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Post office guides help you develop your collection

"CHARLES J.G. VERGE

any people think that stamp collect-

ing is just that. The collecting of new

stamp issues, older stamps, plate

blocks, booklets, souvenir sheets and so on.
Others believe that stamps can be collected on
beautiful commercial or historical covers. Still
others go beyond that and study their covers
and the stamps upon them. Yet, there are even
more ways to get deeply involved in philately.
There are those who collect postal history
exclusively. Some of these individuals limit
themselves to prestamp letters and envelopes,
while others concentrate on modern mail
usages. These postal historians have one thing
in common: they love to study the routes, rates
and usages of their covers. County and town

collectors concentrate on the postal history of
a small geographic area of a country, state or
province.

A basic tool these collectors need to carry
out their studies is a list of post offices. Such
listings can also serve as tools for thematic or
topical collectors as well. Are the towns of
Elbow and Eyebrow, Saskatchewan, accept-
able in a thematic collection? The answer is
yes, as the book People Places, described
below, will reveal. This article will give you
an annotated listing of publications that pro-
vide this type of information for Canada.

The books and pamphlets listed below are a
varied lot. They were written or produced by
collectors, dealers and public institutions,
most within the last 25 years. Each was pro-
duced for a different reason, and as such, they
are not necessarily consistent from one to

another, nor are they all as user-friendly as
one would wish. Some may be a challenge to
locate, while others should be available from
dealers in philatelic literature.

Canada Post Offices, 1755-1895 by Frank
W. Campbell. This' was the first publication
that purported to list all of Canada’s post
offices, from the first to open in Nova Scotia
until the close of the 19th century. This work
was completed in 1958 and made available as
mimeographed copies for those interested in
purchasing it. In 1972, a Quartermain reprint
was published. Campbell, like many other
postal historians, really did not have an inter-
est in modern postal history, hence the finish-
ing date of 1895. He also did not include
Newfoundland in the listing.

Over the years with more research being
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done, the Campbell list-
ing has not weathered
the passing of time.
Much new information
has been found, such as
1754 (not 1755) being
the opening date of the
first post office in
Canada — in Halifax.
The book has many
hand-drawn illustra-
tions of postmarks,
which are useful. This is still the only all-
Canada printed listing available.

I will describe the remaining books and
pampbhlets by province and territory, traveling
from west to east, and starting with the far
north.

The Postal History of Yukon Territory
Canada by Robert G. Woodall. This book,
privately published in 1964 and reprinted by
Quartermain in 1976, is far more than a listing
of post offices cover-
ing the history of the
post of the Yukon

W Territory from 1843 to
o s ot 1961. The chapter

devoted to post
offices and postmarks
is extensive, giving
much information on
| the post offices, their
| locations, their names
j and the postmarks
they use. Again, this
publication is the only one available for this
territory and as such is the definitive work.
With the many changes and growth in the
Yukon, an updated version is needed.
Yukon Places & Names by Robert C.
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Continued from page 30

Coutts. This is a handy reference on the loca-
tion and brief history of each Yukon town and
sources for the names of the towns in this ter-
ritory. It was published in 1980.

Northwest Territories, Postal
Cancellations, 1907-1986 by Kevin O’Reilly.
Despite its title, the book does not concentrate
on the postal markings of the territories. It has
a wealth of information on the post offices
and is one of the best comprehensive books
published on the
subject. Not only
does it give the
opening and closing
dates of post
offices, but it also
gives their location,
a detailed history
for each and the ori-
gin of each name.
This book also
includes the post
offices formerly in

the Northwest Territories and now part of the
newly created (1999) Nunavut Territory. It,
like the Yukon book, would benefit from an
updating but still remains an extremely useful
tool.

Territorial Post Offices of Canada by
William G. Robinson and William E. Topping.
Details of the post offices from the Western
part of Canada have been compiled by
Robinson and Topping, and a number of the
books following in this listing are edited by
them and follow basical-
ly the same pattern. The
post office listing is a
computer listing. It
includes information
such as the name,
¥ changes of status, dates
established and closed,
location and, in later
editions, the money
order office number
(MOON) and the post

office computer number (POCON).

