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STAMPS / By Charles Verge 

Selecting subjects for stamps 
sometimes skirts the rules 

Because of my last column I am 
asked to explain how Canada 
Post (CPC) selects subjects for 

any given year's stamp program. It is a 
timely subject because, as you will see, 
the policy underpinning the process is 
crumbling and needs revision. 

The CPC board approves the program 
and it is usually announced in December. 

Now let us look at recent or proposed 
issues (issue date in brackets) to see if 
they are eroding the corporate policy. 
Overallmost, if not all, Canadian 
stamps meet the primary objectives and 
criteria. 

People who are still living have ap­
peared on stamps contrary to the policy, 
but mainly because they were models 
for the designers (for example, the Hull 
family on the Keep Fit stamps, 1974) or 
because it could sell stamps (many ac-
tors who are still alive are found on the 
10 film stamps, 1996). 
• The 25th/ 50th anniversary policy 

CPC's board of directors approved 
the current Corporate Policy on the Se­
lection of Postage Stamp Subjects and 
Designs on Aug. 13, 1987. It states that 
the primary objectives of the proposed 
stamps must be that they instil pride of 
Canada in the minds and hearts of all 
Canadians; they appeal to a broad seg­
ment of the population; they encour­
age the buying and collecting of . 
stamps; and they enhance Canadian 
stamps in philatelic circles. 

Suggestions for stamp subjects are 
welcome from all sources including 
CPC staff and researchers, politicians 
and the Stamp Advisory Committee 
(SAC). The policy recommends that 
suggestions be forwarded to the SAC at 
least two years before the year in 
which CPC would issue the stamp . . 

- has also taken a major beating in the 
last few years. 

The SAC reviews suggestions and, as 
the policy states, should give prefer­
ence to those subjects that meet the 
"objectives mentioned above and the 
following criteria:" they relate to Cana­
da and are of national interest or sig­
nificance; they evoke Canadian histo­
ry, traditions, accomplishments or nat­
l;ll"al heritage; they illustrate the social, 
economic and cultural life of Canada; 
they commemorate the birth, contri­
bution or some event in the life of a 
prominent Canadian; and foster a spir­
it of national and international good­
will and understanding. 

The policy continues by saying that 
since many requests are received, SAC 
"adopts the not unreasonable practice of 
not favoring subjects or designs that 
would:" honor a living person; commem­
orate a person or event on other than a 
25th, 50th or multiple of 50th anniver­
saries or that have already had a com­
memoration within the last 25 years. 

SAC, composed of 10 to 14 Canadians 
from various fields, meets at the call of 
the chair to also review the proposed 
design of stamps. CPC's media rela­
tions spokesperson will not release the 
names of SAC members for fear that 
Canadians will lobby them. SAC usual­
ly makes it recommendations for next 
year's stamp program in the summer. In 
practice, however, it continues to 
change the program well after that date. 

The Charter of Rights' fifth anniver­
sary (1987); 30th anniversary of the 
Vancouver Opera (1989); the 75th an­
niversaries of the Grey Cup (1987), Na-
tional Hockey League (1992), Group of 
Seven (1995) and Royal Agricultural 
Winter Fair (1997); the 125th anniver­
saries of the T. Eaton Co. (1994) and 
B.C. joining Confederation (1996) are 
examples of exceptions to the rule. 

The Quebec en fl.eurs issue (1997) 
comes only 17 years after a similar 
stamp celebrating Les Floralies de 
Montreal (1980) and goes against the 
once in 25 years policy. 

• CPC launched the first issue of 1997, 
celebrating the Chinese New Year 
(Year of the Ox), in Vancouver on Jan." 
7. The stamps were issued in sheets of 
25 and in a fan-shaped souvenir sheet 
of two stamps. CPC announced it as 
'the beginning of a 12-year series as 
Chinese New Year celebrations are in 
cycles of that number. 

• 
Ken Brownlee, a longtime Ottawa 

Philatelic Society member, passed 
away Dec. 31. He was famous for his 
philatelic storytelling and his knowl­
edge of the Ottawa scene. His death 
leaves another void in this city's philat -
elic memory. We extend.our sympa­
tbies to his wife Mildred and son Fras-
er. 
Charles Verge is vice-president of the Royal 
Philatelic Society of Canada. For questions 
and comments; write to him c/ o The Citizen , 
1101 Baxter Rd., Box 5020, Ottawa K2C 
3M4. He can also be reached on Internet at: 
vergec@sympatlco.ca 

NEXT WEEK: Coins 
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STAMPS / By CharlesVerge 

Philatelic bi~ and pieces 
0 ver the past year I have picked 

up small bits of information 
• that might be of interest to you. 

:tr,: addition, many readers have asked 
for more web site addresses for philat­
elic information. This column brings 
you both. 

Two North American national phi­
latelic societies have joined the cyber 
world. You can reach the Royal Philat­
elic Society of Canada (RPSC) at 
http:/ /www.interlog.com/-rpsc 
and the home page of the American 
Philatelic Society can be reached at 
http:/ /www.west.net/-stampsl/ 
aps.html. . , , · ·· , 
.. Here are some topical/thematic sites 
to add to your list: Another bird site 
http:/ /www.philately.com/ 
zoology /birds.htm, where the author 
continues regularly to.build the site. 
http:/ /www.philately.com/ 
geography /bridges.htm is the home 

. for another popular collecting area: 
bridges. http:/ /www.fteenet. 
hamilton.on.ca/-aa754/cpc.html is 
the site to check if you collect Christ• 

- mas-related philately. http:/ /www. 
philately.com/zoology/ domestic_ 
cats.htni will be a start on finding 
more about domestic short- or long­
haired cats on stamps. If dogs are your 
interest then it's http:/ /www.philate­
ly.com/zoology /domestic_dogs.htm 
to find your man's best friend on 
stamps. 

Other sites for stamp clubs and soci­
eties: The International Collector's So­
ciety can be reached at http:/ /www. 
kiosk.net/stamps; the Canadian 
Forces Philatelic Society at http:// 
www.sfu.ca/-dgronbec/cfpshome. 
htm ; the Scandinavian Philatelic Soci­
ety is at http:/ /www.pherber.com/ 
sps.html; and the Scandinavian Col­
lectors Club can be reached at http:// 
www.nb.net/-downs/scc/scc.htm. 

A few more sites of interest are: 
http://www/west.net/-stampsl/ 
pacficl.html for PACIFIC ''.17, the 
World Philatelic Exhibition in San 
Francisco (May 29-June 8)-note that 
it's "pacfic" in the address above and 
not "pacific"; http:/ /www. 
stampshows.com will get you a list­
ing of current and future stamp shows 
mainly in North America. 

• At least 39 of the 50 American states 
have state postal history societies. If . 
you collect or are interested in some as­
pect of state postal history, please send 
me a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
and I will send you a copy of the list of 

these 39 societies. 

• On Dec. 21, 1995, Malaysia issued a 
hologram souvenir sheet showing a 
satellite in orbit to celebrate the 
launch of the MEASAT 1 (Malaysia 
East Asia satellite). 

Collectors of soccer-related material 
' ( or football as some parts of the world 
call it) are in for another major in­
crease to their collection. France will 
hold the 1998 World Cup of Football in 
10 of its cities and towns. 

The French postal service is heavily 
involved in promoting the event. It in­
tends to issue at least 12 stamps and 
many other philatelic products includ­
ing pre-stamped postcards and en­
velopes. 

If you are interested in these issues, 
contact the French philatelic bureau at 
Service philatelique de la poste, 18, rue 
Francois-Bonvin, 75758 PARIS, CEDEX 
15, France. • 

• A number of countries, including 
Tonga and the Marshall Islands, plan 
to celebrate the coming of the 21st cen­
tury by issuing series of stamps either 
showcasing major events of the 20th 

-century (Marshall Islands) or insisting 
that they will be the first country to en­
counter the 21st century (Tonga). 

.Watch for a continued debate, among 
many Pacific islands, as to which will 
be the first to do so. My nod goes to 
Tonga. It really is the only independent 
country that straddles the internation­
al date line. 

In 1963, Tonga was the first country 
to issue gilt-foil stamps. It was also the 
first country to issue free.form stamps. 
From 1969 until 1980 when they ceased 
to be issued, Tonga's free.form stamps 
took the shape of such things as coins, 
hearts, maps, the 1976 Montreal ' : 
Olympic Games logo, oil derricks, the 
Boy Scouts'. emblem, ctosses, bananas 
and coconuts. 

• ORAPEX '97, Ottawa's National j 
Stamp Show, will be held April 26 and } 
27 in the RA Centre's curling rink on } 
Riverside Drive. Exhibitors interested 
in applying to show their collections i 

, can obtain entry forms by writing to , 
me cl o the Citizen . 
Charles Verge is vice-pres ident of the Royal 
Philatelic Society of Canada. For questions 
and comments, write to him c/ o The Citizen, 
1101 Baxter Rd., Box 5020, Ottawa K2C 
3M4. He can also be reached on Internet at: 
vergec@sympatico.ca 

NEXT WEEK: Coins 
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STAMPS / By Charles Verge 

:£: u:s. -:ailway mail Pet 
. . had ~m~i-k'able vOjiage 
T his is the stqry of~ very special 

dog who, by the end of his life, 
. . had thousands of friends and 
Ptaces where h.e was welcome. 

they would release him. The "ransom" 
was paid. 

Owney's travels took him all over 
North America, to Mexico and Alaska 
- no mean feat for a small terrier in 
thel890s. 

