Figure 1. The three Newfoundland stamps
from the Crown Agents omnibus 1937 Coro-
nation issue perforated SPECIMEN.

he government of Newfoundland
issued three stamps in 1937 for
the omnibus series prepared by
the Crown Agents to commemo-
rate the coronation of King George VI.
The examples in Figure 1 actually show
official specimens of Newfoundland’s
2¢, 4¢ and 5¢ issues, Scott 230-232,
with the arched “SPECIMEN" perfin.

However, Newfoundland was a
dominion at the time, not a colony,
and the decision was made to show
Newfoundland’s political  difference
from the other colonies that were issu-
ing similar Coronation stamps. On the
same day that its three-stamp set for the
omnibus was released, Newfoundland
issued an additional set of 11 different
Coronation commemoratives with val-
ues ranging from 1¢ to 48¢.

This set of 11, which collectors call
the Long Coronation series, does not
include stamps with the 2¢, 4¢ and 5¢
denominations borne by the
three Crown Agents stamps.

The registered mail cover
illustrated in Figure 2 is
franked with one each of the
11 Long Coronation stamps,
Scott 233-243.

The three stamps issued
by Crown Agents showed
portraits of Queen Elizabeth
— better known today as
the Queen Mother (1900-
2002) — and King George

Figure 2. A philatelic souvenir over-franked, local registered
letter bearing the three Crown Agent and 11 Long Corona-

tion issues of 1937.
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VI (1895-1952), the parents
of Queen Elizabeth II. The
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designs, based on photographs taken
by Bertram Park, were engraved and
printed by Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co.
in England.

The paper used was medium white
wove, watermarked with a multiple
crown and script “CA.” The stamps
are perforated 11x11%. There are no
imprints or marginal inscriptions on the
sheets, which each contain 60 stamps
in 10 rows of six.

The Newfoundland government con-
tracted with the firm of John Dickinson
& Co. to produce the 11 other values.
Perkins, Bacon & Co. engraved and
printed the stamps for the contractor
in sheets of 100 stamps. Most of the
central designs chosen were similar
to those in a series of smaller stamps
already in use (Figure 3), with the addi-
tion of a portrait of the king.

The exceptions were the 7¢ value,
which was based on the 5¢ Caribou
stamp of the 1932-38 series (Figure
4), and the 1¢ and 3¢ stamps, which
used completely new designs featuring
a codfish and a Newfoundland map,
respectively.

As with the Crown Agents series, the
paper used for the Long Coronation
set was a medium white wove, but
the watermark was the coat of arms of
Newfoundland. As a result of the poor
placement of some of the sheets in the
press, all values are known without a
watermark. These are best collected
in pairs, with one stamp showing the
watermark and one without. Figure 5

Figure 3. Some of the Long Coronation
designs were derived from previously
issued stamps of the same values in
the 1932-38 series.
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shows the gum side of such a pair plus
an added single. Part of the watermark
pattern is faintly visible on the stamps
at left and right; the center stamp has
no watermark impression.

The 10¢ and 15¢ stamps in the long
set exist with the watermark inverted.

John M. Walsh and John G. Butt, in
their Newfoundland Specialized Stamp
Catalogue (Fifth Edition 2002), mention
that imperforates with no gum exist for
all values in either the color of issue or
in black. These are considered to be
proofs. A footnote after Newfoundland
Scott 243 in Vol. 2 of the 2005 Scott
Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue
states, “Imperfs are with gum” and
“No. 243b also made without gum.”
However, Walsh and Butt list no such
gummed imperforates.

Several values (3¢ die Il, 15¢, 20¢,
24¢ and 48¢) exist imperforate hori-
zontally. The 3¢ die I, 7¢ and 8¢ exist
both imperforate horizontally and verti-
cally. The 8¢ can be found with the top
sheet margin imperforate.

Only one value, the 3¢, required two
dies during production (Figure 6). The
difference in the dies is a row of engrav-
ing dots that run along the nose from
the king’s forehead to the tip of his nose
and is only found on die Il stamps. In
addition, the die Il issue has an overall
fuzziness to the vignette showing the
king’s head, which Scott describes as
a “coarse impression.” Stamps printed
from the die Il plates are generally
lighter in color and have a more yel-
lowish tone to them.

