Newfoundland Tercentenary set turns 100

ne hundred years ago, in Au-
gust 1910, Newfoundland cel-
ebrated the 300th anniversary
of the establishment of a per-
manent English settlement at Cupids,
Newfoundland. A set of 10 stamps was
originally ordered to commemorate the
event, but King Edward VIl died May 6,
1910, while the issue was being pre-
pared. The government of Newfound-
land decided to add an 11th stamp, a
15¢ denomination, to the set showing
the new king, George V, while keeping
the 12¢ Edward VIl stamp in the set.

The Tercentenary set (Figure 1) was
issued August 15 at St. John’s and
Conception Bay, and is commonly re-
ferred to as the Guy issue, in honor of
John Guy, the leader and founder of
the colony. The original lithographed
stamps (Scott 87-97) were poorly de-
signed and printed, and new plates
were made for the higher denomi-
nations (6¢-15¢, Scott 92-97). New
recess-printed stamps were issued
February 7, 1911 (Scott 92-1083).

Two historical design errors occur in
this set of stamps. The 2¢ shows the
arms granted by Charles | in 1639 to
the colony of Newfoundland and not
the arms granted to the Bristol Com-

pany for colonizing Newfoundland.
The knowledge of the existence of
this grant by King Charles resurfaced
in 1928. On the 6¢ stamp, Sir Francis
Bacon is identified as Lord Bacon, al-
though he should have been identified
as Lord Verulam.

Information on the Guy issue was
difficult to come by until the early
1940s. During World War Il, one of the
German blitzes of London destroyed
the printing works of Whitehead, Mor-
ris & Co. Ltd. but, at the same time,
miraculously preserved and unearthed
the records of this issue. In addition
to the production files, the lithograph
plates survived, and upon discovery,
they were quickly destroyed by the
company. Following legal advice, the
firm disposed of the documents and
production material following the war.
Much of this material is now housed in
the Canadian Postal Archives.

In April 1910, Whitehead, Morris &
Co. received the order to prepare and
print the Guy issue from the govern-
ment of Newfoundland, by way of
Postmaster General Henry John Ba-
con Woods (1842-1914; PMG, 1901-
14). Their shop order form is numbered
4202 and dated April 27.
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Woods was a merchant and politi-
cal figure in Newfoundland. He repre-
sented Bay de Verde from 1889-94,
from 1895-97, and again from 1900-
02. He was born in St. John's, the son
of James B. Woods, a Newfoundland
merchant. Woods worked as a clerk
with W.H. Thomas and Company, then
entered his father’s business, becom-
ing a partner and later sole owner, fol-
lowing his father’s death.

Woods was unseated as represen-
tative by petition in 1894 and was re-
placed by his brother Sidney in the as-
sembly. Henry Woods was re-elected
in 1895 but was defeated when he
ran for re-election in 1897. He served
on the Executive Council as surveyor
general, from 1889-94 and from 1895-
97, and as a minister without portfo-
lio from 1900-02. Woods resigned
from the assembly in 1902 upon his
appointment as postmaster general.
Both the surveyor and postmaster
general positions were not considered
part of the Cabinet at the time.

The lithograph-printed issue and the
second printing of the engraved high-
er denominations were engraved by
Macdonald and Sons for Whitehead,
Morris & Co., the printers of most New-
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Figure 2. The only recorded full set of sheetiets of four of the Guy stamps in any of the more than 12 colors and shades recorded.

These trial color proofs, known as “second proofs,” were pulled from special plates prepared for these proofs that were laid down
by the transfer roller into plates of four. Transfer printings were made, and the plates were prepared for the block.

foundland stamps from 1910 to circa A. Alexander & Sons Ltd. printed the head, Morris applied the gum to and
1930. Whitehead, Morris produced engraved stamps, because White- perforated all the stamps.

the lithographed transfers needed to head, Morris did not have the capacity Die proofs are recorded, as are plate
produce the printing plates. Messrs. to print using this technology. White- proofs and trial color proofs. Students
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Figure 5. The two commemorative presentation cards featuring the Newfoundland Guy stamps. The card on the right carries the signature of

Prime Minister Sir Edward Peter Morris in addition to that of Robert Watson, the colonial secretary. The cards were printed by photolithography.

for the lithographed 6¢ (Type Il, Scott
92A) and all the engraved denomina-
tions (6¢-15¢). The two types resulted
from a design error that occurred in the
word “COLONIZATION.” On the Type |
stamp, the “Z” is reversed. The “Z” is
correct on the Type Il stamp.

The lithographed stamps were
printed and shipped to Newfoundland
during a period of time in 1910:

Pope Benedict XVI
visit to Cyprus
This issue will comprise .
one stamp at the value
of €0,51 in sheets of 6
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FOR AUTOMATIC SUPPLY AND EARLIEST DELIVERY
OF YOUR STAMPS PLACE A STANDING ORDER WITH:

August 2010

August 12: 1¢ and 2¢ (500 sheets each).
August 18: 1¢ and 2¢ (3,500 sheets each).
August 24: 1¢ and 2¢ (5,500 sheets

July 25: All denominations. 1¢ to 5¢ (500 each) and 5¢ (3,000 sheets).
sheets each) and 6¢ Type | to 15¢ (100
sheets each).