His most remarkable voyage t~ok 
him around the world. He started in 
Tacoma,. Washington, on Aug. 19, 1895, 

:. Owney's lifelong association with 
the United States Post Office Depart­
ment began one cold autumn evening 
in 1888. That is when the homeless pup 
crept into the Albany, New York, post 
office and cuddled up on a pile of old 
mail bags. The mail clerks soon adopt­
ed him and let him accompany them 
on their mail routes. • 
' ' The origins of Owney's name re- • 
main a mystery. Some conjecture he 
was named after a mail carrier; or from 
mail clerks repeating over and over. 
"Who owns you?" It didn't really ~t­
tex; since his name was to become ., 
known worldwide as a great traveller. 

aboard the steamship Vzctoria on its l 
way to China. After a trip of 228,800 • 
kilometres in 132 days, he.returned to 
New York and was put on a train back ' 
_to Tacoma to complete the voyage. He 
was sent registered mail part of the 

,, Owney felt safe wherever there were 
mailbags. He first rode with the bags 
from the Albany post office to the local 
railroad depot. It was natural fhat he 
wo1;11d progress to r~g in th.e railway 
mailcars. -·-· -•~ v.., ! t.• 
; , His first trip took him to New York 
City. Gradually, the li-ips took him far­
ther afielcj It w~11•t \ulknown for 
Owney to~ away fr8m home for 
months on end. The clerks in Albany 
lJ!:>ugnt him a collar'to identify him if 
he got lost or in trouble. 

• Kn<;>wn pr~y as the mascot of 
the ~bany postoffi.S,~fY 1892 he had 

• bec01.ne the fa1Urlu1 companion of.the 
U.S. i:;ail'Yay IJlail clerks. Around that 
time, the Albany clerks decided to 
record his journeys by-asking railway 
mail clerks to afflxJibaggage tag to his 
collar. • .,., ' " • •• 
• It didn't take long for the tag'c~llec­

tion to grow anc(ovei-wnelm the tiny 
collar. To lighten his load and make 
room for more tags, U.S. Postmaster 
General John Wanamaker presented 
Owney with a special harness-like 
jacket. ·~-·~----, 

As Owney travelled, tripithome to 
Albany became fewer; but his friends 
in Albany remained loyal. Only once 
did Owney have to be bailed out and 
that happened in Montreal. 

It seems that when he followed the 
mail bags to the Montreal post office he 
was seized for not havipg a dog licence. 

Canadian officials wrote to the Al­
bany post office informing them of 
Owney's whereabouts and demanding 
$2.50 for his room and board before 

way and some postal clerks created a 
special mail class for him: "Registered 
Dog P.ackage.'.' , ·j 
• ~fore he dled on June 11, 1897, he 
was honored and feted by dog lovers all 
over the U.S. Kennel clubs and dog 
shows presented him ·th medals and 
ribbons. ...,/ " ( • . 

His last major trip w to the Far 
West where, appropriately, he attended 
the convention of the National Associ­
ation of Postal Railway Clerks. He 
received a rousing 15-minute standing 
ovation. • • ;• • 

Owney was wen loved not only be­
cause he was a loyal friend, but be­
cause he was considered a good luck 
charm. Railway a"ccidents were com­
mon during that time; 400 are recorded 
in 1893 alone. However, no train on 
which Owney travelled ever met with 

; an accident. • • . • 
After his death, his friends ensured 

• he wouldn't be forgotten. ,They took up 
a collection for his preservation, and 
Owney was first exhibited at the Post 
Office Department headquarters in 
Washington, D.C. Since 1911, he has 
been under the care of the Smithson­
ian Institution, first at the Museum of 
American History and now at the Na­
tional Postal Museum. 

.. '"" • 

The National Capital's inter-club 
stamp exhibition is Feb. 'J:7 at 8 p.m. in 
the Canada Room at the RA Centre, 
2451 Riverside Dr. The evening is a 
great introduction to area stamps 
clubs and interesting people. Join us. 
Charles Verge is vice-president of the Royal 
Philatelic Society of Canada. For questions 
and comments, write to him c/o The Citizen, 
1101 Baxter Rd. , Box 5020, Ottawa K2C 
3M4. He can also be reached on Internet at: 
vergec@sympatlco.ca 

NEXT WEEK: Coins 
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STAMPS•CHARLESVERGE 

No stamp to ring in 
Bell's birthday 

M
arch 3 was the 150th birth­
day of Alexander Graham 
Bell. It passed without a 
Canadian philatelic tribute 

and none is planned. 
It amazes me why Canada Post fails 

to honour a man who, with Thomas 
Edison, was among the greatest inven­
tors of the 19th and 20th centuries. 

Both men's inventions were cata­
lysts to social changes. One just has to 
mention long distance, the Internet 
and E-mail to see how much the in­
vention of the telephone has affected 
our lives. 

Working with his father, Mr. Bell de­
veloped speech therapy methodolo­
gies to aid in communicating with the 
deaf. His work on iron lungs, the de­
salinization of sea water and the pho­
toelectric cell are more examples of 
Mr. Bell's influence as a change agent 
in our lives. 

In partnership with J.A.D. Mccurdy 
and other young engineers, Mr. Bell 
founded the Aerial Experiment Asso­
ciation in 1907. They experimented 
with kites and aircraft and the Feb. 23, 
1909, flight of the Silver Dart at Bad­
deck, N.S., is considered the first suc­
cessful flight in Canada. He touched 
many other aspects of science and the 
humanities - far more than this col­
umn has the room to describe. 

Although it will not issue a philatelic 
tribute this year, Canada Post has hon­
oured Mr. Bell twice in the past: in 
1947 for his moth birthday; and in 1974 
to commemorate the 100th anniver­
sary of the invention of the telephone. 

Over the years, many countries have 
commemorated Mr. Bell on their 
postage stamps. Some of these, with 
the year of issue in brackets, are:Ar­
gentina (1944); Chad (1976); India 
(1976); Lesotho (1987); The Maldives 
(1978); Mauritania (1972); Monaco 
(1965); Niger (1972); Togo (1976); the 
United States (1940); and Uruguay 
(1976). These stamps and the many il­
lustrated postal meters used by pri­
vate companies could make an enjoy­
able exhibit. 

Although many countries might still 
issue stamps for Mr. Bell this year, the 
only announced item is a program in 
Scotland. 

Mini-Ex, the Ottawa-Hull inter-dub 
exhibition hosted this year by the RA 
Centre Stamp Club, was held Feb. 27. 
Some 100 people heard from Chantal 
Amyot of the Canadian Postal Muse­
um. Ms. Amyot spoke on the opening 
of the museum's permanent exhibition 
facilities June II and two upcoming ex­
hibitions: The Winged Messenger 
(June II-Sept. 30), dealing with the birth 
of air mail; and The Value of the Error 
in Philately (June u-Oct. 13), featuring 
priceless international philatelic gems. 

The Ottawa Philatelic Society (OPS) 
won the inter-dub trophy by winning 
three of the four categories in compe­
tition. Jim Kirch, Al Chadwick and 
David Madeley respectively won in 
the British North America, Foreign 
and Topical categories. Andy Ellwood 
of the Canadian Forces Philatelic Soci­
ety won the Miscellaneous category. 

Alf Dyer's Great Britain, Edward VII 
- High Values was the winner ofBest­
in-Show and Most Popular Exhibit. 

• 
Canada Post issued a new press re­

lease listing the 1997 stamp program, 
including a March 3 single stamp for 
the Bill es brothers, founders of Cana­
dian Tire, on its 75th anniversary and a 
June 12, two-stamp set honouring race­
car driver Gilles Villeneuve. 

Two 100th anniversaries will be 
commemorated: the Victorian Order 
of Nurses (May 12) and the Knights of 
Columbus (Aug. 5). A new series on 
historic highways will begin in June 
and continue for three or four years. 

It is Canada Post's Canada Day 1997 
offering, replacing a series of twelve 
prominent Canadians. That series, due 
in September, has been reduced to four 
stamps featuring federal politicians Real 
Caouette, Judy Lamarsh, Lionel Chevri­
er and American-born Martha Black. 

Charles Verge is vice-president of the 
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada. For 
questions and comments, write to him 
c/o The Citizen, IIOI Baxter Rd., Box 
5020, Ottawa K2C 3M4. 
He can also be reached on Internet at: 
vergec@sympatico.ca 

NEXT WEEK: Coins 
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~Ex!Jiliit's; tifle.,nage 
[:iJi~~fSJ~p tO_Success-1 

'I w• ith ORAPEX '97, Ottawa's with a bang and say: "Ho~ thi~ for I, I • • ,. 1 s. ...~1.:b' . d th • i' , '~~t~on~ . tamp J:.AJJi. . . 1- openers_ an , ·yes, _ere 1s more to 
~ _ tton. cpmmg up·Aprib6- come." It can be a stamp, cover, fancy 

1
.__ . 27 at the ciuling rink of cancel, essay or proof. The choice is 
-;Jhe RA Centre on Riverside Drive, I left to the exhibitor. Hopefully, the 
;: thought it might be ppropriate to jQt . item is appropriate, is not Jost in a 

.._ I: d~wn a few i9eas on what you should. page and is not in competition with 
11 e~ctto $ee 'when you lOQk at the ti- the title. . , -
l tie page p( an. exhibit at tlie fhow. 1 'Look for short, to~the-p_oint state­
f ';['hese arejhe·same items :an ex- ments of intent and scope· ofthe ex­
f hiJ,itor should introduce Into' the title • hibit. American ' international ex-

1: p~ge, items a J\ldge looks for when at- • hibitor George Guzzio's statement for 
« tributinganawardtotheexhibit. f his exhibit can-serve as an example. 
l Has the dust jackel' df a book enti He described Penguinalia ~ as "the 
: you to purchase it _or was it l,y exainin- w;orld of the penguin ai; seen through 
~ ing the title and content pages that . the medium of philat~y: from disc;ov­

IT ~u decidedf The sai:iie ·can be said of er/. in the 'Yfid tci the captivity' of mod- -
!~P exhibits. The object of th~ q- ~rn civfilzation." The first part is in-
, hibit's title page is to makethcf~ewer . tent; the second is scope. Further de-
take notice and want. to buy. It is 'a • • scriptions are for the exhibit. '.. 

.;: bnef theme.Df the exhibit,.with its pa- A title page is etl'ectivc.whenit.does 
'" rame'teis, prologue, setting, era· and ·.not look like-. tlie . exhlpitoi has 

· • m@d wrap~ iJlto one,page. Has the whipped-it up at the last minute:.and 
exhibitor'been successful in.~ there is some eviden~ 9f ~ents 
keting attemRt? JJelqw ~ Sbme JX! - ~~ size, fonts,' cplRu.is, spacing and . 