This series contains a number of
varieties listed in the Newfoundland
section of the Unitrade Specialized
Catalogue of Canadian Stamps (2005
edition) and the Scott Standard catalog,
and some varieties that are not listed in
either. Varieties are known for most val-
ues; some have more than one.

The large number of varieties makes
it impossible to examine them all in a
single article. Philatelists have given
some of the varieties very descriptive
names, such as Fish Hook (1¢), Cigar
Stub (3¢), and Extra Smokestack (20¢).
Figure 7 shows two varieties found on
the 14¢ Newfoundland Dog stamp: the
so-called Male Dog plate variety, and
February 2005

Figure 4. The design of the 7¢ Long
Coronation stamp was based on
the 5¢ Caribou stamp of 1932,
Newfoundland Scott 190.

the Newfoundland Dog inscription
re-entry.

Many of these varieties were caused
by the designs being re-entered on the
plates at some point in the printing
process. This can occur, for example,
when the steel transfer roll is impressed
on the printing plate to strengthen an
area of the stamp design that has been
weakened or worn during printing.

_If you are interested in seeing some
very clear blown up examples of many
of the varieties in this series, | recom-
mend Ralph E. Trimble’s website,
www.re-entries.com. Once on the site
click on the “Re-entry Listings” icon
and scroll down to Newfoundland
Long Coronation Issue. There you will
find some spectacular images of re-en-
tries on the 3¢, 7¢, 14¢, 24¢, 25¢ and
48¢ stamps.

Another production element that
makes this series highly complex to
collect is the mix of perforations that
exist. This complexity can be attributed
in part to the major catalog publishers,
who all list different perforations for the
series.

The three catalogs most frequently
used by collectors in North America
are the three previously mentioned:
Walsh and Butt, Scott, and Unitrade.
Walsh and Butt mention perforations
of 13.3, 13.7 and 14.1. Scott lists per-
forations of 13, 13 and 14. Neither
publisher differentiates between line
and comb perforations.

Unitrade lists a comb perforation of
132 and a line perforation of 13'2x14,
although, in a footnote, it states that
there are two line perforations, perf
13.7 and perf 14.1, and one comb per-
foration. It lists this comb variety, perf
13.3x13.2, as a minor number under
each stamp in the series.

Examples of line and comb perfora-
tions on the 15¢ stamp are shown in
Figure 8. The following description
of these blocks is from the New-
foundland Study Group information
pages of the British North America
Philatelic Society’s (BNAPS) website at
www.bnaps.org, and is reprinted here
with permission.

“The top block was line perfo-
rated 13.5x14. In the line-perforation

U.S. UNUSED with MINOR DEFECT
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repairs are offered here at minimum prices.
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Figure 5. A strip of three of the 8¢ Long Coro-
nation issue. Though difficult to see here, the
center stamp is unwatermarked. The stamps
at left and right have a faint watermark.

method, sheets are perforated in one
direction at a time. Line perforations
usually overlap at the intersections, as
seen in the center of this block. The
lower block has comb perforations of
13.3x13.2. Each strike of the comb
perforator, whose arrangement of pins
resembles a hair comb, results in a line
of perforations between two complete
rows of stamps and perforations be-
tween each of the stamps in the row.
This results in a more uniform look
without the overlapping holes, as we
can see in the lower block.”

In, an e-mail exchange, Walsh ex-
plained that he measured the perfora-
tions with a Stanley Gibbons Instanta
gauge and feels comfortable with his
perforation measurements. The other cat-
alogs do not mention how they measured

Figure 6. Blocks of four of the die | (top) and
die Il (bottom) varieties of the 3¢ issue.

the perforations. Walsh also says that his
catalog does not differentiate between
line and comb perforations because the
perforation listings make the distinction.
He also indicates, rightly so, that a block
of stamps is needed to see the difference
between the two. He cautions, “at times
a block made with a line perforation can
demonstrate a comb look.”
Continued on page 30
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Figure 7. At top, the so-called Male Dog vari-
ety, which shows a re-entry mark on the in-
ner back leg of the Newfoundland dog on the
14¢ stamp. At bottom, a re-entry in the words
“Newfoundland Dog” on the 14¢ stamp.
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Figure 8. Blocks of the 15¢ stamp showing
the line perforation (top) and the comb per-
foration (bottom). Images courtesy of British
North America Philatelic Society (BNAPS).

