he year 2010 marks the centena-

ry of the arrival of the Girl Guides

movement in Canada. Canada

Post will issue a nondenomi-

nated (57¢) Permanent stamp July

8 to commemorate this anniversary.

Similarly, stamps were issued in 1960

(Scott 389) and 1985 (Scott 1062) on

the occasions of the 50th and 75th an-
niversaries of the Guides (Figure 1).

The first-day cover for the 2010
stamp will be canceled in Guelph,
Ontario, to coincide with Guiding
Mosaic 2010, a national camp similar
to the Boy Scouts Jamboree that will
take place at the Guelph Lake Con-
servation Area July 8-17.

The Girl Guides movement began in
Great Britainin 1909, at a Scouting rally
at the Crystal Palace in London, when
a number of girls faced Lord Robert
Baden-Powell (1857-1941), the found-
er of the Scouting movement, and
convinced him to design a program
for them. Baden-Powell first asked his
sister, Agnes (1858-1945), to lead the
group. In 1915, she relinquished the
title of president to Princess Mary of
Great Britain (1897-1965), daughter of

in Celebratmg Glr'Gmdes ’ arrival in Canada

King George V. In 1918, Agnes relin-
quished the title of chief guide to Lady
Olave Baden-Powell (1889-1977),
Lord Robert’s wife. Agnes served as
vice president of the Guides until her
death in 1945.

The first Canadian Girl Guides troop
formed in Canada in 1910, in St. Cath-
arines, Ontario. By 1912, troops ex-
isted in every Canadian province, and
the Canadian Girl Guides Association
was formed. An Act of Parliament ap-
proved the association’s constitution
in 1917. As an aside, the first Cana-
dian chief commissioner of the Girl
Guides was Lady Mary Pellatt (1858-
1924). She held Guide meetings in
her home, The Casa Loma, now one
of the most visited tourist attractions
in Toronto. The Casa Loma is shown
on a 65¢ stamp (Scott 1989d, Figure
2), from Canada’s 2003 Tourist Attrac-
tions booklet.

Canada’s first Girl Guides stamp,
a 5¢ denomination, was issued April
20, 1960 (Scott 389). Helen Ro-
berta Fitzgerald (Figure 3) designed
the stamp, and John Francis Mash
engraved the picture and lettering.
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Fitzgerald was born in 1919 in Ed-
monton, Alberta, and was raised in
Toronto. She was the first woman
commissioned to design a Canadian
postage stamp. She attended Hum-
berside Collegiate and the Ontario
College of Art and Design (OCAD),
from 1936 to 1945.

At graduation, she was awarded
the Governor General’'s Medal for
proficiency. She taught at the OCAD
from graduation until she retired in
1980. She worked in oils and wa-
tercolors, and was a member of the
Embroiders Guild of London, Eng-
land. She is well-known for her de-
signs for church vestments and altar
cloths. She designed eight stamps
for Canada between 1959 and 1967,
and she was commissioned to sub-
mit designs for five other stamps.

Mash was born in London, Eng-
land, and immigrated to Canada in
1913. He found employment with
the Canadian Bank Note Company
(CBN) in Ottawa, ending his career
as superintendent of the Engraving
Division. He engraved eight Canadi-
an stamps between 1955 and 1963.
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Figure 2. The Girl Guides met in The Casa Loma, today Figure 3. Helen Roberta Fitzger-

a popular Canadian tourist attraction and once the ald, designer of the 1960 5¢ Girl
home of Lady Mary Pellatt, who served as chief com- Guides stamp. Fitzgerald was the
missioner of the Guides in Canada. The Casa Loma is first woman commissioned to
shown on this 2003 65¢ stamp (Scott 1989d). design a Canadian postage stamp.

The CBN printed 31,360,000 5¢ into post office panes of 100 stamps. This stamp shows how a commis-
Girl Guides stamps in sheets of 400 They were perforated 12, and there sioned design was processed in the
subjects. These were later divided are no known major varieties middle of the 20th century. Fitzgerald

was the only designer asked to
’ ~ submit proposed drawings for
. . : | the issue. As a first step, she
‘ submitted three preliminary es-
says (Figure 4). All were drawn in
colored ink and pencil, and bore
the year dates 1910 and 1960,
the name of the association and
the motto of the Girl Guides: “Be
prepared.” The wording was in
English and in French, as had
been the custom with Canadian
stamps since 1927.
Once a design was chosen,
; > Fitzgerald was asked to make
; L - | slight alterations to the design
: G . that included a more represen-
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Figure 6. After the design concept was decided upon, Fitzgerald created drawings with more detail. The design at left is a watercolor with
gouache and pencil on paper that shows distinct differences from the accepted preliminary design. The second drawing, a collage (center), miss-
ing from the production file, likely served as the basis for the third design (right). The third design was the accepted design.

tative trefoil and the removal of the
highlight in the numeral “5” (Figure
5).

As a next step, two more detailed
drawings were made (Figure 6). The
first is a watercolor with gouache and
pencil on paper that shows distinct
differences from the accepted pre-
liminary design. The second draw-
ing, missing from the production
file, likely served as the basis for the
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third design. This is a collage where
changed year-date fonts are glued
onto a photomechanical print of
the second drawing, with additional
gouache touch-ups.

Once accepted, the collage was re-
drawn in ink, gouache and pencil on
card, and was ready for the engraver.
Final approval for the design was re-
ceived from William Hamilton (1919-
89), postmaster general of Canada
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(1957-62), February 2, 1960.

The next step was the prepara-
tion of the unhardened die and the
selection of the correct brown and
blue inks. The CBN had a special
register to identify colors for Cana-
dian stamps. The CBN selected one
brown and two blues for approval
(4 brown, and 17 blue and 29 blue).
PMG Hamilton approved the use of
29 blue February 17 (Figure 7).

Figure 8 shows four trial color
proofs. The one on the left shows
the rejected blue color. The three on
the right are the approved colors.
They are shown because they clearly
identify the problem the printers had
with registration of the blue color —
a problem they were unable to solve.
Some stamps show a dramatic shift
of the center design from left to right.

The 1985 34¢ Girl Guides 75th

ure 7. The Canadian Bank Note Co. used a
sial register to identify colors for Canadian

stamps. The CBN submitted one brown and -
~ two blues for approval (4 brown, and 17 blue
~ and 29 blue). PMG Hamilton approved the use

of 29 blue February 17.
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Figure 8. The color proof on the left shows the rejected blue color. The three

to the right of this proof are the app

roved colors. They clearly identify

the problem the printers had with registration of the blue color — a problem they were unable to solve.

Anniversary stamp (Scott 1062) was
designed by Barbara Griffin, using
silk-screen art. The stamp shows a
Girl Guide and a Brownie. Giriffin is
a freelance design artist who studied
three years of interior design at the
Ryerson Polytechnic Institute, and
design at the Ontario College of Art,
from which she graduated in 1980.
She prepared 11 silk-screen prints
of her artwork for her design for the

1985 Girl Guides stamp. These are
housed in the Library and Archives
Canada in Ottawa, Ontario.

The stamp was printed using
photogravure by the British Ameri-
can Bank Note Co. Eighteen million
stamps were produced, with tag bars
around the four edges of the stamp
using General tagging phospho-
rescent ink. This tagging was intro-
duced in 1973. The taggant is more

noticeable to the naked eye than its
predecessors. It glows brightly un-
der ultraviolet light but has no after-
glow.

Perforations for this stamp measure
13.3 by 12.9. There are no recorded
major varieties for this stamp.

lllustrations of essays and proofs
in this article are courtesy of the Li-
brary and Archives Canada. B
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