, ers on how you, as a viewer, can make layout. The _title page is the exhibitor's 
t~e he or she hail done ~e work. 'calling'card, an expression of the ex-

1 .c:ne titJf_is 'the pred9minant e- -· Jul,itor 'aiidthe'.'exbibit's theme. lfyou ­
.,_,.~ent o{ the_~ and should stand out. can follow the exhibit thr.9ugh th~ title 
·)'l\l'l exhibitor can use 'large computer page, then the exhibitor has succeeded 
- I fonts oi a cottunercial transfer type to in creating a road map for the better 
·•achieve this.1,1ie subj~cl. choseo. can • enjoyment of the stamps and philately 
-11mt1uence the !Jyle oflett~·Martin on.display. • • . . . 
~tuthef an<ftij~ Reloqnat{9n woµld : • • , , ,!!; t'.~~-i ' • :' :, H 
~ "®rk well m German Gothic. It also · • , . • ; .. • . • 4 

• 

~ ggests ~e·.~4·p1ac~ ~~, ~ J'he sprhlg ·~~s.u~pf _Canada Post's 
_;.-be fo,mM ool~ ancient, modem. t)if- sales catalogue, Collecttons of Canada, 

1£.fere~t 'siz~s1 of~~ f!Ul. ~\ ·us~·but 
I has a _i1~Yfc• m'.ote attra~ ve '19,<>~ How-' 

-~~ee _qr ro~ r?~ Afl~~ sh~dbe ~ ,it.~ep,f¥.ip tpe ~~P~~!em 
~~c1ent.~· • • :"1 • L ' :J : IS previous lSSUes. By the time ~u re-
9 l ' What does'it all ,do? lt~.att'bn,- . •·ceiye ;!i, ii~#Iy~~ll the .~taip.p~' and . 
~l'lbn ran~ kfeps ~e ~bit !rom be- • produc~,.~ it.already ~ave b,een on . 
!'amnng anonymo . .. ◄ • sale fot:some time. When fnyl:dpy ar­
; .-:,The choice ofthe1title is linportant rived March 26, the only product it 
}!&hlbito'rs shoti!d ~e',caf~ful to ~oid showednotyet'onsalewastheQuebec 
!::§mgle word titles such .as Sports or en Fleurs 97 booklet, which was to be 
~ Mhsic, or titles with the added words issued yesterday. • 

On Stamps: The following titles sug- - : 
-gest vast subjects but with parameters . ~les Verge is vice:-presidentof the -
that need no clarification: Music ·- RoyalPhil~telicSocietyofCanadi:t.For 
' Renaissance to Romanticism or Sports questions and comments, write to him I 

ef the Ancient Wqrld -~ • • • • . ,c/o The Citizen, m;u Baxter Rd.,_ Box 
• :rhe exhibitor ·may choose to in- 5020,0ttawaK2CJM4.Hecaiialsobe 
elude a philatelic or postal item OD the reached on Internet at:. vergec@syril­
title page. If one is displayed, it is patico.ca • • ' ' • ' JL- .. • , ·- - , 

-preferable that it should be postal. . -···--- ______ ,. 
This is the exhibitor's chance to open NEXT WEEK: Coins 
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Pearson deserves honour 
on anniversary of birth , A a nation, why do we refuse 

to issue stamps for people 
who deserve it? April 23 was 
he 100th anniversary of the 

birth of Canada's foremost diplomat. 
• He was one of Canada's representa­

tives to the founding of the United Na­
tions and became president of its Gen­
eral Assembly in 1952. His greatest 

: diplomatic coup came when he pro­
. posed that the UN become involved in 
, peacekeeping, an area of Canadian in­
:. terest still. For his efforts, he was 

awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1957. 
If that were not enough, he led the 

·government that gave us the Canada 
Pension Plan, universal medical care, a 
new flag and official bilingualism. 
Most other countries would jump at 
the chance to philatelically honour 

- such a person. 
Lester Bowles Pearson (1897-1972) 

deserves better from our Post Office 
than the limited edition set of three 
souvenir envelopes available only 
through the National Philatelic Centre 
in Antigonish, N.S. Did you know that 
Mr. Pearson and Louis St-Laurent (PM 
from 1948-1957) are the only two 
prime ministers never honoured by a 
commemorative stamp? 
- And while I am on this subject, the 
May 12 45¢ stamp honouring,the 100th 

, anniversary of the Victorian Order of 
Nurses really should give more atten­

:._ tion to its founder, Lady Ishbel Mar­
,, joribanks, Marchioness of Aberdeen 

and Temair (1857-1939). 
You can look up any biography of 

the lady and see how her years in 
•, <:::anada were important to the im­

provement of the status of women, 
health care and many other areas of 

. social needs of the times. Although 
she is not on the stamp, she is margin-

• ally represented at all four corners of 
. the pane of 20 with tiny cameo pie-
- tures. If we cannot honour a Nobel 

Prize winning prime minister on our 
stamps, my guess is that we probably 
do not want to portray a British aristo-

•• crat even if she had a major impact on 
Canada's social development. 

In previous columns, I mentioned 

the lack of information concerning 
this year's postal issues. When Canada 
Post released in February an amended 
list of stamps for 1997, I didn't believe 
that it was complete. During the CS­
DA show in Toronto April 18-20, the 
Canada Post booth handed out a list of 
future issues with their proposed 
dates of issue. Why is this type of in­
formation not generally available? 

Here is the list with their dates of is­
sue. All stamps are 45¢ denominations 
unless otherwise stated: Law Society 
of Upper Canada (May 23), Ocean Fish 
(four stamps, May 30), Confederation 
Bridge (two stamps, May 31), Scarlet 
Tanager (No. 10 envelope, June 3), 
Gilles Villeneuve (45<1: + 90¢, June 12), 
John Cabot (joint issue with Italy, June 
24), Scenic Highways - Canada Day 
(four stamps, June 30), Industrial De­
sign Conference (July 23), Maxville 
Highland Games (Aug. 1), Knights of 
Columbus (Aug. 5), World Congress of 
PTTs (Aug. 18), Year of Asia-Pacific 
(Aug. 25), Canada-Russia Hockey Se­
ries (two stamps, Sept. 15), Famous 
Canadian Politicians (four stamps, 
Sept. 26), Supernatural Creatures 
(Oct. 1), Moose Definitive ($8, Oct. 15), 
Christmas (45¢, 52¢ + 90¢, Nov. 3) and 
Royal Winter Fair (Nov. 6). A caution­
ary note: Si.nee this is Canada Post, 
"subject to changes" are the impera­
tive words for this list. 

The fish and Confederation Bridge 
stamps and scarlet tanager postal sta­
tionery will debut at the Canada Post 
booth at PACIFIC '97. This World Phi­
latelic Exhibition is May 29-June 8 in 
San Francisco. A large contingent of 
Canadian exhibitors, dealers and phi­
latelic organizers will be there. The 
show is celebrating the 150th anniver­
sary of the first U. S. postage stamps . 

Charles Ve~e is vice-president of the 
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada. For 
comments, write to him c/o The Citizen, 
1101 Baxter Rd., Box 5020, Ottawa K2C 
3M4. He can be reached on Internet at: 
vergec@sympatico.ca 

NEXT WEEK: Coins 
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Self ~adheSive stamps· 
call be sOaked off paper., 

... -- 1 ·... ... • .. • • .. , ~ . ~ 4 .. t _,. . .J • ·""·• ..--4,.,. 

... • ~ ... '1 • ~ 7 ':I 

P
ACIFIC '97, the World Philat- In other words, they should give you 
elic Exhibition in San Francis- a sales contract detailing a little more 
co, ends this weekend and I precisely the way in which they will 

. ain enjoying every minute. My sell your material. The contract 
next column will have the results of sliould also itemize the expected costs 
local entries at this event. ;_ --· ·you should ·expect to pay against the 
: Most letters from readers concern . sales realizations. It is prudent, if you 
,tamp collections they have on hand ~ the seller, to ask the auction house 
or inherited. From time to time, read- for a pamphlet listing the important 
ers raise questions for which I have no . inf~rmation you should know, includ-
answer or that are of gerieral interest. ; ing the selling charges. • 
: One reader asks about soaking self-. • Auction houses have varying base 

.. •dhesive stamps off paper. I could fmd ra~es pf commission for sellers. It 
little on the subject, so I asked Canada • could be 10, 15 or 2d per cent. In, addi-
Post and frfends for help. . , ., tion, it is important that you fmd out if , 
: Canada Post's terse answer was to there are insurance, transportation, il­
+simply soak them in~ water like lustration or storage charges or you 

• ahy other stamp... • • . .. could be in for•a rude a~ning when 
...;:::-:--c. John Hotchner, columnist for Linn's .._you receive the sale's proceeds. • . ~, 
- Stamp News, suggests that some care ., Most auction houses will spell these 

is needed, although he uses the same • out for you without asking, but don't 
procedure he has used for the last 35 forget that they are iJ?. business to make 
years with a few refmements:- . -~;., money. You want a good return on 
,; The procedure.is siinple: use a'luke- your investment, so don't hesitate to 

~-warm water bath, "thumb,. the stamp bargain for better terms and rates. Slid­
t>:ftee of gum and plact! facs down on a ing scales of commissiori charges for 
' ·--l\a}f-folded sheet of n~ This is sellers are frequent. If your collection 
:.' 

1
where Mr. Hotchnei's refmements I • ·: is important enough. you can probably 

~-:come in. Make sure th'.at ~en remov- pbtain specific .aon-nionetary terms 
.. ing the stamps from the water you take suited to you and your collection. 

