Prior to the introduction
of the registration service
on May 1, 1855, Canada
had a secure valuables
letter service commonly
called the money letter
system. Although it car-
ried more than money af-
ter its introduction in the
early 19th century, it was
used almost exclusively
for that purpose in the
last two decades of its

existence.
As mentioned in the
Postmaster General’s

Report for the Year End-
ing March 31, 1855, the
concept behind the reg-
istration service was to
provide a service that
would be “applicable to
any letter without refer-
ence to, or recognition of
the special character of
its contents.”

Unlike the money letter
system, a certificate or
registration would be giv-
en to the sender “on the
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Figure 1. Cash was paid for the registration fee of the cover at left. The 2¢ registration fee for the cover at right was paid with a stamp, but
postage was free, as the addressee was a government office.

prepayment of a registry
fee of one penny.”

At its introduction, the
service was available
only for letter mail. How-
ever, postal patrons who
wished to register a book,
periodical or circular
would, in addition to the
registry fee, prepay the
postage at the letter rate
for the weight of the item
rather than at the reduced

rates for those types of
mail. The postmaster then
had to treat the items as
letter mail.

Until 1875, letter mail
could be sent prepaid or
unpaid.

Registration fees were
maintained at 1p until the
introduction of the deci-
mal currency in Canada
on July 1, 1859, when the
fee became its equivalent

in that currency: 2¢. This
registration fee lasted un-
til May 8, 1889.

In Figure 1 at left is a
cover for which the regis-
tration fee had been paid
in cash.

The 2¢ registration fee
for the cover at right in
Figure 1 was paid with a
stamp, but the postage
was free as the addressee
was the Crown Lands Of-

fice. The black UNPAID
handstamp was covered
with the four-ring of Lon-
don, C.W.

Registration for parcels
was introduced on Jan.
1, 1859, at a fee of 3p per
parcel. At the change of
currency it became 5¢.

Some letters had the
postage prepaid with
stamps and the regis-
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Item Description Retail

303S011.  Belgium $14.99 $1 1 .99
3075011 Czech Republic & Slovakia $16.99 $13.99
3235011  Hungary $8.99 $7.99
3308011  Luxembourg $7.99 $6.99
3355011  Netherlands $24.99 $19.99
3385011 Poland $8.99 $7.99
360S011  Russia $16.99 $13.99
3615011  Baltic States $14.99 $11.99
362AR11  Armenia $5.99 $4.99
362AZ11  Azerbaijan $5.99 $4.99
362BL11 Belarus $8.99 $7.99
362GR11  Georgia $5.99 $4.99
362KY11  Kyrgyzstan $7.99 $6.99
362KZ11  Kazakhstan $5.99 $4.99
362MD11  Moldova $13.99 $11.99
362TJ11 Tadjikistan $5.99 $4.99
362UK11  Ukraine $9.99 $7.99
362UZ11  Uzbekistan $14.99 $11.99
624S011  Fiji $5.99 $4.99
6255011  French Polynesia $5.99 $4.99
626S011  French South & Antarctic Terr.  $5.99 $4.99
6295011  Nauru $4.99 $3.99
630S011  New Caledonia $5.99 $4.99
6325011  Pitcairn Islands $5.99 $4.99
6355011  Tonga $4.99 $3.99
636S011  Tuvalu $16.99 $13.99
6375011  Vanuatu $6.99 $5.99

i Item Description Retail AA*
: MARM11 Armenia $5.99 $4.99
MAZB11 Azerbaijan $5.99 $4.99
MBL11 Belgium $14.99 $11.99
MBLR11  Belarus $8.99  $7.99
MCZ11 Czech Republic & Slovakia $16.99 $13.99
: MGRG11  Georgia $5.99  $4.99
© MHU11 Hungary $8.99 $7.99
MKYG11  Kyrgyzstan $7.99 $6.99
MKZK11 Kazakhstan $5.99 $4.99
MLX11 Luxembourg $7.99 $6.99
MMVA11  Moldova $13.99 $11.99
MNE11 Netherlands $17.99 $14.99
MPO11 Poland $8.99 $7.99
MRO11 Romania $39.99  $31.99
MRU11 Russia $16.99  $13.99
MSC511 Scandinavia Volume 5: $14.99  $11.99
Latvia/Lith/Estonia
MTJK11 Tajikistan $5.99 $4.99
MUKR11 Ukraine $9.99 $7.99
MUZB11 Uzbekistan $1499 $11.99

Call 1-800-572-6885

www.amosadvantage.com

*AA prices apply to paid subscribers of Amos Hobby titles, and orders placed online.
Shipping & Handling:

United States: 10% of order total. Minimum charge $6.99 Maximum charge $45.00.

