 20 shows an "overprint" of 
unknown origin used on a postal sta­
tionery envelope and posted in New­
market, Ontario, some 400 kilometers 
(375 miles) from the site of the con­
gress. It contained a contest entry and 

would seem to have no imme­
diate connection with the con­
gress, although the envelope 
was mailed when the congress 
was in session. 

Should readers have ad­
ditional information on this 
"overprint," it would be wel­
comed. Please send it care 
of the editor of Scott Stamp 
Monthly. 

Figure 17. One of the favor Money Order Office Number covers. 
No commercial uses of the MOON cancels are known. 

Figure 18. The four administrative 
rubber datestamps. 
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View of Puce Tower, Parli&menl Buildi11&1, 
Oti.-., C&nad1. Phoio by MALAK. 

'ThisSp.ceforYourG~ nu. &p- ror Addraa Only 

Agure19. 
The ob­
verse and 
reverse of 
the~ 

Dear Mr. Beddoe: 

Thought you voul.d appreciate 
recei v:tng this souvenir card 

Mr . 11. G. lleddoe 
116 Helena Street 
<nTJ,;/A, Ontario. 

Bowes 
Mailomat 
card. 
Courtesy 
RobertC. 
Smith 

v1 th impression or the ll&llomat 
on demonstration only during 
the U.l(.U. Congreae. 
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Office Department, The Postmark, 
Vol. 11, No. 7, August-September 
1957, and Vol. 11, No. 8, October 
1957; James E. Kraemer 's " The XIV 
Congress of the Postal Union - Ot­
tawa, which appeared in Vol. 45, No. 
5, September-October 1994 issue 
of The Canadian Ph ilatelist; and the 
one-frame exhibit of Robert C. Smith 
titled Universal Postal Union - Con­
ferences in Canada. All illustrations of 
archival material and photographs of 
the designer and engraver are cour­
tesy of the Canadian Postal Archives. 

The sources of other illustrations are 
noted when appropriate. ■ 

XIV U.P.U. CONGRESS 
OTTAl\'A - CAN ADA 
UG 

Figure 20. Little is known about the "overprint" of unknown origin on this stamped 
envelope. The author is seeking additional information. 
Courtesy Robert C. Smith 

U.S. EARLY MINT SHEETS -ALL NH - Save $$ 
I 

Scott Brookman Sale 
No. Description Retail Price 
548 1920 1¢ Pilgrim A,F,F-VF ................... 670.00 450.00 

620 1925 2¢ Norse American, Beautiful 
Sheet of 100 VF-XF ........................ 1,000.00 895.00 

Scott Brookman Sale Scott Brookman Sale 
No. Description Retail Price No. Description Retail Price 
627 1926 2¢ Sequicentennial VF ............. 250.00 195.00 654-5 1929 2¢ Flat and Rotary 
647 1928 2¢ Hawaii overprint F-VF ........ . 975.00 775.00 Press Edison ................ ....... ..... ......... 290.00 235.00 

716 1932 2¢ Lake Placid F-VF ................... 65.00 50.00 
737-38 1934 3¢ Flat+ Rotary Press 

Mother's Day ...................................... 36.50 25.00 

740-9 19341-10¢ National Parks F-VF ....... 815.00 675.00 
785-941935-36 1-5¢ Army/Navy VF ............ 315.00 250.00 
837 19383¢ NWTerritoryXF ..................... 45.00 35.00 
838 1938 3¢ Iowa Territory ......................... 47.50 35.00 
856 1939 3¢ Canal Zone XF ....................... 20.00 15.00 
903-8 1941-3 Vt./ Freedoms VF Set of 6 ..... 153.00 125.00 
1051 1954 50¢ Anthony F-VF ..................... 240.00 195.00 
1052 1952$1.00 Henry VF ......................... 725.00 585.00 

PO BOX 90 DEPT BT, VANCOUVER, WA 98666 FAX 1-360-695-1616 
email to larry@brookmanstamps.com CALL TOLL-FREE TO 1-800-545-4871 

TERMS: Satisfaction Guaranteed. 5-day return privilege. Immediate refund~ sold out. Mastercard, Visa, Discover and AMEX 
accepted. Provide card#, exp.date & 3/4 digit security#. MINIMUM ORDER $20.00. WA residents please add 8.1% sales tax. 
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U.S. customers add $4.00 minimum for shipping and insurance. Foreign customers add enough to cover additional shipping charges. 
email: larry@brookmanstamps.com. All items offered subject to prior sale. Website.www.brookmanstamps.com 
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