In addition, there is a generic list of the
types of cancellations used in each post
office, though not illustrated. In this book one
finds the post office listings for the following
Canadian territories before they became
provinces or joined Confederation: Alberta,
Assiniboia, Athabasca, Colonial British
Columbia, Keewatin, Northwest Territories,
Saskatchewan and the Yukon.

British Columbia Post Offices, edited by
William E. Topping
and William G.
Robinson. This is
the second edition
(published in 1991)
of a work originally
published in 1983.
It, and the second
edition of the Post
Offices of Alberta
(described below),
are now in an 8%-
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inch by 11-inch format, while all the other
Robinson/Topping booklets measure 6 inches
by 9 inches.
Post Offices of Alberta, edited by William
G. Robinson and William E. Topping. First
published in 1985

with an extensively
revised second edi-
tion published in
1998.
Saskatchewan
Post Offices, edited

SASKATCHEWAN
POST OFFICES

00 7 whsiast @, ROREON
we

by William G. Robinson
and William E. Topping.
The first edition was
published in 1987 and a
reprint was produced in
2000.

People Places: The Dictionary of
Saskatchewan Place Names by Bill Barry.
This was not produced for stamp collectors
but it is a treasure trove of information for the
philatelist and particular-
ly for the thematicist. It
provides data on the loca-
tion of the town, its popu-
lation and which railroad
served the community.
More importantly, it gives
information on where the
town name came from,
sometimes with a lengthy
historical  description.
This is also the book in
which you find that Eyebrow can fit in an
optical thematic and that Elbow can fit in a
collection on rivers.

Manitoba Post Offices, edited by William
G. Robinson and William E. Topping. To my
knowledge only one edition has been pub-
lished, in 1988.

Ontario Post Offices by Robert C. Smith.
This seminal two-volume work was published
in 1988. The first volume is an alphabetic list-
ing of all the post
offices of Ontario.
Vol. II lists the post
offices by county and
district. Of all the post
office listings avail-
able for Canada, this
is the only one to do
this. Again, this is a
computer listing, giv-
ing the name, opening
and closing dates, county and township name,
and alternate names for the same post office.
A small errata listing is found at the end of the
book.

This is still the bible of Ontario post offices
notwithstanding its 15 years of life. The author
has kept the information up-to-date in his com-
puter and makes available a copy of the addi-
tional information he has found. This list now
has more than 125 new entries or corrections.

Les Bureaux de Poste du Québec by
Anatole Walker. Published in 1987, this com-
pendium of Quebec post offices is similar in
data to Smith’s Ontario book described previ-
ously as it lists post
office names and
the county they
belong to, with
opening and closing
dates and alternate
names for the post
offices. The author,
an Oblate father,
had the initials
L.A., standing for
Lawrence Anatole.
Father Walker con-
fused his readers by using the name Lawrence
Walker when writing in English and Anatole
Walker when writing in French. Many a sea-
soned collector did not realize Lawrence and
Anatole were the same person.

Walker also produced some 15 county or

s eh g sdimmd il biiabh

Continued on page 34
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geographical area books in which he provided
the same post office information as in his Les
Bureaux de Poste du Québec. In addition, in
the county and area books, he listed the post-
masters, their terms of office and the reason
for their termination.

Listing of post offices in Atlantic Canada
can be found in general handbooks on the
stamps and postal history of these four
provinces in addition to published listings, as
they issued their own stamps until each of
them joined Confederation. The ' handbook
authors felt it important to include this type of
information.

Post Offices of New Brunswick, 1783-1930
by George E. MacManus. This erudite listing
was compiled by MacManus as a New
Brunswick bicentennial project and was pub-
lished in 1984. It is in computer format and
chock-full of information. You can find the
past, present and future names of the post
offices, opening and closing dates, the county
it belonged to, the revenue it generated at var-

ious dates, who the
postmasters were,
when they were
appointed, the post-
marking hammers
used by the office
and when they were
proofed. There is
also a remarks sec-

tion where
o MacManus  adds
very pertinent infor-

mation about some of the post offices. There
is an extensive section on the hammers and
cancellations and most of these are illustrated.
Unfortunately, the information has not been
updated since 1984 and it does not cover post
office activity after 1930.