Canada: 20% of order total. Minimum charge $19.99 Maximum charge $200.00.

Foreign orders are shipped via FedEx Economy Int'l and billed actual freight.




Figure 2. The 9 pence in stamps paid 6p in postage for this 1858 let-
ter to the United States, plus registration fee of 3p.

Continued from page 29
tration fee paid in cash.
Some were postage un-
paid with the registration
fee paid in cash or, un-
commonly, with stamps.

At the inception of the
service, the rarest meth-
od of payment was using
stamps for both postage
and registration. Howev-
er, on Dec. 5, 1865, post-
masters were informed
that no postal matter
could be accepted for
registration unless post-

age and the registration
fee were fully prepaid in
stamps.

With the advent of
confederation on July 1,
1867, new postal regula-
tions had to be devised to
replace those of the exist-
ing three provinces join-
ing the confederation.

A new act to take ef-
fect on April 1, 1868, ef-
fectively maintained most
of the rules, regulations
and fees of the province
of Canada when it came

to the registration ser-
vice. The only important
change in the service
was the establishment of
compulsory registration.
Prior to that date, postal
patrons were not required
to register mail containing
cash or other valuables.

Handstamps  reading
“Registered” were avail-
able at the introduction of
the service.

One letter is recorded
as leaving Quebec City,
Lower Canada, as a
money letter on April 30,
1855, and being delivered
as a registered letter at
Berthier-en-Haut, L.C., on
May 2. It had been con-
verted from one system
to the other in Trois-Riv-
ieres, L.C., the transit of-
fice where the registered
handstamp was applied.

Many varieties of the
registered straight-line
handstamp exist, such as
having the letters in italics
or contained within a box.

There were no French.

equivalent handstamps,
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Figure 3. This is the only recorded registered soldier’s letter (2¢
postage plus 8¢ registry fee) in all 19th century Canadian postal his-
tory, mailed from Montreal to Great Britain, May 17, 1857.

as there had been none Registration service
for ‘money letter hand- was introduced in the
stamps, but rare French United States a few
manuscript  equivalents months later on July 1,
are known. 1855. An agreement on

Figure 4. Postal inspector John Dewes proposed the printing of spe-
cial registration stamps; this is an unperforated, unnumbered essay.

Get a great deal on
binders and pages
through these exclusive
packages.

You can save $3.00
off the retail price when
you purchase a Cover

$6 when you buy a Mint
Sheet binder and pages.

Specailty binder and
slipcase. It's a $13.99

WON -

. Shipping & Handling:

Binder and pages or save

Get a free package of page
protectors when you get a

retail value absolutely FREE!

« "AA prices apply to paid subscribers of Amos Hobby publications, or orders placed online.
. Prices, terms and product availability subject to change.

United States: 10% of order total. Minimum charge $6.99 Maximum charge $45.00.
Canada: 20% of order total. Minimum charge $19.99 Maximum charge $200.00.

Foreign orders are shipped via FedEx Intl. and billed actual freight. Credit cards only.
Mail Orders To: Amos Hobby Publishing, P.0. Box 828, Sidney OH 45365-0828
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Cover Binders & 2-Packs Black Pages Retail AA

CBBK2PGB Black Binder & Black Cover Pgs $19.99  $16.99
CBBL2PGB Blue Binder & Black Cover Pgs $19.99 $16.99
CBRD2PGB Red Binder & Black Cover Pgs $19.99 $16.99
CBCA2PGB Candy Apple Binder & Black Cover Pgs $19.99 $12.99
CBGY2PGB Gray Binder & Black Cover Pgs $19.99  $16.99
Cover Binders & 2-Packs Clear Pages Retail AA

CBBK2PGC Black Binder & Clear Cover Pgs $19.99  $16.99
CBBL2PGC Blue Binder & Clear Cover Pgs $19.99  $16.99
CBRD2PGC  Red Binder & Clear Cover Pgs $19.99  $16.99
CBCA2PGC Candy Apple Binder & Clear Cover Pgs $19.99 $12.99
CBGY2PGC  Gray Cover & Clear Cover Pgs $19.99  $16.99
Mint Sheet Binders & 2-Packs Black Pages Retail AA