July 29: 6¢ Type Il (100 sheets).

August 6: 2¢ (300 sheets).

August 11: 1¢ (200 sheets) and 2¢ (1,500

September 1: 1¢ and 2¢ (3,000 sheets)
and 5¢ (1,800 sheets).
September 9: 1¢ (2,000 sheets) and 2¢
(3,000 sheets).
September 14: 1¢ (5,000 sheets) and 2¢

(7,000 sheets).

[ The Cyprus Railway

This issue will comprise two stamps at the
value of €0,43 each in sheets of 8 stamps and
a miniature sheet at the value of €0,85. First
Day Covers will also be available at the price
of €1,20 each (stamps) and €1,19 (miniature
sheet).

Please send me detalls of your terms of sale:

September 28: 1¢ (9,000 sheets) and 2¢
(17,000 sheets).
October 6: 2¢ (9,200 sheets).

CYPRUS POST :

CY-1900 NICOSIA, CYPRUS

TEL: +357 22805726 - 22805751

FAX: +357 22304154 -
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Three hundred sheets more than or-
dered were shipped for the 5¢ stamp
September 1. This might explain why
the stamp was not issued engraved.
On October 1, 1914, 500 sheets of 5¢
stamps were overprinted “Money Or-
der Tax Stamp,” first in carmine and
later in vermilion (Figure 3). This stamp
exists with the overprint reading hori-
zontally (normal position) and vertical-
ly. Examples with the overprint read-
ing vertically are proofs. They have a
different typeface and show a period
after the “Y” in “ONLY.”

The shipment dates for the engraved
stamps are purported to be January 3
or 4, 1911, with the 6¢ (225 sheets)
arriving in the colony January 31, and
the others (150 sheets each of the 8¢
to 15¢) arriving February 7.

At the same time the stamps were
ordered (April 27, 1910), the govern-
ment of Newfoundland asked that
2,000 additional stamps of each de-
nomination be printed. This print or-
der was revised May 4 to 5,000 each.
They were to be “made up in sets and
enclosed in a small envelope.” No de-
livery date for these has been identi-
fied. They were sold at an exhibition
in London, England, and to collectors.

Figure 6. These stamps from the John Jamleson collectmn show specl-
men overprints of stamps sent by the UPU to the Portuguese colonies of
Goa and Madagascar. The stamps sent to Goa are overprinted “Ultramar.”
The stamps on the page are tied by a red cancellation reading “Postes et
Telegraphes Madagascar Collection de Berne” in two lines.

Figure 4 shows
an order form for
stamps sold to J.D.
Cox February 1,
1911.
Commemora-

{ =

tive cards also were

ordered. The cards (Figure 5) were

designed and printed by Whitehead,
Morris Co. Ltd. and included a printed
signature of Robert Watson (1863-
1930), Newfoundland’s colonial secre-
tary (1909-13). Printed by photolithog-
raphy, 12 cards were originally ordered,
but the order was later amended to 25
cards. They were likely sent to New-
foundland along with the July 29, 1910,
shipment of the corrected 6¢ stamp.
A few cards bear the additional auto-
graph signature of Sir Edward Peter
Morris, 1st Baron Morris (1859-1935),
who served as prime minister of New-
foundland from 1909-17.

The Universal Postal Union (UPU) re-
ceived three sets of Guy stamps from
its member countries in enough quanti-
ty to be distributed to every UPU mem-
ber country. Most stamps of the British
colonies prior to 1948 were overprinted
with the word “specimen” by the British
colonial authorities prior to distribution
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to member countries. For earlier issues,
Portugal and its colonies overprinted
Newfoundland’s Guy stamps “Ultra-
mar,” which translates as “overseas,”
to demonetize them.

The archives of several postal ad-
ministrations that include specimens
have come on the market in the last
30 years. For the Newfoundland Guy
issue, specimens are known from Goa
and Madagascar (Figure 6). Others
might exist.

For the Goa set — one of three
known — the page from the ledger is
inscribed “Newfoundland (Oceania)
(dezanove selos).” This handwritten
notation was cut from the same ledger
that included the stamps. The note
is incorrect: Newfoundland is not in
Oceania, and there are only 11 stamps
in the series, not 19 (“dezanove,” in
Portuguese) as stated.

Continued on page 77

Flgurﬂ wnu&mmmlmmm '
“Z” in “COLONIZATION” is shown at left. Scott 92A, the 6¢ Type
llwihmeeomm f“(:'OLONlZATM"IssImmatﬂgm -
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Continued from page 34

Madagascar kept together the three
sets it received. These are tied to a
sheet from the Madagascar post of-
fice’s specimen ledger by a red two-line
cancel reading, “Postes et Telegraphes
Madagascar Collection De Berne.” The
notation at lower right, “33 stamps ar-
rive 30 Nov 1910,” was likely written
later but is accurate information.