Continued from page 28

Several of the comb varieties of the
Long Coronation issue are quite scarce.
C.A. Stillions, a BNAPS member, is an
expert on perforation varieties of the
modern Newfoundland stamps and
he believes that only two copies of

A SsM 02005

< Or more.

the 14¢ value are known with comb
perforations. In fact, the value of the
13.3x13.2 comb perforation 14¢
stamp has risen dramatically in the
last two years. In the 2003 edition of
the Unitrade catalog it was listed in
Canadian dollars at $3,000 for a mint
copy and $1,500 for a used version.
In the 2005 edition, the same stamps
have risen to $15,000 and $3,000 re-
spectively. This increase is the result,
Walsh tells me, of a single 14¢ stamp
perforated 13.3x13.2 (described as
“comb perf 13”) that was sold by Vic-
toria Stamp Co. of Ridgewood, N.J.,
on Feb. 7, 2004, for $18,000 (U.S.)
plus buyer’s premium.

The accompanying table provides
information of use to the postal history
collector, showing the purpose for each
of the values of both Newfoundland
Coronation series. The information is
excerpted with permission from the
Walsh and Buitt catalog. L

RATES PAID BY NEWFOUNDLAND
STAMPS IN 1937

1¢ Inland printed papers, circular letters and
local postcards

2¢  Local letters

3¢ Local double weight letters and postcards to
Canada, the British Empire and United States

4¢  Inland letters

5¢ Letters to Canada, the British Empire and
United States

7¢  Letters to foreign countries and local
registered letters

8¢ Double weight to Canada, the British
Empire and United States

10¢ Foreign double-weight letters, inland regis-
tered letters and small packets up to 10 oz.

14¢ Canada and United States parcels, per 1 Ib.

15¢ Registered letters to Canada, the British

Empire and United States; airmail letters

to Europe

Parcel post and foreign double-weight

registered letters

24¢ Parcel post to the United Kingdom
(minimum charge)

25¢ Air parcel post to Canada per 1 |b. and

special delivery airmail

Palréel post to the United Kingdom, up to

3 Ibs.

20¢

Tﬂ TRY ﬂUR APPRBV ,‘

YES! We'll actually give you an extra $5.00 OFF your first purchase just for trying one of our unique
approval selections! It's a NO-RISK opportunity you can't afford to miss! Aren’t you just a bit curi-
ous? Imagine the fun of receiving a large assortment of sparkling mint foreign sets from your favorite
countries & topics sent right to your home..plus $5 WORTH OF FREE STAMPS OF YOUR CHOICE!

Just tell us what you collect & we’ll do the rest. We'll send you a generous shipment of quality mint
sets selected from old dealer stocks, private collections, investment folios..topicals galore! With our serv-
ice, you purchase only the stamps you want, and see exactly what you are getting. We'll provide you

, with that rare combination of great stamps, fair prices, and the personal attention you deserve. And, we

; give you liberal cash discounts, pay postage both ways...and accept all major credit cards!!
Mail your request today! We’ll give you $5.00 off on any purchase of $25 or more!! Enjoy some
" of the nicest approvals you've ever seen, in the comfort of your own home - and get paid for it too!!

I www.conphilinc.com ¢ Email: info@conphilinc.com |

MAIL COUPON TO RECEIVE $5.00 CREDIT! [/} @]W
a2

YES! Send me a selection of your com-
plete Mint Foreign Sets. | understand |
will receive $5.00 off any purchase of $25

———-

| collect the following topics or countries:
(SORRY, NO U.S. OR U.N,)

References

Name

Phone (

Address

City

State

Zip

continental philatelics, inc.

4 P.O. BOX 68-S2, LEXINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02420
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