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Karsh photos on Canadian, worldwide stamps

CHARLES J.G. VERGE

he timeless photograph of British prime

minister Winston Churchill shown in

Figure 1 was taken in 1941 by Yousuf
Karsh (1908-2002) at the height of World War
II. The image epitomizes the “British Bulldog”
that Churchill was.

The look of determination and smoldering
anger shows not only Churchill’s resolve to
have his way, but also his intent to get back
to the cigar that Karsh had unceremoniously
yanked out of his mouth seconds before the
photograph was taken.

Figure 1. British prime minister Win-
ston Churchill was photographed in
1941 by Turkish-born Canadian pho-
tographer Yousuf Karsh.

Image courtesy of the National Archives of Canada.

This Karsh photograph graces dozens of
stamps issued by many countries to celebrate
the life of Sir Winston. Canada (Scott 440),
Great Britain (Scott 420-421) and the United
States (Scott 1264) used it when they issued
stamps in 1965 shortly after Churchill’s death
(Figure 2).

Karsh was born Dec. 23, 1908, in Mardin,
Turkey. He immigrated to Canada in 1924 as a
refugee and lived with, and apprenticed under,
his uncle George Nakashian, a photographer in
Sherbrooke, Quebec.

Karsh furthered his apprenticeship in Bos-
ton, working in the studios of John H. Garo
from 1928 to 1931 (Figure 3). It is believed
that his technique of marked .difference be-
tween light and dark in his photographs was
learned with Garo and further developed when
he worked as a lighting director for the Ottawa
Little Theatre.

Karsh moved to Ottawa in 1932 to photo-
graph, as he said, “people of consequence.” He
not only achieved his goal of photographing
the notables of Ottawa but he became the pho-
tographer of the notables of the world.

His photographs of Georgia O’Keefe, Ernest
Hemingway, Pablo Picasso, Albert Einstein,
Martha Graham, W. Somerset Maugham, Jac-
queline and John F. Kennedy, Prince Rainier
and Princess Grace, Albert Schweitzer and
others are all works of art in their own right.
In 1987, his complete collection of negatives,
prints and transparencies from 1932 to 1987
were acquired by the National Archives of
Canada.

A self-portrait by Karsh is shown in Figure
4.

Karsh closed his Ottawa studio in 1992 and
moved to Boston, where he died on July 13,
2002.

Figure 2. Canada, the United States and Great Britain used the Karsh photo-

Figure 3.
Karsh and
his teacher
John H.
Garo of
Boston, in
a photo-
graph
circa 1931.

Image cour-
tesy of the
National
Archives of
Canada.

graph of Churchill for memorial issues honoring the late prime minister in 1965.
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Figure 4. A self-portrait by photogra-

( ~

pher Yousuf Karsh. image courtesy of the
National Archives of Canada.
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POSTAGE STAMP
Lyon Mackenzie King (1874-1950), shown in had not yet appeared on stamps, with King c 0 L L E CT 0 R s WANTE D
Figure 5, was the first of his photographs to be being first in the series (Figure 6).
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new lower-value definitives. A proof of the ones sold. These are only partial listings from extensive lists of over 130 pages of foreign stamps and souvenir
4¢ definitive issue is pictured in Figure 7. The sheets in our ever changing stock. Feel free to request lists for the countries which interest you.
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stamps (Scott 325-329 and 331-333) were en-

= s T

graved and printed by the Canadian Bank Note .';.;19 u:e 8.
Co., and issued in 1953. They did not prove tae ¢
popular with postal patrons and were quickly fs m‘t,h
replaced, in 1954, with a series based on a por- 1":5"; W'el d
trait by the famed British photographer Doro- - L
thy Wilding (Scott 337-342 and 345-348). The ing defini-
1¢ stamp from the Wilding series, Scott 337, is t'v‘? <ot
pictured in Figure 8. which

A Karsh photograph from his earlier photo replaced
session with the queen was used in 2002 by “}e ‘f|"'9p°3p'
Australia on a 45¢ stamp to commemorate lﬁar h S
the 50th anniversary of the queen’s coronation sea;;ses

(Scott 2031, Figure 9).

| Stamp Collections On |

Original Album Pages »

Do you like to sort through old stamp |}
collections? Come visit our booth at the
ASDA Postage Stamp Show June 25-27 at the
Convention Center in Santa Clara, California.
Bring this ad for 20% off any one lot purchased.

Or write or call to request a Free price list. We have a WW
selection of individual countries. Mention Scott Stamp Monthly ad
and receive a five dollar gift certificate.

I Don Lewis - Country Collections

H‘) Post Office Box 32216 ¢ Tucson, Arizona 85715

‘:ﬁ Phone: 520-615-4061 ¢ FAX: 520-615-0097

e-mail: DonLewis@CountryCollections.com
| Order stamps directly from the Internet at: CountryCollections.com

Figure 9. The 45¢ Australian stamp
from 2002 celebrating Queen
Elizabeth II’s Coronation Jubilee
made use of a Karsh portrait.

Figure 11.The 1967 visit of
Queen Elizabeth Il and Prince
Philip to Canada was com-
memorated with a 5¢ stamp. The
images of the royal couple are
based on Karsh photographs.

Figure 10. The blue Coronation en-
graved progressive die proof, based
on a Karsh photograph. /Image courtesy
of the Canadian Postal Archives.

Figure 12. Canada issued a 5¢ stamp
in 1967 to commemorate Georges
Vanier, governor general of Canada
from 1959 to 1967. The image of Va-
nier on the stamp is modeled after a
Karsh photograph.
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Still another Karsh photograph was chosen
in 1953 as the basis for the design of Canada’s
4¢ stamp (Scott 330) issued to celebrate the
queen’s coronation. Figure 10 shows a blue
progressive die proof of that Coronation issue,
but the 100,127,000 4¢ commemoratives were
eventually issued in violet.

