
• J• ,:,.. ~ 

0 CANADA 

Labrador bogus stamp scheme 
designed to exploit collectors 

A
et of bogus stamps (Figure 
1) with ties to both the United 
States and Canada created a 
stir in the philatelic press 

during the early years of the 20th centu­
ry. A bogus stamp is a fictitious stamp­
like label created for sale to collectors. 

Why did the announcement of what 
are now called the Labrador, USA, bo­
gus stamps, first appear in the French 
philatelic press? The answer is likely 
because their originator, Dr. Raymond 
Villecourt (1867-1932), was French, 
immigrating to Canada in 1900. It can 
be assumed that he was well aware 
that the stamps were fraudulent and, 
therefore, should not be publicized 
in North America. Nothing of what is 
known of the doctor's studies, hobbies 
or career indicate any prior involve­
ment with philately in France, Canada 
or in any of the many other countries 
he traveled to or resided in as a medi­
cal doctor in the French navy. 

In early 1908, he passed himself off 
as an official of the Labrador Compa­
ny when he ordered the stamps from 
the Montreal Lithographic Company, 
a legitimate company formed in 1896 
largely from the reorganization of the 
Sabiston Lithographic and Publishing 
Company and still operating well into 
the middle part of the 20th century. 

The press release announcing the 
stamps indicated they were issued by 
the Labrador Company, a company 
that supposedly received a charter 
from the governments of Canada and 
Newfoundland to develop industries 
and natural resources in Labrador, 
in exchange for providing postal ser-

vices between Labrador and the two 
dominions. The Labrador Company 
was a legitimate entity at the end of 
the 19th century but might not have 
existed in 1908. 

In 1892, it claimed its rights of sei­
gneur in a case heard in the British 
House of Lords Judicial Committee 
of the Privy Council, then the highest 
court of appeal for Canada. The case 
in question was about the ownership 
of a strip of land 400 miles long and 
six miles deep on the coast of Lab­
rador. It was important because with 
ownership came the rights to hunt, 
fish and cut lumber. The company lost 
its appeal and was left with a vastly 
smaller piece of land, albeit many 
miles square. 

Among many of its activities, the 
company offered wealthy patrons 
- mainly Americans - the ability to 
hunt or fish in pristine territory. The 
same Privy Council Committee did 
not decide the boundaries between 
Labrador and the Canadian province 
of Quebec until 1927. 

The unsigned and undated notice 
was accompanied by a set of the 
three stamps and was published in 
France in the April 15, 1908, issue 
of L'Echo de la Timbrologie and re­
peated in the May 1, 1908, issue of 
Le Collectionneur des Timbres-Paste. 

CHARLES J.G. VERGE 

The timing of these articles was inter­
esting, because it virtually coincided 
with Villecourt's taking possession 
of the remainder of the stamps from 
the printer. There were two deliver­
ies: March 31 and April 10, 1908. The 
editor of L'Echo de la Timbrologie had 
already seen through the scheme; he 
commented at the end of the notice 
that he felt the company had been 
formed to exploit collectors. 

The editor of Le Collectionneur des 
Timbres-Paste stated that he would 
like more information on the charter of 
the company, because it seemed un­
likely that the labels had postal valid­
ity, unless accompanied by postage 
stamps from Canada, Newfoundland 
or the United States. He made inqui­
ries April 24, 1908. He received a let­
ter dated May 1 from A.E. Clement, 
who made preposterous statements, 
including that the Labrador Company 
was an American company and that 
the United States Post Office Depart­
ment would take over the postal ser­
vice, hence the "U. S. A. Postage U. 
S. A. " inscription on the 5¢ stamp and 
25¢ stamp and the "U. S. A. Post Of­
fice U. S. A. " on the $1 stamp. 

Clement claimed that this was the 
first issue and others would follow, and 
that only 100,000 stamps had been 
produced. He attached a newspaper 
clipping from La Presse and a cover 
franked with a 25¢ stamp, which, as 
the editor had surmised, was placed 
alongside a regular Canadian 2¢ 
stamp and canceled in Montreal. 