"::off all the gum, particularly on the • • ; . • , • , - I 

~: ·&~ges. You might have to pull or re- . _· The National Postal Museum - the 
/,;~i:nove the stringy remnants. Do not trunc~ted ,:version without the 
:t overlap the stamps when laying them ,archives and library - now occupies 
·: ~"?on the newsprint. If you do, they might ,permanent display space at the Cana-
, t'' stick together in the drying process. - dian Museum of Civilization, 100 Lau-
- L ,-- In the past, newspaper sheets could ,rierSt., Hull. , • .,__ : • • - , • , 
-~~ piled one on top of the o~er. T~y, TJ:te official p~~lic ope~-is J~e 12 
''- ~th the new gums; you sho~d lay out when two special exhibits will be 

the sheets individually to dry for highlighted. The first is The Value of 
: .,, about 12 hours. The last step is to put the Error, a multimillion-dollar exhibit 
, .the dried stamps in a telephone -book .·'on _stamps whose errors in colour, 

'~:and weight the book down. Two days , printing, perforation, etc., increase 
;';_~ter, your seU:-adhe~ive stamps their value. The second exhibit on 
~ .... ~\iould be ready to mount in albums. mail carried by air, specifically by Air 
:- Another reader asked what guaran- France and its predecessors, is entitled 
• .;'.' '.iees he should expect from auction °the Winged Messenger. Both exhibits 
·: :tfouses when he turned over his col- have guest curators. Pascal Rabier 
,.,---lection for sale. He felt that those of- - from the Musee de la poste of Paris, 

fered by the auction house 4e was • where The Value of the Error was con- c 
-,~ealing with were not sufficient. ceived and originally shown, and Maj. 

In fact, they were weir within the Richard K. Malott, retired National 
standard norm anc:i practices. I ex: \Var Museum curator and Canada's 
plained to him that reputable auction foremost specialist on aerophilately. r.· . 

.'houses will provide a temporary re- • 
• .. ceipt on the spot when you transfer Charles Verge is vice-president of the 

the material to them. Later, once they RoyalPhilatelicSocietyofCanada. ~ 
· have had time to examine the material Write to him c/o The Citizen, no1 Bax- 1 

- --more carefully, they should give you a ter Rd., Box 5020, Ottawa K2C JM4. He & 
more comprehensive receipt, usually can be reached on Internet at: 1 
in the form of the lotting arrange- vergec@sympatico.ca 

1
: 

ments for sale. NEXT WEEK: Coins 
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da'°' ani Italy,haveJis's~ed/;;;:¥ • t!.dwfoW1~· . , w,;iti~°i.: 
:. ,very attractive joint stamp is-- had·a dual purpose for they com.memo- · 

\ I• sue _honou;-ing ,the 5oot9. an- rate'q the 60th anniversazy,of the reign 
niversary of John Cabot's ap- of Queel?- Victoria. ';I\vo Holbein paint-

. arance . on the shores of Nort4 ings.were'usedtoshowCabotandKing : 
erica .. He landed.at Cape Bonav- • Henry v,rr. The.~abot painting, id~nti­

a, Newfoundland, on St.,John's,day, fled as Johl,l Cabot on µte.stamp, is real- .. 
June 24, 1497.·0thers believ!! C,abot's •, ly one of Sebastian painteci1by Holbein·· 
lano.fall.to be at CaP.e•Breton'Islan'd~~ ' for.IGng·Edward VI in'the~1550s. ' C ' .:..·~ 

Nova 'Scotia O .., 
1 

where 'in New, ., 'In i9.20: some .provisionals were is-; ... 
~d . '",. , • ,sued.using the 1897 Cabot stam s. ~e 

en • -cent and 35-cent ' gecl.1 

ab • ee Cents" in bl ·~, 
lia t receivel a ·" -
en· ge~in the same c • 

• Newfound\and, being as ·f (!Se o' u~• 
rie rope as you can get'in North America, 

t1!,ree became tp.e departure :~<! lanqing 
•santius , ' stages;_of many oftP~. mo~t famous. 

e ·well tr_ans<!tlanti<; aeronautical.attempts. 
_ riS9t, ,On)hffe ocpsipns, t~~ !_8i7, Caqot; 

P.ortugal . s,tamps were over rinted, or , sp5•· 
fo ,charged to· he as.1 In 1919,.the 15~ • 

as ~urcliarge" 
ht: , 

• on 
.the 
~el 

,t 

,n 
n 

~ ,1> • • .' J 
. ' · . ~IC 197_ -· 
- pants-include 1 
·; •• J'Byto'W!l:\ (ps.eu -

e, , da,,185i!.1867; • 
• eqiting,The'Cp F-

t · • meil'medals1w r, 
- • St. Hel~,na; 1,85 e 
, Vadeboncocur, of 

• large,silvers to, <;l 
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• lafivit)'.' stfillds , 
• . : ; naai:an ISsui~sii,l 

·----~- --~~ ..,._..,...,,,__..,.:.a,,---
·~• ::--· 1\-:-:r•~ ~ r.1,..:;,rv; 1 
~stamp issues·~ • th1fi9th"'ann~al Thousani Islands"' 

I • are some of the most creative 'Stamp; Coin, Post~ard and' Collec- i 
r.c,v.1rr ... T~ei1' Co*deraJi~n , tables Show at the arena in .Clayton, ··. 

. ridge''d~owitl\ a,non-postal- New York, on July 26. from 10 a.~. tq l 
'7JY v.µj,d•\abel'~etv(_~en; th,e'creativcf usev;-S~P,7~ :~

1
and'Juiy•~77fromJ1~ a,:m. 't(p ..t 

of the mar~ around,the·p~es oftl;te,;i;p.m~:~ 'I ( Wt:H .\.j , 111 •JJ 

Occ:;an,_Fisli, Vict9ri¥1'.0rder,<>f N¾s'eJ ;I ,: ."'A'.dpussi9n is $1 Cdn. Of ,U.S. and 50 
11nd Cab,~ sta¥tp~; ap..d·the layo¼l,t,ofy cents for chil.dren._1'11 be1there n~xt ­
f1:J:e! Villeneuve, 'M,2tor 9ar> Raf ing, t S~nu:day. Drop by ari!i say hello. ! 11

1 : 
panes to,provide foi:{gutter, pairs1aie ,,, • • j •~ Ve, ... , , ' 

. some excellent ,examples of the art of I RecentlY, the~ .S. Posfal,Service:is-
. 'the graphic attist ·and )ndustria ~ ;1- ed· a set ;of stjunps:featuring mov.ie·, 

signer. .,..., ! ,· • ,.. ,.. I 'onsters. 1 ·,;J • ,/1, .• ~ h l • 
:·:.On July(23, ~anada · ost will'is ,N~w, Grea.~.;~ritafu's.Royftl ~ail h.as·: 
stamp, to honour' Jnterna leased a four-stamp1set'dedicated ,to · 

I~~strial D;si g;:.ess__ ~s of To!.f!?r_f~riqg•Dracula ' 
• ,Toronto. , • . ankenstein, Jekyll and Hyde, and tb,e 

• re ... is-'only ... a,"sing!~ ,. "I;Io~ds of th~,B~keMJ.!.es. , ·,,. ,...,i,;, , . 

11 be•~eparated in the .• , ,And•to celebrate the 5othtanniver_r 
Ii by 24 individual la- . sar;y-of th Horse.§ociety;'thel' 

twg,C,:an~dj.an achi9ye- }3,oyal Ma released . a-·set"'oJ· 
itjdus • /;Each P,~e sta:ip.p~ , ep;s tmg . J?ho~p~ ;of J.he7 

0I)tams·u 1mltwo rut:- • Queen's ownceremorualhorses;, ., /J 
' - ' ~ ' • The illustrjltions shQw;.!'fo ,c~riage 
nJ o( those ho~ses from ~e Royal M~ws JUJ.d hyQ 

mounts from'-the Housenold Cav . 
r,rh~ guards al"eTpicturCd al ~ 
horses'in full!ceremonial 

• e - • ·. heck local • dealer 
• 1 ps of Great Britain or write 1-

. , be~.,..of"'~ar . , e . t_ly to'the ~y.µ • • • • • 
; ~p •Hous~,0~1Com_m _1f"~urf au; . • 

-~ and eneraL • ·,; ' urgh, Scot! 
" '. ere·rmght be'an ·outc-,,.from c i. .\ ::,, l 1' 

"T • • I J ,....,. ":_]' . r ;;, f , 
-1ectors who feel'that,Canada Post,1s ,;,With'fi.lesfr 
'}forcing them tc>'l,uy· a full sheet of the •• ,, "' f '· 

' .. J ,.. • \ • 

' In ure that Charles Ye 
,; ~~of:la~ .: 'RoY.a(Phjlat . ·Ji 

• _ } . Qu,estions a 1'!t' toi 
n Habels •• him~c/or'Fhe <;,1tizen,~1011J¥ter R ,. • ·;­

ps·in Box 5020! Ottaw.a[K:zC 3¥4. He can be J'.. 
l~c- reaclied oninternet,at:',, '.•, • r· , ,. 1 

• ' ' L. - c@~mpatico.cci· ., •• 
:,~ /'. ' ;' 1 ,I , ~i , ·,:, • '1 , 

- ,.,.,......, '.,., .,..,,..., ·...,, ... ~.;-. ~- WEEK:· Coins \J 
• 1 Here are s~me Inter • • ••• ,-· ' • ;,, 

s. • • 

ri y Group 
C !P,:i'.loun\'.,orld,com- • 
s_erve;c9m omepag~s/-BeRS.G/-

~hile ·its,,.sfs.t~r~ qrganizatio,µ1 ,the 
Brit!_s~ :W.=.,st InwestSD;ldY..f ~£!~, ha~ 

_ http://ourworld.compuserve.com/Ste 
yeJarvi~/]i,l\'jS,£,4.t~ ,a~j!~ we~ ad: _ 
dress. . • '· .. 

rth American- ••. 
,~a.t!d"'" 

postal • 
s, ter- ., 

ons1fo ~ 
~ntral', 

C 

., •K(Yf3J3: "rf. 
~tr.;,,,,,_ .. " -~. ,, ... -:-' 
will be 'attending 

;..,1 ~n,,.,,J,th ,...~..,, ,'\ 
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New })Ostcards 
available in Ottawa '. 0 n July 2, Canada Post re- • round out the elected directors-at-

:- leased postage-paid post- large. With their election, the board 
• cards featuring the current has more women members than any 

45-cent Canadian Flag defini- previous board as they join Pat Stil­
tive. The stamp on the card has no de- well-Walker, who was re-elected vice-

~ nomination, -but the card reads president, and Janet Klug, who won 
Postage paid. For posting 'in Canada the position of secretary. 
and delivery worldwide._ ' • 

