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Printing difficulties, some weather related,
produced varieties of the 4¢ Red Cross stamp

~ Figure 1.
Canada issued
this 4¢ Red
Cross stamp
(Scott 317) on
July 26, 1952,
to commemo-
rate the 18th
International
Red Cross
Conference,
held in Toronto,
Ontario.

Figure 2. The
calendar image
of the Red
Cross emblem
on which Her-
man Herbert
Schwartz
based the
stamp design.
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Canada’s 1952 multicolor stamp was issued to commemorate the
18th Red Cross Conference held in Toronto, Ontario.
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The 18th International Red Cross Con-
ference was held in Toronto, Ontario, in
July and August 1952. It was the first time
the Red Cross met in the Western Hemi-
sphere since 1912, when it had gathered
in Washington, D.C.

A Red Cross International Conference is
the only event that brings together delega-
tions from the International Committee of
the Red Cross, the International Federa-
tion of Red Cross and Red Crescent So-
cieties, the National Red Cross Societies
and representatives from states party to
the Geneva Conventions.

According to the International Commit-

tee of the Red Cross, it is also a forum to
exchange information on issues of mutual
interest, and for dialogue on the develop-
ment and implementation of international
humanitarian law. ‘
“Through its resolutions, the Conference
has often been able to exert effective pres-
sure in order to restore respect for interna-

~ tional humanitarian law and put an end to

violations it has denounced,” the commit-
tee notes.

At the height of the Korean War, the
main task of the 18th International Confer-
ence in Toronto was to revise the Interna-
tional Red Cross statutes that were found
in need of updating after World War II.

A single 4¢ commemorative stamp
(Scott 317), shown in Figure 1, was issued
for the conference on July 26.

At the time it was one of the very few
Canadian multicolor stamps; earlier ex-
amples were the 1898 Imperial Penny
postage issue (Scott 85-86) and the three
bicolor issues of the 1939 Royal Visit set
(246-48).

The Red Cross stamp used two different
printing methods. The main portion of the
design in light blue was line engraved and
intaglio printed. The red cross was added
by offset lithography after the light blue
color had dried.

Fifty million stamps, perforated gauge
12, were printed in sheets of 200, which
were then cut into post office panes of 50.
Two plates (No. 1 and 2) were used to print
the light blue and one unnumbered plate

~was used to print the red ink.

The Canadian Bank Note Co. printed the

~ stamps. The design selected was drawn
~ by Herman Herbert Schwartz (1885-1952)

based on a calendar image, shown in

~ Figure 2, provided by the Canadian Red

Cross. The design depicts the Red Cross
symbol superimposed on the sun whose
rays spread out to warm the earth.

Essays were prepared in vertical and
horizontal formats on Dec. 5, 1951, shown
in Figure 3, and the final horizontal design
was approved on Jan. 16, 1952.

During the spring, dies were prepared
and proofs were pulled. Many trials were

Figure 3. Vertical and horizontal essays of the
stamp design prepared in 1951.

made as it became quickly apparent
that the centering of the red cross in the
sun was more easily envisioned than
done.

There are two blue shades recorded
— one for each plate — and the scarlet-
red color of the cross comes in three
shades: light, medium and dark.

Canadian Bank Note Co. had very little
experience using the lithography pro-
cess and therefore had problems print-
ing the red color. To make sure that the
red would be properly printed, guidelines
and guide dots were applied to both the
blue printing plates. In large measure,
this printing problem was caused by
daily humidity and temperature changes.
Apparently by mid-June, very few of the
stamps had been printed.

Please turn to page 10
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Figure 4. A bottom right margin block of four from plate No. 1 with the printer’s imprint
in the selvage. On all four of these stamps, the cross is centered low and to the left,

Continued from page 8 tom right margin block of four
The precision of setting the from plate No. 1 with the printer’s
cross was likely dropped as a imprint in the selvage. On all four
requirement because, in the is- stamps, the cross is centered low
sued stamps, the cross can be and to the left.
found centered, to the top, to the Problems printing the blue ink
right, to the bottom and to the were also weather related. The
left. Shown in Figure 4 is a bot- printers discovered that with a
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CTTRES & ; i Horizontal  and
' _©'i vertical hairlines ex-
ist and are uncom-
mon  considering
the blurring and
smearing of the
blue ink. The blue
line-engraved print-
. ing started from the
bottom of the sheet.