The Postal History of Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, 1754-1867 by C.M.
Jephcott, V. G. Greene, and John H. M. Young.
This is the definitive work on the postal histo-
ry of these two provinces. A section at the

back of the book lists way offices and post
offices for each province alphabetically. In
addition, it indicates the name of the county to
which the post office belonged and its years of
operation.

The Nova Scotia Post, Its Offices, Masters
and Marks, 1700-1867 by J.J. MacDonald.
Despite its title, three-quarters of this book
relates the history of the post in Nova Scotia
and its hammers and cancels. The remainder
is taken up with the list of post offices opened
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and closed during the period covered by the
book. The information is quite interesting. It
gives locations, population and hammers
used. It also covers, in a narrative fashion, the
history of the post in that community and its
postmasters.

Post Offices (1754-1981) by L. B.
Macpherson, Vol. 1 of the series “Nova
Scotian Postal History.” This book, published
in 1982, is in three parts. The first is a 10-page
introduction giving gen-
eral information on post
offices of Nova Scotia,
the second covers the list
of post offices with their
opening and closing
dates, and the third is a
series of extensive end-
notes cross-referenced to
the post offices they refer
to. The book is completed
by an addendum of new information found
after the manuscript was completed. This lists
126 way offices and the dates they were con-
verted to post offices.

The Post Office on Prince Edward Island
(1787-1990) by G. Douglas Murray.
Published in 1990, the book begins with an
introduction to the history
of the post on Prince
Edward Island and is fol-

The Post Office

on lowed by the listings.
— Murray’s is the only book

to list the post offices
three ways: alphabetical,
chronological and geo-
graphical (by lot and con-
cession number). The
book closes with two
. annexes. One houses a
long list of endnotes to the listing, and the
second provides the MOON, POCON and
nonaccounting numbers for each post office.
The Postage Stamps and Postal History of
Newfoundland by Winthrop S. Boggs. The
Continued on page 58
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Continued from page 34
author published this book
in 1942 and provides a
chapter at the end listing
.the 1940 list of post
offices in Newfoundland,
along with the previous
post office names before
they were renamed by the
Nomenclature Board from
1904 to 1940.
Newfoundland

ing town names in Canadian post offices, either closed or
Canada, so it also con- opened. Access begins at
tains excellent material www.archives.ca. Under the heading
 for thematic collectors. “EXPLORE” click on “Postal Archives,”
Unfortunately, this cat- then “Research,” and finally ‘“Post
alog does not give ori- Offices and Postmasters.”
gins of the town names. Like any other site you can find
Some examples of typos. If the post office you are seeking
these unusual and is not found in the list, then try an alter-
sometimes suggestive nate spelling. I collect the postal history
names are Aquaforte, of what I call Papineau County. At any

Specialized Stamp Catalogue with Pictorial . Broom’s Bottom, given time the villages in Papineau
Postcards and Advertising Business Corner Cuckolds Cover, Dark Tickle, and so on. County can be fqund in Ottawa, & : = -
: Gatineau or Argenteuil counties as well. Qpening screen of the Canadian Postal

Cards (Fifth Edition, 2002) by John M. Walsh
and John G. Butt. This is definitely one of the Frank Campbell’s book Canada Post One of the villages, the one where my Archives web site.

most extensive specialized catalogs of any of Offices, 1755-1895, mentioned at the begin- mother was born, is called Fassett. For a

the British North America postal authorities. ning of this article, was put together by perus-  while 1 couldn’t find it in the database. One is more than one with the same name. From
Three chapters are devoted to the post offices. ing the post office index cards in Canada and day I spelled it as “Fasset” with one “» and time to time a post office with a completely
The first covers the Newfoundland town post London, England. The Ottawa index cards are  up it popped on the screen. This one was easy different name will pop up. The most common
offices and cancel types, the second those of now available to researchers via the Internet. but sometimes you have to be creative. reason for this is that a postmaster in that post
the St. John’s post office and sub post offices, They can be found on the site of the National On other occasions the search results will ~office had the same surname as the name of
and the last those of Labrador. Newfoundland ~ Archives of Canada. The available data surprise you. You may get more than one post the post office you are searching for.

and Labrador have some of the most fascinat-  includes information on all postmasters for all office submitted to you simply because there Isn’t the Internet fun?
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