.•i: Twenty-five different cards are Four new stamps.were' issued this 
--available, either singly or in four sets., mo.nth in what is norplally a quiet 
. Sets were prepared for, and are qnly time of the year. Pipes and drums, 

available in, Ottawa, Montreal and Scottish country dancing and the 
Toronto (five cards each) and a 10- Caber Toss illustrated the Aug. 1· re­
card generic Canada set. lease for the 50th anniversary of the 

• Only eight sales outlets have them in Maxville Highland games. The em­
•• Canada besides the National Philatelic blem of the Knig~ts of the Columbus 
: Centre. There are two sites in Montre- took pride of place on the Aug. 5 issue 
: al and three each in Toronto and Ot- commemorating their 100th anniver-
' tawa. Ottawa sites are Canada Post sary in Canada. On Aug. 18, pictures of 

• ; Headquarters' shop on Riverside Dri- various communication workers and 
- ve, Station B at Sparks Street Mall and • the logo of the Postal, Telegraph and 
Elgin Street, and Station D on Laurier Telephone International labour orga-

: Avenue West. When I went to the nization will be found on a single 
headquarters' shop, the five Ottawa stamp in honour of its 28th World 
cards were available but only seven of Congress.,T1'e last stamp will be is­
the Canada cards. They cost $1.29 each/" , sued Aug. 25 for (:anada's Year of Asia . 
However, through the Nc!tional Philat- ., ·, Pacific. It is a thematicist's . dream 
elic Centre, 74. St. Ninian St., Antigo- showing a collage depicting many key 

.; nish, N.S., B2G 2R8, ym~ can purchase .. trade issues; its date of issue coincides 
each city pack for .$5 and the Canada with,the op~ning of,the Asia Pacific 

-' pa<!k for $10. Canada Post con~iders Economic Co-operation Energy Mµl­
this a pilot project until February. If isters meeting in Edmonton. 

• , successful, other.cities will be added. • • 
- • • • • Always happy, showing pleasure in 

Close working relationships be- seeing you and greeting you with the 
.' tween the Royal Philatelic Society of words of Wilbur the pig in Charlotte's ' 
·,. Canada and the American Philatelic Web, "Salutations, my fancy way of 
'.Society (APS) were the byword dur- ·,'saying hello," i_s how.I will always re-

ing the last four years und~r the APS member Ron Kitchen who died last 
,, presidency of Randy L. Neil. John M. Sunday of cancer. Ron was a 'stalwart 
-.Hotchner's election as president for , of m;my of the Ottawa stamp clubs . 
. _the next two years will ensure they _.fJ.though.his collectll}g ~terests were 

·-continue.to-develop and progress. Mr. eclectic, he spi;cialized in Ottawa ppst 
-, Hotchner won in the closest and card views and military and railway 
·toughest fought APS election in recent mail. Constantly accompanied by at 
. years. He received 5,071 votes while least two cameras, he took it upon 
his opponent, former Board of Vice- himself to record, during the last 

• • Presidents Chair Ken Lawrence, re- three decades, the history of philately 
. ceived 4,597 votes. Mr. Hotchner is a and stamp collecting in th~ Ottawa 
popular philatelic writer. • area. These efforts will stand as a 

Two other y,ell-known writers join memorial to him. Our condolences :to 
• • him on the new board: Lloyd de Vries, Lillian, his wife of 55 years, and to his 

who used to pen particle's for Stamp family. • 
Collector and now writes for Linn's 
and Scott's Stamp Monthly, and Wayne 
Youngblood, the publisher of Stamp 
Collector. and Stamp Wholesaler, who 
was_ the top vote-getter among the 
seven candidates vying for the four 

• -positions of director-at-large. Ann 
Triggle of Clarence, New York, and 
Jeanette Knoll-Adams, of Indianapolis, 

Charles Verge is vice-president of the 
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada. For 
questions and comments, write to him 
c/o The Citizen, 1101 Baxter Rd., Box 

. 5020, Ottawa K2C 3M4, He can also be 
reached on Internet at: 
vergec@sympatico.ca 
NEXT WEEK: Coins 
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Canadian sltamps honour 
four federal politicians 

0 
n Sept. 26, Canada Post will 
issue stamps celebrating four . 
federal politicians who made 
their mark on Canadian life 

- Martha Louise Unger Black, Julia 
Verlyn (Judy) LaMarsh, Lionel Chevri­
er and Joseph David-Real Caouette. 

Martha Unger (1866-1957) was born 
into Chicago high society, but left to 
join the Klondike Gold Rush. She sup­
ported her three sons by running a 
milling business. In 1904, she married 
George Black. He was appointed Com­
missioner of the Yukon (1912-18) and 
held the Yukon seat in Parliament as a 
Conservative from 1921 until 1935. Be­
cause of ill health, he was unable to 
run again that year. Although Mrs. 
Black was nearing 70, she canvassed 
the large Yukon constituency, became 
the second woman elected to the 
Canadian Parliament and retained the 
seat for her husband while he was re- • 
cuperating. And for her work with 
Yukon flora, the Royal Geographical 
Society named her a Fellow. 

Miss LaMarsh (1924-80) - broad­
caster, writer, lawyer and legislator -
was a woman for all seasons. We know 
her best as the Liberal MP for Niagara 

:falls (1960-1968). Her stint as minister 
in Lester B. Pearson's cabinet brought 

, her national recognition. As minister 
. . of health (1963-65), she was responsi­
:. ble for the adoption of Medicare and 

the Canada Pension Plan, and she was 
Secretary of State (1965-68) for Cana­

, <la's Centennial (1967). She also estab-
~ lished the Royal Commission on the 

Status of Women and wrote several 
books including her best-known, 
Memoirs of a Bird in a Gilded Cage. 

.. • Mr. Chevrier (1903-87), a lawyer, 
, politician and diplomat, was a Corn­

wall native. He represented the federal 
ridings ofStormont (1935-57) and Lau­
rier (1957-65). He was minister of trans-

' port (1945-54) and president of the 
, Privy Council for a few months in 1957. 

He was president of the St. Lawrence 
·' Seaway Authority (1954-57). When the 

Liberals returned to power in 1963 he 
was appointed minister of justice and 
attorney general, resigning to become 
Canadian High Commissioner to the 
United Kingdom (1964-67). 

Mr. Caouette (1917-1976) hailed from 
, the Abitibi region of Quebec and, al­

though elected in a bye1ection in 1946, 
was unable after 1948 to successfully 

- stand for election in either the House 
• of Commons or the Quebec Legisla­

ture. It wasn't until 1961 that he rose to 

New stamps honor Martha Black, 
Lionel Chevrier, Judy LaMarsh 
and Real Caouette. 

prominence by merging his Ral­
liement des creditistes with the Social 
Credit Movement and becoming asso­
ciate leader of the party. In the 1962 
election, 26 of the 30 Social Credit 
members were followers of Mr. Caou­
ette. He broke from the national party 
and recreated his Ralliement des 
creditistes in 1963. By 1971, he reunited 
the two and became national leader. Ill 
health caused him to resign in 1976. He 
was an ardent federalist who chose his 
economic views carefully to ensure his 
popularity with rural Quebec electors 
who feared the large power structures 
emerging from the Quiet Revolution. 

• 
Christie's has landed a major auction 

of Canadian archival material. In 1990, 
Christie's was instrumental in selling 
the archives of the American Bank 
Note Company of New York. Spink 
America, the Christie's affiliate that 
handles the sale of stamps and bank 
notes, is now selling the archives of the 
British American Bank Note Company 
of Ottawa. The catalogue for the Oct. 
10 stamps sale can be obtained from 
Andy Kupersmit, Spink America, 55 
East 59th St., New York, N.Y.10022, U.S. 
The bank notes sale is Dec. 2. 

Charles Verge is vice-president of the 
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada. 
Write to him c/o The Citizen, 1101 Bax- 1 

ter Rd., Box 5020, Ottawa K2C 3M4. He 
can also be reached on Internet at: 
vergec@sympatico.ca 

NEXT WEEK: Coins -._ 
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~)71~ hOckey ;series c()fumenlbfated 
,,, \.t' I ··, .. 'i l 

.. ~•.•.'",' '\, ,.. , • • I~•• • ' 

~· :· 45:cent stamps. today to com~ • 1 
of high rates where an $8 stamp would 
come in handy. 

•. 'Canada ~ost is issuing <J pair of 

• - memorate the' 25th anniver- • 
• '. sary,, of the . 1972 • Canada-
U.S.S.R. hockey series. 

/ Jorge Peral, of the Canadian Bank 
Note Company, was the engraver for 
the $8 grizzly bear stamp. 

Those of us who follow·ed the 
. eight-game series between two great 
hockey powers saw excellent hockey , 

• in. two .different · styles -that had 
evolved;, virti.ially in-isolation from 
.one other. • . 1 i 
T The ·t~ams played •four games .in 
"'Canada starting Sept. 2, 1972; the S,ovi-- • Second stamp commemorating, 
' et Union stunned Canadians by win- ~5t'1 'atµtiversaryof1972game. 
: nin'g ~ee. . • ·} ,1 ~ ... 

.Canada went on to win three of the • I Featuring th,e g;iz~}y bear, it will be 
four"games in Moscow, tying the other: . :· available in · sheets of four · stamps, 

, This was done thanks to players such starting Oct. 15. Sources within Cana-
• as Phil'Esposito, Yvan Cournoyer

0

and i-da'Post ~ay this. stamp begins a new . 
the...incomparable Paul Henderson, series of definitives highlighting 

. who sce>red three game-winning goals Canadian fauna. 
ipduding the one that won the cham- The high-value stamps will be de-

. pionship for Canada.-· ' s_igned with steel engraving and. 
Canada'Post is extensively market- printed by the intaglio process. The • 

•' ing this issue. In March,"it unveiled the cost of producing stamps by_ this 
design of one stamp showing the play- method is high, but the results are 

• er with jersey No. 1Z: It has protected stunning. 
. : the other _st~p.d,esign :(jersey No. 6). . Qne just h~s to look at Canada's 
• until today, formally launching the most famous stamp, the .1929 
•stamps in Vancouver tonight'at a regu- Bluenose 50-cent definitive, t9 see the 
·1arlyscheduledNHLgame'. • 1 

• .. , beauty of this printi.µg process. The 
,ti The~~ stamp images ,,;µ:e also.found t Bluenose was voted the world's most 
.. on many non-philatelic products in- beautiful· stamp for the• first half of. 
,.eluding.~ black sweatshirt, a puck, a this .century. • 
l~mited; edition print and ? $5 tele- Collectors will applaud _the re-intro-
pho.ne card~. ' .. 1 • • duction of steel engraving while th~y 
, .: I invite.r~aders to ~dentify at least deplore the high value of this stamp. 
foµr of the~Can?q.ian players on the Unfortunately for the collector, this 

. No; 6 jersey stamp (illustrated above): high value meets postal needs; just ask 
'Send guesses to my address belo:'-7, many retail pos~ 'off+ ce operators. 
·postmarked no later than Oct. 1. I will Canada Post and members of the 
:draw a winner -from the correct en- Stamp Advisory Committee 'did' ju.st 
. tries.~d.1te or she will receive an ap- that before 'deciding to go ahead-with 
' propriate philatelic prize. it. • • • ' • • '. • • ' 
• . • , . ,· , ·• • • . ! . • Last week, 'I sent a registered bu~i-

• • 

In the wake of the death of Diana, 
Princess of Wales, there is a feeding 
frenzy for stamp issues featuring the 
princess by . collectors and non­
c'ollectors alike. • .' 