Rgure 1. The 1hree denominations of the Labrador, USA, stamps. The bogus stamps were first announced in France in the early 1900s. 
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The only reference to A.E. Clement 
that I could find was a full-page ad in 
the 1904 edition of Ernest J. Cham­
bers' The 5th regiment: Royal Scots 
of Canada Highlanders: a regimental 
history. In this ad, Clement is identi­
fied as an importer and manufacturer 
of "Hats, Caps and Furs" with a store 
at "323, St. Lawrence Boulevard" in 
Montreal. Although I have found no 
information on Charles Lavoie, who 
supported the stamp issue in a letter 
to the Montreal daily La Presse, sign­
ing himself as a customs officer for 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and How­
ard R. Howard, who did the same in 
Meekel's Weekly Stamp News, they 
are likely real people somehow asso­
ciated with Villecourt and Clement. 

Although officials of the Montreal 
Lithographing Company did not be­
lieve Villecourt's claim, they proceed­
ed with the printing. The total stamp 
production was 273,400 stamps with 
a face value of $89,420 Canadian: 
108,400 5¢ stamps, 108,000 25¢ 
stamps, and 57,000 $1 stamps. 

This was confirmed in an inter­
view that H. Warren K. Hale had with 
company personnel in 1936, when 
he was preparing his Collectors Club 
Philatelist article, "Canadian Locals: 
the Labrador Company, U. S. A." 
(Vol. 15, No. 3, pp. 143-152). In that 
same interview, Hale discovered that 
the printing bill had never been paid . . 
This is surprising, because Villecourt 
was a prominent medical doctor who 
was well-known in the Montreal com­
munity. The question to be asked then 
is why didn't the company pursue the 
matter? 

Undoubtedly, because the phila­
telic press was beginning to expose 
this attempt to defraud collectors, 
someone decided to unload a large 
quantity of the stamps by shipping 
them to a Mr. Hiller in St. Pierre et 
Miquelon, either in 1908 or 1909. 
The suitcase went unclaimed and 
was returned to Montreal. In 1910, 
second-hand dealers T. Astrofsky 
July 2010 
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Figure 2. A block of four of the bogus $1 Labrador, USA, stamp. The stamp shows a 
crudely and inaccurately drawn map of Labrador and its geographical position in relation 
to Newfoundland, Canada and Greenland. Many of the $1 stamps show damage. 

and M. Frank bought the suitcase 
sight-unseen for $3.50 at an auc­
tion of unclaimed freight. The Mon­
treal Daily Star (July 4, 1910), com­
menting on the later police seizure, 
mentions that the pair paid only 30¢ 
for the suitcase. They sold several 
sets of the stamps to col lectors for 
25¢ each. This came to the atten­
tion of the Montreal Police's Fraud 
Squad Department, who informed 
the Dominion Pol ice because this 
was considered a federal offense. 
The Dominion Pol ice confiscated the 
stamps from Astrofsky and Frank. 
After judicial review, the stamps from 
the suitcase were destroyed. 

By nature, bogus stamps created 
for defrauding collectors or the pub­
lic are less well-documented than le­
gitimately issued stamps. Such is the 
case with the bogus Labrador stamps, 
although many apocryphal stories 
have popped up over the years. Hale's 
article describes how far-fetched the 
stories can be - from smuggling, to 
murder and suicide. To his credit, Hale 
did a masterful job of detection, and 
his article stands the test of time. 

Hale reported that W.R. Patton, 
editor of the Canadian and New­
foundland department at the Weekly 

Philatelic Gossip , contacted the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) in 
1927 to obtain correct information re­
garding the stamps. The RCMP was 
created in 1920 by the merger of the 
Royal North West Mounted Police 
(founded 1873) and the Dominion 
Police (founded 1868). Its seventh 
commIssIoner, Cortlandt Staines 
(1864-1934; commissioner, 1923-31 ), 
wrote to Patton in September 1927, in 
response to Patton's letter of August 
20. In the letter, Staines debunked all 
the stories, confirmed that the stamps 
had been seized in Montreal in July 
1910 and stated that he could "throw 
no further light upon their history." 

The stamps were mainly whole­
saled in North America by cleverly 
issued press releases to Montreal's 
daily newspaper La Presse and to 
larger philatelic newspapers - none 
of which, except La Presse , gave cre­
dence to the labels. Additionally, Vil­
lecourt and Clement, or their agents, 
visited stamp dealers in Montreal, of­
fering them quantities of the stamps 
for sale. Other Canadian dealers were 
approached by letter. 