MBBK3PB Black Binder & Black Mint Sheet Pgs $3499  $28.99
MBBL3PB Blue Binder & Black Mint Sheet Pgs $34.99  $28.99
MBRD3PB Red Binder & Black Mint Sheet Pgs $34.99  $28.99
MBGY3PB Black Binder & Black Mint Sheet Pgs $3499  $28.99
Mint Sheet Binders & 2-Packs Clear Pages Retail AA

MBBK3PC Black Binder & 2 Clear Mint Sheet Pgs $34.99  $28.99
MBBL3PC Blue Binder & 2 Clear Mint Sheet Pgs $3499  $28.99
MBRD3PC Red Binder & 2 Clear Mint Sheet Pgs $3499  $28.99
MBGY3PC Black Binder & 2 Clear Mint Sheet Pgs $3499  $28.99
Specialty Binder & Slipcase plus FREE Page Protectors Retail AA

ACBRO3SET  Large 3-Ring Binder & Slipcase & Pg Protectors ~ $77.49  $59.89
ACBRO1SET  Small 3-Ring Binder & Slipcase & Pg Protectors $77.49 $59.89
ACBSO3SET2P Large 2-Post Binder & Slipcase & Pg Protectors $92.49  $73.98

To Order Call:




Figure 5. These numbered essays of Dewes’ stamps show the rouletted
edge that would separate each stamp from the postal patron’s receipt.

the continuance of reg-
istration service between
the two countries was
reached on Aug. 8, 1855,
effective on Oct. 1 of that
year.

The registration fee
for letters to the United
States was 3p on intro-
duction and 5¢ at curren-
cy conversion. The cover
in Figure 2 was franked
with 9p in stamps, paying
the postage of 6p and the

registration fee of 3p. It
was mailed Jan. 27, 1858,
and treated as registered
to New York.

A formal registration
service between Canada
and Great Britain was
not in place until April 1,
1859. Before that date,
letters to or from Canada
that required registration
were processed in Great
Britain. The rate was 7'2p
until currency conver-

sion made it 12%2¢. This
rate remained until July
1, 1866, when it was low-
ered to 8¢, remaining so
until Jan. 1, 1878, when it
became 5¢.

In Figure 3 is shown the
only recorded registered
soldier’s letter (2¢ post-
age plus 8¢ registry fee)
in all 19th century Cana-
dian postal history. It was
mailed from Montreal on
May 17, 1857, and treat-
ed as registered in Great
Britain.

As for domestic mail,
registration fees to the
United States and Great
Britain were continued
after Confederation. All
postage and registration
fees had to be prepaid.

The introduction of spe-
cial stamps to indicate
the payment of the regis-
tration fee was proposed
on March 31, 1865, by
John Dewes, the postal
inspector for the Western
Division, with headquar-
ters in Toronto.

Dewes’ proposal was to

print a combined registra-
tion and receipt stamp in
bright colors that would
“render it almost impos-
sible for a Registered Let-
ter to be overlooked as it is
now sometimes the case.”

He felt that this stamp
would be a major labor-
saving device for the post
office and also would en-
sure that postal patrons
would receive a receipt.
He proposed to have a
few stamps printed and
test the plan in Toronto.

We know that stamps
were indeed printed, but
no report of their trial has
surfaced.

Figure 4 illustrates an
unnumbered,  unperfo-
rated essay of Dewes’
proposed stamp, and
Figure 5 shows numbered
essays and the rouletted
separations between a
stamp and the patron’s
receipt.

Canada eventually did
issue registration stamps,
but not until 1875. &

Thamespex offers prospectus

The exhibitor’s prospec-
tus for the Thamespex
2012 stamp show is avail-
able. The show, sponsored
by the Thames Stamp
Club, will take place Oct.
21 at Clark Lane Middle
School, 105 Clark Lane,
Waterford, Conn.

Thamespex is an open
show. Eighty 16-page
frames are available for the
exhibit competition.

The show hours are 10

a.m. to 4 p.m. Ten stamp
dealers will participate in
the bourse.

Societies hosting meet-
ings during Thamespex in-
clude the Canal Zone Study
Group, the American Air
Mail Society and the Metro-
politan Air Post Society.

For a prospectus, con-
tact Bill McMurray, Box
342, Westerly, Rl 02891;
or e-mail mcmurraypnc3@
att.net. B
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 Each issue mailed in a secure, opaque plastic wrap
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e Enroliment in Amos Advantage Program!

Order online at:
www.coinworld.com/cse

Call toll-free:
1-800-253-4555
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