I have seen some stamps, which 
• were worth a few dollars before her 
deat~, being sold for '10 times that. 

From her first appearance on the 
world scene, she has been the subject 
of stamps: the royal wedding, royal 
births and • birthdays have all been 
commemorated. 

Recently, Togo issued stamps 
showing the princess in nine of the 
gowns she auctioned in New York 
this summer to benefit her charities. 
The Marshall Islands have already 
announced three 60-cent memorial 
stamps and $5 and $50 memorial 
coins for Sept. 30 . 

Expect more from other co_untries. 
My only comment is buyer beware. 

. . • 

A new ·stamp club is holding its 
inaugural niee_ting Oct. 15 at 7 p.m . 
The Gloucester.C stamp Club will 
meet in the 'Orleans branch of 
Gloucester Public Library, 1705 
Orleans Blvd. For more information, 
call 824-1534. 

Charles Verge is vice-president of the 
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada. For 
questions and comments, write to him 
c/o The Citizen, 1101 Baxter Rd., Box 
5020, Ottawa K2C 3M4. He can also be 
reached on Internet at: 

. ~ergec@sympatico.ca 
'. '.Some..,controversy will likely sur- ness letter to India and the cost was 
, round Canada Post's ne:w $8 stamp. • $10.65. There are many other examples NEXT WEEK: Coins 
. '.~ ._\ . ·; . ·,' . . '· 
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• LoWe ·will be·reme·mbered 
• '· f ~ ' ... ~ 

for postal ~story work 
!~ :::...;i ,q .. ._ 

I
t's _hard to cover the life of a ma~ . six-~olume Encyclopaedia of British 
like Robson Lowe, when you think • Empire Postage Stamps. This mpnu­
of the more than 80 years he spent mental work appeared between 1948 
~ the hobby. . and 1990. Only the stamps of the Em­

' Mr. Lowe, who died Aug. 18.in Eng- pire in South America and Antarctica 
land at age 92, was a mem!;,er of the had not been covered. To 'mark the 
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada • .1973 publication ofvolunie •fiv.e; The .• 
• (RPsq;· the Ottawa Philatelic Society I Empire in North America, he .was guest ' 
and the Philatelic Specialists Society .,, of honour at an ··_RJ?SC dinner and 
of Canada. • ~ awarded the society's gold medal. ;' 
' He is credited wiµi being the person ·:(; ... He retired in 1980, .but'continued 
,who single-handedly gave postal- . writing, advising .and communicating 
1history collecting prominence in phi- • with philatelists all over the ,world. The 
) ately; was expert in routing out forg- hobby will miss his counsel, his bon­
·ers and.fraud artists;' and was a philat- homie and his philate!i,c ~scoveries. 
elic adviser to Kings George V cµ1d V:I, . . • • ,. " .. , . 
. Edward VIII and Queen Elizabeth. • . In my last column, I indicated the 

.. - ·• Mr. Lowe - his friends called him ' .Marshall Islands .would be -issuing 
· Robbie - began collecting at age six stamps to honour.Diana, Princess of 

,and; at age 10, maqe his first large pur,-.-. .:Wales, on Sept. 30. I.s_hould.haye men--
'chase of1,ooo British Empire stamps ., tioned that they were designed by 
, to begin his career.in philately. ·.~ .. Canadian a,rtist and stamp. designer 
, II?,,19:20 J!e j(!_ined'.Fox _& 

1
Co., 'a .~:m- ~ Tom. ~cNefly. The ~ari\?J1~an i,sland ~ 

,don firm of stamp dealers, explammg of Nevis was first to,1ssue stampi for ; 
to his new employers,that he wanted the princess; its nirie-stamp sheetlet 
to learn how a goo~ business was run was available Sept. 16. ' 

, 1 so t11at he co,uld start on~. of his, 9wn. ,,. . . , . . .~. , . . ,,. . ; : , 
: .,Scared of potent!al co°tpeti~iqµ, pis ,, i', I'm P,.lea~ed,with respon~e to my last . 

• boss promptly fired him: " 1 ·: .,, colum1:1 asking t!1e names qf play,ers 
, • Mr. Lowe's fascination with forg- • on one of two recently issued Canadi- , 
• . f ' , . ' '. ~ \ ~ ' ' • ' j • 

. eries }Vas !d!ldl.eq_ when h!! purchased, .,•'. an hockey stamps. The a~~wers ,and . 
. ,a box of 10,qoq ,sta~ps that proved to 'winn~r will appefLr,in, tqe N.9.v. 1,col-
be forgeries m~de' by t];ie Spiro :\3roth--, r, umn: Canada Pqst ,has d,onat~d one of 
ers of Hamburg. Later, he was instru- its Series of the Century (:ollector <;;ift 

, mental in:purchasing and removing ·' Sets, a $40°value, as the prize: ' '· 
• l from the market the whole stock of an- ·?,·,· , : • • . • . • • , ·, • 
. r other philatelic foige~, J~an de Sperati. :;·

1
~. ~ 'f/ ;pectacµlar . e:-!libit, of Canadian 

. l When. he married, he was able to . ; pence and cents issues .,....,. Canada's 
furnish his flat by' selling a 'wedding_\ , first staµips (1851-1868) ~ appeared in 

1 gift from the eminent American phi- :• August on the e~ibition circuit. The 
: latelist, Col. E.H.R. Gr~en, a .copy of: ri B,:igh~m Collec.tion has ~~ri, ,in its 

. ; the United States' i;nost fai;nous air~:;·.: firs~ two outings, the Gr~d 1Award at . 
, mail stamp, the 24-cent Inverted Jenny. ; ,,NorH-1 ~erica's•two'mq~t prestigious • 
. .-,.1;,~e qwned sev.eral businesses in ·shows: STAMPSHOW '97,ip Milwau- • 
~ . ,London and ijournemq~th; tu_rajng to' v,ke7, ,th«r exhi9ition hel~ in conjun,ction • 
.. : aui:;tions in later year~. Soine :~uFtions -~·,witl,f t}:ie _cor:iv~ntipn1 of the American 
: we're world famous, such as th7;~<Y;~ of..; ,Plµ,latel).c Soci~o/• an4 RQX.f+ * 1997 * 
. (thi; B4rr~s ~ollection over a thr~e- _:,,.;1flOX~;E, .the Ca~_g~ry·' convention 1 

ryear pen.q~. m . the ,early '6ps1 which , . show of the,RP1S,C
1
.J_t:~ pr9J;>a9_lY.She 

netted more than two million.pounds. • best exhibit of such material since. ,that 
• Another was the infamous· 1966 auc- . , of the late Alfred'Licht~·nstein and his . ' 

,.:tion,on ~o~d the' Q~een Mary, which : daught~r. Louise Boyd .l?,W~i~ the_ '.50s ·' .' 
;turned _out to be a disaster as a. result . • and '6os. • 
of adverse weather conditions,and a . 
telephone strike that affected radio . Charles Verge is 'vice-presidentofthe 

1 links to bidders l).IOund the _world~. • ,Roy,al Philatelic Society of Canada. For 
His firm, Robson Lowe, Internation- ', questions and comments, write to him • 

ial, was acquired by Christie's auction .. ., c/o.The Citizen, 1101 Baxter Rd., Box .. 
, house in 1980. ' , · , • 5020, Ottawa K2C 3M4. He can also be 

Mr. Lowe was an avid researcher reached on the Internet at: 
·an~ _Philatelic _writ~r. In addition:to t,'.:.Y!;.rgec@symp0;fic?.ca • ::. 
ed1tmg The PhilatelzcJournal of Great ,,, . • , ' ' 1. ;, ~. , 
Britain, he will bt; remembere9- for his •· NEXT WEEK: Coins 
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Holiday gift ideas­
from books to CD-ROM 

T
his year's holiday shopping 
tips are a bit earlier than usual 
in light of the vagaries of the 
calendar and the tri-weekly 

appearance of the column. 
At the time of writing, Canada Post's 

winter catalogue wasn't at hand; how­
ever, staff at Canada Post were kind 
enough to show me ·a :· copy of this 
year's Collection of Canada Stamps, 
which goes on sale Nov. 6. 

Although the 76-page , hardcover 
book is of the usual high quality, it suf-

• fers by comparison with last year on 
three counts. First, it seems to me that 
its pages are not as colourful as its pre­
decessor. Second, three souvenir 
sheets :were included last year. This 
year's only souvenir sheet, the fan­
shaped Year ·ofthe Ox souvenir sheet, 
is not provided. Finally, the cost for 
the volume has sky-rocketed com- . 
pared to its stamp content value. At 
$44.95, it is $5 more than last year's 
$39.95 counter price. In 1996, the Col- · 
lection contained $34.16 worth of 
stamps; this year, there is only $28.67 
worth. After all these years of a small 
increase of 15 to 20 per cent over the 
face value of the stamps, Canada Post 
has probably decided· to have Collec­
tion purchasers pay the full produc­
tion costs of the book. 