There are no guarantees that any of 
the stamps made it to Labrador. The 
small number of covers mentioned in 
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the literature - likely fewer than 10 -
all bear additional Canadian stamps 
and, with one or two exceptions, are 
canceled in Montreal. Used stamps 
exist, as do a half dozen stamps on 
piece. The earliest-known cover is an 
item bearing the 25¢ Labrador stamp 
and a pair of 1 ¢ Canadian Edward VII 
stamps tied with an April 29, 1908, 
Montreal cancel. 

The bogus Labrador stamps are 
poorly drawn and gaudy in color but 
are well-produced. The presswork, 
gumming (smooth yellowish-white 
gum) and perforations (perf gauge 
12) are of a good quality - typical , 
it seems, of Montreal Lithographing 
Company's other work. The stamps 
were printed on white wove paper in 
sheets of 100 (1 0 by 10), with no mar­
ginal markings except for small Greek 

crosses used to register the colors. 
These markings are found in the mid­
dle of the margins on both short sides 
of the sheet. 

The color registration is good for the 
5¢ stamp and 25¢ stamp, but leaves 
much to be desired on the $1 denomi­
nation. Hale reported in 1936 that no 
preproduction material or plates ex­
ist. He surmised that the material was 
destroye°d by court order in 1910, at 
the same time that the printing plates 
were destroyed. 

The 5¢ stamp is black and green 
and shows a Harp seal. The 25¢ 
stamp is black and blue, and shows 
an Inuit holding a spear and a club, 
typical of those used to slaughter the 
seals. The $1 stamp is black, green 
and red, and shows a crudely and 
inaccurately drawn map of Labrador 
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and its geographical position in re­
lation to Newfoundland (to whom it 
belongs), Canada and Greenland. A 
block of four of the $1 stamp is shown 
in Figure 2. 

Hale reported, "This was not the 
last of the labels to be dumped on 
the market. " Remainders - mostly of 
the $1 stamp - had been damaged, 
likely by water, and the sheets stuck 
together. They had been soaked in 
water that removed the gum and de­
creased the intensity of the colors. 
Many of the stamps are stained, par­
ticularly on the back. 

The Labrador stamps appeared on 
the U.S. market beginning in 1934. 
Today, most of the stamps offered 
have no gum. The 25¢ denomination 
seems to be the most difficult to ac­
quire, particularly with original gum. ■ 

HUGE SALE/ SAYE 50% ON U.S. MINT SHEETS 
ADD UP THE RETAIL PRICES OF SHEETS YOU WANT TO PURCHASE AND PAY 50% OF THE TOTAL! 

SPECIAL DISCOUNT!! 
Scott# Retail Scott# Retail Scott# Retail Scott# Retail Scott# Retail t ;D .a ~., :all :a 1543-6 17.00 1585 17.50 1732-3 23.50 1824 28.50 1951 29.50 
1547 16.50 1593 33.75 1734 55.00 1825 21.00 1952 37.50 • ;-:~ .a:a s 

Order $250.00 to $499.99 1548 13.50 1594 37.50 1745-8 33.75 1826 28.50 1953-2002 45. .n :r- .- :a.a 
and deduct an extra 2%! 1549 16.50 1596 38.50 1749-52 20.75 1827-30 32.75 1953A-2002A 

•.J=:: .o .■ .c 1550 13.50 1622 42.50 1753 15.00 1831 37.50 Pert. 11 52.50 I 
Order $500.00 or more 1551 13.50 1629-31 20.75 1754 21.50 1833 23.75 2003 28.50 · X .a : :a 
and deduct an extra 5% 1552 18.75 1632 18.50 1755 23.50 1834-7 25.00 2006-9 37.50 • .}< J- Jr--11 .a 1553 16.50 1633-82 28.75 1756 26.50 1838-41 24.00 2010 28.50 

1554 16.50 1683 21.50 1757 18.50 1846 32.50 2011 28.50 A .H. .s 
EARLIER ISSUES IN PREVIOUS EDITION 1555 16.50 1684 26.50 1758 16.75 1856 77.50 2012 28.50 