On the occasion of Elizabeth’s first visit to
Canada as queen, Karsh profile photographs
of the queen and the Duke of Edinburgh were
used for the 5¢ commemorative honoring the
occasion (Scott 374, Figure 11).

Tradition dictates that governors-general
and prime ministers of Canada are honored on
a stamp within one year of their death. Karsh
photographs were used for this purpose on two
occasions, starting with Governor General
Georges Vanier in 1967 (Scott 474, Figure 12).
General Vanier was Governor General between
1959 and 1967.

In 1994, Governor General Jeanne Sauvé
(1984-1990) was honored on a 43¢ stamp,
Scott 1509. Her official photograph, taken
by Karsh shortly after her swearing-in, was
used for the design. As Sauvé made history in
many ways, four different tabs were attached
to the stamps to show her many careers as a
journalist, member of Parliament, first woman

SEDNEPENNIBENEITENEDIVRERINOURY

SEDEDVNBRDEDNINBEBENS

1 Figure 13. A block
of four of the
1994 Canadian
stamp honoring
Governor General
Jeanne Sauvé,
which made use
of a Karsh por-
trait. Tabs depict-
ing different as-
pects of Sauvé’s
life are attached
to the individual
stamps.
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speaker of the House of Commons and first
woman Governor General (Figure 13).

In 1987, 30 years after his last photographs
of the queen were used for Canadian stamps,
a new Karsh photograph of Her Majesty ap-
peared on postal issues. By that time, stamps
showing the queen were only issued for the
domestic rate and no longer for all the low
values.

The same Karsh photograph was used until
2002, when a special “definitive-commemora-
tive” was issued to mark the 50th anniversary
of the queen’s accession to the throne. As the
domestic rate increased, new Queen definitives
bearing the Karsh photograph were issued
with different denominations and background
colors.

These stamps bearing Karsh’s image of the
queen are the 1987 37¢ blue (Scott 1162), the
1988 38¢ burgundy (Scott 1164), the 1990 39¢
green (Scott 1167), the 1990 40¢ brown red
(Scott 1168), the 1991 42¢ violet (Scott 1357),
1992 43¢ silver (Scott 1358), the 1995 45¢
turquoise (Scott 1360), the 1998 46¢ pink red
(Scott 1682) and the 2000 47¢ gray-blue (Scott
1683). All are shown in Figure 14.

Pictured in Figure 15 is one of the five Brit-
ish stamps issued for the 50th anniversary of
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2003 COMPLETE NH YEAR SETS

We stock Year Sets, Individual Stamps, Sets, S/S and Booklets from over 250 Countries. We can probably assist you in build-
ing a great collection. Ask for complete Worldwide Year Set Lists covering the 1940-2003 period.
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the queen’s accession in 2002. This 45-penny
stamp (Scott 2020) shows a portion of a photo-
graph taken at the same photograph session as
that for the 1987-2000 Canadian stamps.

It was not until 1999 that a non-royal, non-
political Karsh photograph appeared on a
Canadian stamp. Since then there have been
three.

The first two are found in Canada’s Millen-
nium series issued in 1999 and 2000. On Dec.
17, 1999, a Karsh photograph of singer Portia
White was used on one of the four stamps
featuring extraordinary entertainers (Scott
1820a). Karsh’s photograph of Father Moses

WWW. S nline..

Coady, an expert on adult education, is found
in the series for social progress issued Jan. 17,
2000 (Scott 1823d). The third portrays writer
Morley Callaghan (Scott 1996), one of four
stamps issued Sept. 8, 2003, to celebrate the
50th anniversary of the National Library of
Canada. All three of these stamps are shown
in Figure 16.

The Portrait Gallery of Canada is set to
open in 2006. The Gallery will prominently
feature Karsh and his photographs. Hope-
fully, for the occasion, Canada Post will see
fit to issue additional stamps featuring Karsh
photographs. S S M

Intriguing Worldwide Collection!

Intriguing is how w;e describe this
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Figure 14. Canada’s 1987-
2000 series of domestic-
rate definitives based on
the same Karsh photo-
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outstanding lot of worldwide stamps.
Each collection contains over 100 stamps
dating as far back as 100 years old and
features exotic and fascinating Far East
issues as well as jumbos, triangles, 3D’s,
and stamps on stamps all for ONLY
$1.99! Plus, you’ll receive our FREE
Stamp, Coin and Collectibles Catalog just
for placing your order. In addition, we’ll
send you other valuable collector’s
information and fine offers on approval.
Purchase what you like and return the
rest with no obligation. Offer good to
new customers only - limit one per

household please.

[V] Yes! Please send me your Intriguing Worldwide
Collection for Only $1.99. Offer good to first time
customers only. Limit 1 set per household with
approvals. Free S & H to U.S. addresses. NY State

residents must add correct sales tax.

Name

Address

City,
State/Zip

Phone/Email
Credit Card Orders Call Toll-Free: 1-888-782-6776

'3 Please send coupon and payment to:
s FALCON STAMP COMPANY
Dept. FWW384S0

Falconer, NY 14733-0300

Figure 15. A Karsh
photograph appears
on the 2002 45-penny
stamp from Great
Britain marking the
50th anniversary of
the queen’s acces-
sion to the throne.

graph of Queen Elizabeth II.

.
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Figure 16. Three recent
Canadian stamps that used
Karsh photographs depict
singer Portia White, educa-
tor Moses Coady and writer
Morley Callaghan.