Another product I recommend is a 
CD-ROM called Welcome to Stamp­
ville, an interactive exploration of the 
amazing world of stamps. It includes 
interactive games, stories and activi­
ties for children starting from age 
eight. Adults could also be interested: 
I spent several hours playing with it: 
The $34.95 CD-ROM was produced by 
the Canadian Postal Museum and is 
fully compatible with Windows and 
Mac platforms."lt's on sale beginning 
today; you might want to wait to pur­
chase it until receiving Canada Post's 
promotional flyer in mid-November. It 
has coupons worth $35 in savings, in­
cluding a $5 one for the CD-ROM. 

Both these products should be avail­
able at Canada Post outlets or through 
the National Philatelic Centre at 
1-800-545:4362. 

For those interested in literature, 
UNITRADE recently came out with 
its 1998 Specialized Catalogue of Cana­
dian Stamps. French and English edi­
tions ar~ available in either perfect 
bound ($24.95) or spiral bound 
($26.95). Local stamp dealers should 
have copies of this catalogue for sale. 

If you're inte_rested in Canada's re- • 

cent definitive stamps (since 1972), 
you might want to purchase D. Robin 
Harris's five volumes covering Carica­
ture and Landscape - 1972-78 ($14.95); 
Environment - 1977-87 ($18.95); Arti­
fact and Parliament - 1982-89 ($16.95), 
Wildlife and Architecture -1987-96 
($17.95) and Fruit and Flag - 1989-96 
($19.95. These best-selling handbooks 

. are well prepared and presented and 
have received hig4 awards in North 
American literature competition since 
they came out in Apr'il. You can buy 
them individually or in sets (spiral 
bound or three-hole punched) for 
$69.95 from Saskatoon Stamp Centre 
by calling 1 -800-205-8814. 

Stamp notes 
• Columnist Irving Whynot, in the last 
issue of Canadian Stamp News, wrote 
that Canada Post will issue a stamp in 
the fall of 1998 for the 150th anniver­
sary of the University of Ottawa. 
• The Ottawa Philatelic Society holds 
a floor auction Nov. 6 at 6:30 p.m. in 
Hintonburg Community Centre on 
Wellington Street, east of Parkdale 
Avenue. 
• The annual BYPEX stamp show will 
be Nov. 8-9 at the Talisman Hotel, 1376 
Carling Ave. at the Queensway. Hours 
are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
• The Canadian Stamp Dealers' 
Toronto fall show is at the Queen Eliz­
abeth Build4lg, Exhibition Place, from 
Nov. 14-16. It opens each day at 10 a.m. 
and closes at 7 p.m. on Friday, 6 p.m. 
on Saturday and 4 p.m. on Sunday. 

• 
The winner ofthis column's Sept. 27 

hockey stamp quiz is Mike Carrocetto 
• ofNepean. He will receive, courtesy of 
Canada Post, a Series of the Century 
Collection gift set. The contest asked 
for the names of some of the pl.1yers 
portrayed on the stamps; they include 
Ron Ellis (No. 6), Bill White (No. 2), 
Yvan Cournoyer (No. 12), Serge Savard 
(No. 18), Paul Henderson (helmet visi­
ble), Frank Mahovolich and, perhaps, 
Ken Dryden (gloved hand). The refer­
ee (No. 15) was West German. 

Charles Verge is vice-president of the 
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada. 
Write to him c/o The Citizen, 1101 Bax­
ter Rd., Box 5020, Ottawa K2C 3M4. He 
can also be reached on Internet at: 
vergec@sympatico.ca • 

NEXT WEEK: Coins 
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Winner launches discussion 
on stamp theme mailing 

W
hen he sent in his winning 
entry in our hockey 
stamp quiz, Mike Carrac­
cetto asked if I could 

open the following question for dis­
cussion: "Why don't more people use 
theme stamps in their mailings?" 

Mr. Carraccetto's premise is that it 
doesn't cost any more to use "nice" 
stamps and, goes on to say, that if 
theme stamps are "used regularly, 
they can be matched (even remotely!) 
to the topic of the correspondence." 

His question may have resulted 
from the hockey quiz since one of his 
examples is: "If you are writing to 
Aunt Marcie in Saskatchewan about 
junior's great year in peewee hockey, 
the hockey stamp would be a most ex­
cellent addition to the letter." 

He gives other examples of '97 
stamps that could be used for theme 
mailings, and some are quite humor­
ous. He suggests we use the Gilles 
Villeneuve stamp to mail in our traffic 
ticket; the great white shark stamp for 
the monthly loan payment; the High­
land games stamp on a letter to our 
tailor or seamstress; and the Law Soci­
ety of Upper Canada stamp sent to 
somebody who owes us money. 

He challenged me to fin~thers to 
illustrate this article. 

I would like to add the 1996 Labatt's 
truck to his 1986 John Molson stamp; 
we can send these to our college and 
party friends. 

For those who want to keep family 
or friends in the dark - information 
wise - there are the four 1989 mush­
room stamps. The 1990 weather ob­
servation sesquicentennial stamp 
could be added to a get well card for 
those "under the weather." 

For the horticulturist, the flower­
lover and the dog-fancier, there has 
been a plethora of stamps over the 
years showing these favourite sub­
jects; however, no cats. 

There are doctor and physician 
stamps for your health practitioner. 
Many people with the name John have 
been portrayed, so you could use 
these on your "Dear John" letters. 

With the announcement in Canadi­
an Stamp News of 1998 stamps for the 
150th anniversary of the University of 
Ottawa, alumni should use those on 
their mail, and navy corvettes could 
adorn the correspondence of every 
sailor or retired naval officer. On and 
on it goes. I wonder what one could 
use the skunk stamp for? 

Any reader wanting to add to these 
theme stamp examples can contact 
me at the address below. 

• 
It's not often that recently deceased 

individuals are honoured by their 
peers with a literary memorial. Allan 
Steinhart (1940-1996), the eminent 
Canadian postal historian, is one of 
these exceptions. Under the editor­
ship of Dr. Gray Scrimgeour of Victo­
ria and Dr. David Handelman of Ot­
tawa, friends and colleagues have pro­
duced a book of postal history articles 
and anecdotes by and about Mr. Stein­
hart. It contains 20 of his articles show­
ing his wide range of British North 
America (BNA) postal interests, pho­
tographs of Mr. Steinhart, written trib­
utes and 15 postal history articles writ­
ten by his clients on, "My Favourite 
Covers from Allan." Profits from the 
book go to the Postal History Society 
of Canada's Allan Steinhart Memorial 
Fund, which will be used for awards 
recognizing or supporting research in 
BNA postal history. Hard bound copies 
at $44.69 (postpaid) and spiral bound at 
$29.69 can be ordered from Dr. David 
Handelman, 287 Second Ave., Ottawa, 
KIS 2H8. Send e-mail enquiries to 
dehsg@uottawa.ca 

• 
Is Canadian sovereignty being given 

up to speed the mail? Linns Stamp 
News reports that a new Canadian Pri­
ority Mail envelope mimicking the 
U.S. version is being piloted in Cal­
gary, Toronto, Vancouver and Montre­
al. The copy I have seen is no different 
than the one offered at United States 
Postal Service outlets. The U.S. eagle 
is pre-eminent on the front, as well as 
the words Priority Mail/United States 
Postal Service in English only. The on­
ly reference to Canada is a small Prod­
uct Prepaid by Canada Post Corpora­
tion notation on the back of the enve­
lope. This type of two-to- three-day 
middle of the road service is needed 
between the first class letter rate and 
the expensive overnight service. Too 
bad there couldn't be, at least, a maple 
leaf on the envelope. 

Charles Verge is vice-president of the 
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada. 
Write to him c/o The Citizen, 1101 Bax­
ter Rd., Box 5020, Ottawa K2C 3M4. He 
can also be reached on Internet at: 
vergec@sympatico.ca 

NEXT WEEK: Coins 
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:~. Ireland's first stamp 
[\hits 75th anniversary 

,. ,, . ' 
: ~.Today is the 75th anniversary of 
:, , ' the . Irish Free State's first 
::.,'.,' , '_ . postage stamp: a green two 
;: ',;' '" pence definitive showing the 
:; ;;:piap oflreland. 

•- Stamps of Great Britain were used 
, --:: · from 1840 until Feb. 17, 1922. On that 
: date, the current British definitives 
:: -~.,ere overprinted in Gaelic Rialtar 
:: : sealadac na heireann, which stood for 
' • Government Provisional of Ireland 
' that had come into being Jan.14, 1922. 

Although the post office was nomi­
, nally under the control of the provi­

sional government, the use of British 
stamps was mandatory until Feb. 17. 

·, Full responsibility for the post office 
.: was not transferred until April 1, 1922. 
" , Unoverprinted British stamps re­
' ':' 'mained valid for use in Southern Ire-

land between Feb. 17 and March 31, 
--::-1922. O;i Dec. 6, 1922, the provisional 

- government wa~ to give way to the 
government of the Iri~h Free State. 
The arrival of such a momentous day 
could not go unnoticed postally. 

The provisional government had a 
., ... notice published on Feb. 1, 1922, in the 
~;(-I,:ish Free Press for a national competi-
- i,r ' tion for the design of a definitive se­
... 

1
, ,rtes of postage stamps. However, with 

, -. -Ireland in the midst of a civil war, de-
1
': "tays occurred and it looked highly un­

~...,,1ikely that the series would be ready 
__ , .. .,.on time. The government managed to 

__ g~t one of the stamps in its new defini­
·;:}Jive_ series out on Dec. 6 by having of­
·,,; 'ficials concentrate their work on the 
--~'~d. stamp because it would be the 

.. riJ.ost used (inlapd letter rate and to 
~ 'trreat Britain). 
.--.'v - -This 2d. stamp, and the rest of the 

_
0
.Jsµig definitive series, were to be in 

·:,~ .. }f:je, with a watermark change, for 46 
:-• years until replaced in 1968. Over its 

lifetime it would be available in sheet, 
L".-:Oooklet pane and coil formats. In fact, 
• ':~one of its coil versions, is Ireland's 
-~\xarest stamp. The Dec. 6 original sup­
, - ply of the 2d. was quickly exhausted 

and British stamps continued to be 
overprinted. Now the overprint read 

. . -.S'aorstat Eireann (Free State Ireland). 
·,;"', These were issued on Dec. 11, 1922. 