.• J!!I .C )I :U 1556 16.00 1685 26.50 1759 21 .00 1859 77.50 2013 28.75 

PART2 Scott# Retail Scott# Retail 1557 16.00 1691-4 29.50 1760-3 33.75 1874 21 .50 2014 60.00 • • . • 1468 13.50 1500 11 .50 
1558 13.50 1695-8 23.50 1764-7 24.00 1876-9 31 .75 2015 28.50 

·· "' ·• · "!'= ALL F•VF, NH 1559 11.50 1699 17.00 1772 23.50 1911 25.00 2016 85.00 
OR BETTER 1469 16.50 1501 11.75 1560 16.00 1701 21 .50 1775-8 18.00 1912-9 32.50 2017 39.50 

Scott# Retail 1470 13.50 1503 12.00 1561 16.00 1702 21 .50 1779-82 26.50 1920 25.00 2018 28.50 Scott# Retail Scott# Retail 
1436 13.50 1472 11.50 1504 13.50 1563 13.00 1703 21 .50 1783-6 24.75 1921-4 52.50 2019-22 35.00 2047 28.50 2074 28.50 
1437 21 .50 1473 13.50 1505 13.50 15641 13.00 1705 21 .50 1787 23.50 1925 25.00 2024 37.50 2048-51 27.50 2075 28.50 
1438 11 .50 1474 9.25 1506 16.50 1565-8 16.00 1706-9 18.75 1788 23.50 1926 28.50 2027-30 41 .50 2052 26.50 2076-9 33.75 
1439 11 .50 1476 11 .50 1507 11 .50 1569-70 8.00 1710 21 .50 1789 23.50 1927 60.00 2031 28.50 2053 28.50 2080 28.50 
1440-3 11 .75 1477 11 .50 1508 11 .50 1571 18.75 171 1 21 .50 1790 14.50 1928-31 33.50 2032-5 31 .50 2055-8 35.00 2081 28.50 
1446 13.50 1478 11 .50 1511 28.50 1572-5 17.50 1712-5 21 .50 1791-4 23.50 1932 32.50 2036 28.50 2059-62 43.50 2082-5 43.50 
1448-51 12.75 1479 11.50 1525 13.50 1576 16.00 1716 17.00 1795-8 24.00 1933 47.50 2038 28.50 2063 28.50 2086 30.75 
1452 13.50 1480-83 15.00 1526 16.00 1577-8 14.50 1717-20 21 .50 1801 26.00 1934 38.50 2040 28.50 2064 28.50 2087 28.50 
1454 22.75 1484 9.00 1527 13.50 1579 16.00 1722 15.00 1802 24.00 1935 30.00 2041 28.50 2066 28.50 2088 53.50 
1456-9 13.50 1485 9.00 1528 16.00 1580c 18.50 1723-4 19.00 1803 23.50 1936 30.00 2042 28.50 2067-70 33.75 2089 73.50 
1460 11 .50 1487 11 .50 1529 13.50 1581 7.50 1725 21 .50 1804 28.50 1937-8 28.75 2043 29.75 2072 28.50 2090 28.50 
1461 11 .50 1488 11 .50 1530-7 11 .50 1581v 22.50 1727 21 .50 1805-10 36.50 1939 55.00 2044 32.50 2073 33.50 2091 28.50 
1462 21 .00 1489-98 15.75 1538-41 19.50 1582 9.00 1730 37.50 1821 21.00 1940 27.50 
1464-7 18.00 1499 12.00 1542 16.50 1584v 22.50 1731 21.50 1823 23.50 1942-5 31 .50 I LATER ISSUES IN NEXT EDITION 

•2~~~ 
PO BOX 90 DEPT BT, VANCOUVER, WA 98666 FAX 1-360-695-1616 

email to larry@brookmanstamps.com CALL TOLL-FREE TO 1-800-545-4871 
TERMS: Satisfaction Guaranteed. 5-day return privilege. Immediate refund if sold out. MasterCard, Visa, Discover and AMEX 

accepted. Provide card#, exp.date & 3/4 digit security#. MINIMUM ORDER $20.00. WA residents please add 8.2% sales tax. 
U.S. customers add $5.00 minimum for shipping and insurance. Foreign customers add enough to cover additional shipping charges. 

email: larry@brookmanstamps.com. All items offered subject to prior sale. Website.www.brookmanstamps.com 
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