Red dots and red
lines are frequent-
- ly found on the
stamps. They are
- caused by red ink
splashing  across
the sheet. The fact
that many of these
dots are found in
the selvage of the
top two panes (up-
| per left and upper
right) perhaps indi-
F|gure 5. A spectacularly misperforated fuII cates that the red color was print-
pane of 50 stamps printed from plate No. 1. o from the top to the bottom of
humid day, the stamp paper con- the sheet. The red dots are of dif-
tained more moisture and there- ferent sizes and can be found in

fore made the ink run and smear. Please turn to page 12
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Continued from page 11
several different positions. Some
are constant while others are not.

Two contemporary philatelic
researchers of the stamp, Hans
Reiche and Eric Rushton, were
very active in 1952-53, record-
ing these red dot and red line
varieties. Reiche listed some 46
separate varieties on both plates
and Rushton added another 12.

issue of the Canadian Philatelist.
Readers can access this article on
the Royal Philatelic Society of Can-
ada’s web site at www.rpsc.org.
Shown in Figure 5 is a spec-
tacularly misperforated full pane
of 50 printed from plate No. 1.
The images for Figures 2 and 3
are provided through the courtesy
of the Canadian Postal Archives.
The images for Figures 4 and 5
Rushton wrote a substantive ar- are provided through the courtesy
ticle published in the June 1953 of Saskatoon Stamp Centre. B

FIFTY YEARS AGO

Linn’s carried the headline “Sierra Leone Now Free Nation” in its issue of
April 17, 1961. The story provided details of a set of seven stamps to be is-
sued by the former British colony turned independent nation.

Founder George W. Linn wrote about the subject of stamp gum, in the
form of a letter to a 14-year-old reader whose friend suggested saving mint
stamps in clear plastic food wrap.

“However, does your friend...guarantee you that this material and the
method of wrapping you use will not injure the gum on your stamps?” Linn
asked, pointing out that no air would circulate between the stamp gum and
the plastic wrap, a potential hazard.

H.E. Harris and Co. of Boston, Mass., advertised uncut used singles of
United States Scott R509, the $500 carmine J.A. Dix documentary revenue
stamp of 1948, for $39.75. Today, an uncut used example catalogs at $160.

(or fill out the form below)

> STAMPS® COINS ® SPACE » SPORT

Se* HOLLYWOOD &
oy

6/((1/1// Lnis, Wicuere
229 N. Euclid Avenue
Saint Louis, MO 63108

fzgfl/ewé/ . J{//) (E;((/;/(:I’IN'(/
9478 W. Olympic Blvd., Suite 200
Beverly Hills, CA 90212

B

O Yes, 1 am still adding to my collection. Please send your next auction catalog.

Q Yes, it's time for me to sell my collection. Piease send me information about
consigning to Regency-Superior’s auction.

~ O Stamps & Postal History 0 Coins & Currency O Autographs
O Space Memorabilia Q Hollywood Memorabilia O Sports Memorabilia

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE POSTAL CODE

EMAIL ADDRESS

HOME PHONE WORK PHONE

Mail form to:

Regency-Superior * PO Box 8277 * St. Louis, MO 63156-8277 A

12 LINN’S STAMP NEWS April 18, 2011

ALGERIA & COOK ISLANDS

ALGERIA ALGERIA ALGERIA COOK ISLAND COOK ISLAND
i 291-50
296-303H

1.60
21.00

| www.stampen.net

email: kevin@stampmen.net

Terms: 10-day return privilege. Prices subject to change.
Checks OK, but subject to clearance. VISA, MC, Amex &
Discover accepted.
Sta m Ma n P O Box 300, Belle Meade, NJ 08502
P Tel: 908-261-7591 » Fax: 908-431-9329
Extensive stock available of French Colonies & Worldwide.
Please send want lists.

Postage/Handling: Add $3.50 for orders $25-$49.99;
$§4.50 for orders $50-$99.99; $5.50 for orders $100-
$299.99; $6.00 for orders over $300.

www.linns.com



	CVerge_Linns_column-April-18-2011-pg1
	CVerge_Linns_column-April-18-2011-pg2
	CVerge_Linns_column-April-18-2011-pg3
	CVerge_Linns_column-April-18-2011-pg4