, James Ingram of Glasnevin, a suburb 
of Dublin, prepared the design for the 
stamp. His design was also used for 
the one penny and 11/, penny stamps. 

They appeared for sale on Feb. 23 
-and Feb. 2, 1923, respectively. The 
- .. stamps were printed in sheets of 240 

stamps consisting of two panes each 
containing 120 stamps (12 wide by 10 

high). Until 1937, paper watermarked 
"se" with the letters intertwined and 
set diagonally in the paper was used. 
With the proclamation of a new Irish 
constitution that year, new stamp 
printings started to use a paper water­
mark with a series of diagonal "e"s. 

Ireland has reproduced its first 
stamp mainly with stamp on stamp 
designs. In 1972, for the stamp's 50th 
anniversary, a single stamp and a sou­
venir sheet - Ireland's first - were 
issued. Again, in'i990, for the 150th an­
niversary of the world's first adhesive 
postage stamp, the Penny Black, Ire­
land's 1922 2d. stamp reappeared. It 
was part of a montage of different 
Irish definitives found on the 50-
pence value. This year, it's again fea­
tured in a montage. It is silhouetted on 
a 32p. stamp against a photograph of 
the General Post Office. 

This new representation of Ireland's 
first stamp was issued Aug. 27, 1997, as 
part of the four stamps "Post Office 
Service to the Nation" phase of a three­
phase commemoration of the 75th an­
niversary of the Irish State. Twelve 
stamps were issued in all celebrating, 
besides the Post Office, democracy 
and state institutions, sport, culture, 
commerce and the arts. 

They wer~ reissued together in a 
limited edition State Anniversary Sou­
venir Sheetlet 'available only between 
Dec. 6 and Dec. 31, 1997. If you are in­
terested in obtaining the sheet or oth­
er Irish stamps, write to the Philatelic 
Bureau, An Post. General Post Office, 
Dublin 1, Ireland. 

• 
Let me take this opportunity to wish 

you all, as well as your families, my 
sincerest best wishes for the holidays 

. and a successful, healthy and prosper­
ous new year. At the start of my third 
year as your stamp columnist I would 
like to thank you for your letters, 
e-mail and general show of support. In 
addition,,many thanks for helpful sug­
gestions and unflagging good humour 
to my Citizen editor, Heather Bishop. 

Charles Verge is vice-president of the 
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada. 
Write to him c/o The Citizen, 1101 

Baxter Rd., Box 5020, Ottawa K2C 3M4. 
He can also be reached on Internet at: 
vergec@sympatico.ca 
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Six commemorative stamps are based on photos oflife-sized sculptures 
of armoured warriors of the Qin Shi Huang dynasty of China. 

2,000-year-old warriors 
featured on UN stamps 

BY SYD KRONISH 

The Associated Press 

One of the most amazing archeolog­
ical discoveries of the 20th century -
the Terra-cotta Warriors of the Qjn 
Shi , Huang dynasty - now comes 
alive on the last set of UN stamps for 
1997. , 

The United Nations Postal Adminis­
tration (UNPA) set consists of six 
commemoratives based on photos of 
some 8,000 life-size sculptures of the 
armoured warriors of the Qin dynasty, 
which ruled China about 2,000 years 
ago. 

In 1974 a group of farmers work­
ing at the foot of Mount Lishan acci- · 
dentally discovered the site of 'a 
burial pit of the huge army of Qjn 
Shi Huang, China's first feudal em­
peror. 

After much digging, the pit revealed 
the Terra-cotta Warriors with their 
bronze horses and more than 100 
bronze chariots. 

According to ·the UNPA, the un­
derground find is a true reproduc­
tion of the above-ground kingdom at 
that time and are true symbols of · 
the elite army defending their em­
peror. The warriors ·are an ancient 
treasure house of splendid sculptur­
al art. 

Also issued by the UNPA is a pres­
tige booklet containing 24 mint 
stamps based on the designs of the 
commemorative stamps on the theme 
ofTerra-cotta Warriors. 

The booklets consist of a die-cut 

front cover with 12 pages of text and 
six pages of four stamps each. Includ­
ed in the booklet are colourful photos 
and illustrations of the Qjn Huang 
Mausoleum, its terra-cotta warriors 
and horses. 

The Terra-cotta Warriors stamps 
and prestige booklets are available 
from the UNPA, P.O. Box 5900, Grand 
Central Station, New York, New York 
10163-9992. 

Island of St. Vincent 
honours opera singers 

The island of St. 
Vincent, a former 
British colony in 
the eastern 
Caribbean, has is­
sued , a series of 
new stamps to ho­
nour famous 
opera singers of 
the 20th century. 

One set pays 
Jessye Norman • tribute to female 
among performers and 
honoured the other to out-
opera singers. • standing male 

singers. 
The women depicted are Maria 

Callas, Beverly Sills, Jessye Norman 
and Lily Pons. The men are Enrico 
Caruso, Mario Lanza, Placido Domin­
go and Luciano Pavarotti. 

Each of the stars is portrayed in 
scenes from famous operas in which 
they had staring roles. 
NEXT WEEK: Coins 



G2 The Ottawa c'itizen, Saturday, December 21, 1996 

STAMPS/ By Charles Verge 

Advisory body makes 
changes to '97 program 

Tim McGurrin, Canada Post's phi­
latelic media spokesman, must 
be finding his job difficult these 

days. 
In the last column, I wrote about the 

new issues for 1997. The information 
was largely based on a Nov. 15 news re­
lease prepared by McGurrin. I had in­
tended to cover the remainder of the 
announced issues in this column. It is 
a good thing I waited since a lot of the 
announced information has become 
redundant. 

It seems that the Stamp Advisory 
Committee (SAC), an appointed body 
of "representative Canadians," has fl. 
nally flexed its muscles. Some issues 
were turfed out, many were changed 
and still others were added to the 1997 
program at an SAC meeting Dec. 6. 

For example. McGurrin's release 
talked about an issue of stamps com­
memorating 12 prominent Canadians 
for Canada Day including Judy 
LaMarsh, Real Caouette and Joey 
Smallwood. The SAC has now changed 
the issue to commemorate 10 former 
provincial premiers including Small­
wood (Newfoundland), Jean Lesage 
(Quebec), John Robarts (Ontario), 
John Bracken (Manitoba), Tommy 
Douglas (Saskatchewan), Ernest Man­
ning (Alberta) and WC. Bennett 
(British Columbia). 

However, the worst debacle for Cana­
dian philately is the cancellation of the 
Canadians in Hollywood issue because 
the SAC did not like the designs pro­
posed. 

McGurrin's release said John Candy 
would be the subject of one of three 
stamps honoring Canadians who made 
their mark in Hollywood. I learned lat­
er that the other two were Raymond 
Burr and Lorne Greene. These stamps 
were to be issued for PACIFIC '97, the 
World Stamp Exhibition in San Fran­
cisco May 28 to June 6. 

(It was announced in a story in the 
Citizen a few <lays after the release that 
Candy's family had declined the hon-
01:) 

As a result of the demise of the 
Canadians in Hollywood stamps. the 
fish stamps series originally scheduled 
for last October will now be the Cana­
dian issue for PACIFIC '97. 

The disappearance of the Hollywood 
issue from the program must be a ma­
jor blow to the Stamp Marketing group 
at Canada Post. They have been work­
ing diligently for tw_o years on a well 

structured marketing campaign that 
would have seen Canada make a major 
philatelic statement during PACIFIC 
'97, where 250,000 to 400,000 visitors are 
expected. The fish issue won't make 
the waves or, for that matter. the money 
the actors would have for Canada Post. 
Canadian philately is poorer for it. 

Three days after the SAC meeting, 
Canada Post announced that a sou­
venir sheet will be issued for the late 
Gilles Villeneuve, the Canadian racing 
car champion. It is another issue that 
has been changed by the SAC, down to 
one souvenir sheet from three. What 
would have happened to Stamp Mar­
keting's arrangements for this issue 
had the SAC cancelled it? 

There is definitely a power struggle 
existing over next year's program. Stay 
tuned for more changes. The SAC will 
meet again in February; the fourth 
time since June - it used to meet twice 
a year. 

Canada Post's marketing staff needs 
to do some homework before then if 
they want to re-establish some stabili­
ty in the stamp program. Perhaps a 
good dose of openness with the SAC is 
needed. A well structured briefing on 
Stamp Marketing's strategic planning 
and marketing plans might be a good 
beginning. 

• As a pilot project, Canada Post pre-
pared Christmas stickers for the greet• 
ing stamps. The availability of the 15 
stickers depicting Santa Claus was not 
publicized and can only be found in se­
lected outlets across the country. The 
Canada Post spokesman with whom I 
discussed them did not know if they 
were on sale (50 cents) in Ottawa. I will 
send a sheet of the stickers to the first 
four readers who send me a self-ad­
dressed stamped envelope . . 

• Today's column marks the beginning 
of my second year of writing for the 
Citizen. I appreciate your letters and 
cards requesting help and informa­
tion. I would also like to know what 
you like in the column and which sub­
jects you feel need more attention. 
Thanks for your support. Happy holi­
days to all readers and their families. 
Charles Verge is vice-president of the Royal 
Philatelic Society of Canada. For questions 
and comments. write to him c/ o The Citizen . 
1101 Baxter Rd .. Box 5020, Ottawa. K2C 
3M4. 

NEXT WEEK: Coins 


	CVerge_OC_column-01-11-97
	CVerge_OC_column-02-01-97
	CVerge_OC_column-02-22-97
	CVerge_OC_column-03-15-97
	CVerge_OC_column-04-05-97
	CVerge_OC_column-05-17-97
	CVerge_OC_column-06-07-97
	CVerge_OC_column-06-28-97
	CVerge_OC_column-07-19-97
	CVerge_OC_column-08-09-97
	CVerge_OC_column-08-30-97
	CVerge_OC_column-09-20-97
	CVerge_OC_column-10-11-97
	CVerge_OC_column-11-01-97
	CVerge_OC_column-11-22-97
	CVerge_OC_column-12-06-97
	CVerge_OC_column-12-13-97
	CVerge_OC_column-12-21-97

