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~ Stampin’ the Future — the CanadianWay
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Sarah Lutgen, (Vernon, B.C.)

Figure 1: The four Grand-award-winning designs to be issued as
stamps on July 1, 2000.
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PX anada was one of the 29 nations that
|. responded positively to the United
w& States Postal Service’s (USPS) initia-
tive of having young people design stamps
for the millennium. The Canadian contest,
announced in September 1998, had an Octo-
ber 31, closing date. To participate, young
Canadians had to fill the entry form and draw
in color their vision of the new millennium.
Entry forms and explanatory packets were

sent to all schools in Canada and 56,000 chil-
dren between the ages of 8 and 12 responded.
Put into perspective, Canada Post received 50
percent fewer entries than the United States
(115,000) for a population one-tenth of the
size. Jim Phillips of the Stamp Products
Division of Canada Post’ said, “we were
‘pleased with the interest in the contest and
particularly the response of Canada’s youth.”
Canada Post set up provincial and territor-

ial selection teams with representatives of
The Royal Philatelic Society of Canada, the
arts and design communities, Canada Post
regional management and local politicians.
Their task was to select 10 winners from each
of the 10 provinces and the then two territo-
ries (Canada’s new territory, Nunavut, did not
come into being until April 1 this year).
These 120 designs were then submitted to

Canada’s Stamp Advisory Committee who
selected 30 semi-finalists and from those
selected the four winners. The semifinalists
designs selected will be displayed in the
Pitney-Bowes Art Gallery of the Canadian
Postal Museum at the Museum of Civilization

Figure 3:
Two members of
Canada’s Stamp

Advisory
Committee,

Rachel Touchette
(left) and ian

Kimmerly, unveil-
ing Rosalie Anne
Nardelli’s winning
design which, like

many other
designs in the
competition,
focused on a
space theme.

in Hull, Quebec, between July 2000, and
January 2001. The four winning designs
(Figure 1) will be reproduced on stamps to be
issued on Canada Day, July 1, 2000.
The 30 semifinalists all won an all-inclu-

sive trip for four to Ottawa, Canada’s capital,
during the weekend of July 31. They and their
families were treated to tours of many of the
major sites in Ottawa including the Parlia-
ment Buildings; Rideau Hall, the residence of
the governor-general; the Museum of Civi-
lization; the Canadian Postal Museum; the
Museum of Science and Technology; and the
Rideau Canal, the world’s longest ice skating -
rink.
On Sunday night, August 1, the semifinal-

ists, their parents and other assorted VIPs met
together in the Great Hall of the Museum of
Civilization where the four Grand Award
winners were announced. These four young
people each won a trip for four to Anaheim,
Calif., where they will meet up with the
Grand Award winners from all the other par-
ticipating countries at the USPS sponsored
World Stamp Expo 2000 (July 7-16, 2000).

In addition they received an IBM person-
al computer and a CD-ROM encyclopedia
from McGraw-Hill Ryerson. Other sponsors
helping Canada Post with this contest were
Via Rail; Bouledogue Bazar, a television pro-
gram of Radio-Canada, the French network
of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation;
YTV, Canada’s Youth Television network; and
the Government of Canada.

The four winners (Figure 2), Rosalie Anne

Figure 2:
The four Grand
award winners.
From left to right:
Joan Cooper
from Quebec or,
Sarah Lutgen,
Christine Weera,
Andrew Wright,
André Oueliet,
Chairman of
Canada Post,
Rosalie Anne
Nardelli and
Marc Lefrancois,
president of Via
Rail.

Figure 4:
Andrew Wright
explaining the f
racial harmony ()
theme of his
winning design
to Rosalie , :
Anne Nardi ;
and her ater NO

he
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ardelli from Quebec, Andrew Wright from
Ontario, Christine Weera from Alberta and
Sarah Lutgen of British Columbia, were
quite excited at their selection as grand award
winners particularly since the announcement
was done in an awards ceremony format. In
fact, Nardelli cried when her name was
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announced and was heard murmuring as she
made her way to the stage: “It’s just like the
Academy Awards.”
As can be seen by the selected semifinal-

ists’ designs, young Canadians think space
will be a major influence for Canadians in the
next century. In fact, three of the winning

designs have a space theme (Figure 3). Racial
harmony was another favorite theme. A
Canadian Press reporter, Leanne Yohemas-
Hayes, interviewed Andrew Wright prior to
the announcement and she quotes him as

‘ describing his artwork this way. “They’ve put
racism behind them. They’re ambassadors of
the planet. Now they’re just out in space, hav-
ing fun” (Figure 4).
This is the fifth contest held by Canada

Post for youth-designed stamps in the last 30.
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519-530) issued, in tagged and untagged ver-
sions, for Christmas 1970 (Figure 5).
Christmas 1975 saw the issue of six chil-

dren-designed stamps, Scott 674-679 (Figure
6). Next came the 17¢-stamp issued for the
Year of the Child in 1979 (Scott 842, Figure
7) designed by Marie Annick Viatour. —
The last, prior to this contest, was Marc

Fournier’s design for the 1983 Canadian
Scouting stamp commemorating the 75th
anniversary of Scouting in Canada (Scott
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Figure 6: The 1975
Christmas stamps.

Figure 7:
The Year of
the Child,

1979.
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Scouting in
Canada 75th
Anniversary,
1983.
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CANADA - BNA
Choice Early Classics to Modern Varieties
JUAN DE FUCA DESPATCH COURIER SERVICE

1983 ROYAL VISIT YEAR CANADA POSTAL STRIKE LABEL.

© Cartier Feeinclodes cost of US. Postoge to Destination

If you are interested in receiving our current price list of stamps
on this field or if you have a wantlist, please give us a call.

Our current illustrated Canadian/BNA price list
FREE on REQUEST

PHILATELIC LITERATURE
Canadian & BNA
Philatelic Literature

ven 08 Saad e We are the world’s largest retail dealer

Internationally Recognized as a Leading Buyer of Canadian Errors and Varieties

Strike, Courier and Local Post
of the Elizabethan Era

Super Introductory Offer

This wonderful field of collecting is
only in its infancy, but is growing with
many new collectors and dealers
becoming aware of the large scope of Ge
material that is available. Many —
collectors compare this field to that of |.
the Semi-Official AirMail stamps — in
many ways the two are very similar. eget
As a special limited offer we have put
together a starter group of 212 different %
stamps, all are listed in this catalogue,
and have a total cat value of C$445.
Many are in full pane form. We are
offering this wonderful group of Mint NH stamps and the above
catalogue, for one low price.

STRIKE, COURIER AND LOCAL POST

OF THE ELIZABETHAN ERA

SECHNE DATION toed

Both the $445 lot of stamps and the $10.95 Catalogue for the
Super Introductory offer of US$110 postpaid.

WANTED: CANADIAN ERRORS
# IMPERFORATES ¢ MISSING COLOURS « INVERTED COLOURS +.

« MISPERFS « COLOUR SHIFTS « PRINTED ON GUM ¢
¢ TAGGING + BETTER VARIETIES ¢

in Canadian and BNA literature.

e Visit our web site for recently received
titles and other book specials.

¢ Our 120-page Canadian/BNA Literature
SASKATOON STAMP CENTRE price list FREE on REQUEST.
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SASKATOON STAMP CENTRE
P.O. Box 1870, Saskatoon, SK S7K 3S2 CANADA

Call TOLL FREE 1-800-205-8814 in North America

ANPh: (306) 931-6633 Fax: (306) 975-3728

E-mail: ssc@saskatoonstamp.com
Web site: www. saskatoonstamp.com