Printing flaws, constant or other-
wise, exist in multitude on the litho-
graphed issue. The reversed “Z” in the
word “COLONIZATION” on the 6¢ was
so blatant that, as mentioned earlier, a
correction was made to the plate, and
a new printing of the stamp was pro-
duced a month or so later (Scott 92A,
Figure 7). The commemorative cards
also mentioned earlier were printed af-
ter this correction was made.

Other notable constant flaws on the
1¢ (Scott 87, Figure 8) are “NFW” in-

stead of “NEW” (Position 41), “JAMRS”
instead of “JAMES” (Position 42), and
“ONE’ CENT” (Position 52). On the
6¢ (Types | and Il, Scott 92-92A), the
letters “W” and “F” are joined (Posi-
tion 10), and on the 8¢ (Scott 93) can
be found the “MCSQUITO” instead
of “MOSQUITO” variety (position un-
known).

This issue, the first Newfoundland
stamps printed by Whitehead, Morris
& Co. Ltd., was short-lived, and as a
result, examples of proper uses —
other than some lower-denomination
(1¢, 2¢ and 5¢) domestic, Canadian
and United States rates — are scarce
or unavailable, particularly for the
higher-denomination stamps. Much
of what exists in unusual uses are
covers used by the Newfoundland
Post Office and preserved by the re-
cipients.

A prized cover (Figure 9) is one of

Figure 8. Constant plate varieties: “NFW” instead of “NEW,” “JAMRS” instead of
“JAMES,” and “ONE’ CENT” (Position 52) on the 1¢; joined “W” and “F” on the 6¢; and
“MCSQUITO” instead of “MESQUITO” on the 8¢.
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two recorded covers from the wreck
of the SS Bruce. In 1897, The SS
Bruce was commissioned by the Reid
Newfoundland Company and built at
the A. & J. Inglis Shipyards on the
Clyde River, Scotland. It was bought
by the company as an extension of
the company’s railway line, from St.
John’s to Port-aux-Basques, to carry
passengers, goods and mail to Nova
Scotia. SS Bruce started service June
30, 1898, and sailed a return voy-
age three times a week until March
24, 1911, when the ship’s captain
misjudged its position. The ship was
wrecked on the rocks of Main-a-Dieu
near Louisbourg, Nova Scotia.

Although many low-denomination
Tercentenary stamps were sold and
used after mid-1911, the George V Cor-
onation issue and Royal Family issue of
June 19, 1911 (Scott 104-114) brought
the story of the Guy issue to an end.
Most illustrations are courtesy of
John Jamieson, owner of Saskatoon
Stamp Co. His full exhibit can be viewed
online at www.saskatoonstamp.com/
rare/guy01.htm.




General Fost Office.

Figure 4. This order form was for the Newfoundland stamps sold to J.D. Cox February 1,
1911. The sale included a full set of the 1910 lithographed Guy issue. The engraved stamps
in high denominations were not issued until February 7, 1911.

of the issue define the proofs as fol-
lows: The “first proofs” are finished
proofs that were printed from special
lithographed plates of four subjects.
The 12¢ trial color proofs were only
issued in sheets of 100. They were
printed around May 20, 1910.

The colors chosen are distinctively
different from the issued colors even
if they approximate them. The “sec-
ond proofs” were pulled from special
plates prepared for these proofs that
were laid down by the transfer roller
into plates of four. Transfer printings
were made, and the plates were pre-
pared for the block. Another theory
has these laid into blocks of four from
a master lithograph plate (Figure 2).

Three perforation combs were used
for the lithographed issue: The 1¢ and
2¢ stamps are perforated gauge 11.9 x
11.8,11.8 x 11.4 and 11.8 x 14.2. The
2¢ stamps that are perf 11.8 x 11.4 are

believed to have come from a small
shipment of 300 sheets shipped August
6, 1910. The 5¢ stamp is known perfo-
rated gauges 11.9 x 11.8 and 11.8 x
14.2. All other denominations are per-
forated gauge 11.9 x 11.8. Although
there were three main perforation vari-
eties, exact measurements have shown
some variety in the perforation wheels
used. The engraved issue was perf 14.

Imperforate stamps are known with
gum and without gum for many de-
nominations. Vertical pairs imperforate
between are recorded for the litho-
graphed 1¢ stamps, and horizontal pairs
imperforate between are known for the
lithographed 1¢ and 2¢ stamps and all
the engraved denominations (6¢-15¢).
Imperforate right-margin examples
are recorded for the lithographed 4¢
stamp, and left-margin examples are
known for the lithographed 6¢ (Type |,
Scott 92). Imperforates are recorded

/%./ﬁ‘ e

ying to your letler of Z
1 herewith enclose you Postage stomps as per memo.
No Stamps but these listed below are for sale in this
Departmend.

St. Joha's, Newfoundland.
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Four cent, Princess of Wales, 1901, Royal Taau|

«" —Four cent, Guy's Ship, 1910, Guy 18sue..........c|

—Five cont, Prince of Wales, 1S, Royal Iasue!

“ ~Five cent, View of Cuplds, 1910, Guy Issue. ... |
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# —Six cent, Lord Bacan, 1910, Guy.Issue.

“ —Eight cent, 1897, Cabot lssve.
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“ —Nine cent, Logging Camp, 1910, Guy Issve...
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