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Essays add excitement to Canada's 
1964 Jet at Ottawa Airport stamps 

I
n just over an eight-month period 
in 1964, the Canada Post Office 
issued three definitive stamps fea­

turing the same Jet at Ottawa Air-
port design in two different denomi­
nations (Figure 1 ). 

Although not specifically airmail 
stamps, the three stamps were pri­
marily used to send letters to the 
United States by air. The 7¢ airmail 
rate to the United States was in ef­
fect when the first stamp to use the 
design, a 7¢ denomination (Scott 
414), was issued March 11, 1964. 

Shortly thereafter, Canada's post­
master general, Colonel John R. 
Nicholson (1901-83, postmaster gen-

Figure 1. The canada Post Office issued three 
stamps in 1964 to pay the ainnail rate to the 
United States. Each stamp features the same 
design, a jet flying over the Ottawa airport. 
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eral February 1964-February 1965), 
announced that the airmail rate to the 
United States would be increased to 
8¢, effective July 15. The remain­
ing stock of the 7¢ stamp was sur­
charged with the numeral "8" (Scott 
430). The Post Office overprinted 
15,510,000 of the original 26,420,000 
stamps. 

At the same time that the rate was 
increased and the overprint was an­
nounced, Postmaster General Nich­
olson said the 7¢ stamp would be re­
worked to become an 8¢ stamp. He 
also said the new stamp would be 
"released when stocks of the over­
printed stamp have been exhaust­
ed. " The 8¢ stamp (Scott 436) was 
issued November 18; 41 ,920,000 
stamps were printed. 

The 1964 7 ¢ stamp replaced the 
Canada Goose design in use since 
November 3, 1952 (Scott 320). 
About 13 million of these stamps 
were used annually between 1952 
and 1964. The 1964 8¢ stamp re­
mained in use until a new 8¢ stamp 
(Scott 461) was issued as part of the 
Centennial definitive series, which 
made its debut February 8, 1967. -

Harvey Thomas Prosser designed 
the Jet at Ottawa Airport stamp, 
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with the engraving by Yves Baril 
and the lettering by Gordon Mash. 
Mash was born May 31, 1933, in 
Ottawa, Ontario, and attended high 
school and art college in that city. 
His apprenticeship with the Cana­
dian Bank Note Co. (CBN) began 
in March 1952, where he studied 
under his father, John F. Mash. He 
furthered his engraving studies by 
working with William Bedingfield of 
the United States Bank Note Co. 
During his 35-year career with CBN, 
he engraved 37 Canadian stamps 
between 1958 and 1968. He is cur­
rently living in retirement in Ottawa. 

Work on the new 7¢ stamp start­
ed sometime before April 1963. The 
Canadian Postal Archives (CPA) has 
a number of undated watercolor es­
says showing drawings of a plane 
in the sky. All illustrations of essays 
and proofs accompanying this ar­
ticle are courtesy of the CPA. 

CANADA 

Figure 2. Watercolor essays for the 1964 7$ stamp. The drawing at left is painted with water­
color and gouache on commercial board, and shows a plane in steep ascent The top right 
design is a gouache painting on commercial board. The design at lower right is an essay 
that pictures a jet over a bank of clouds, and is a watercolor and gouache drawing on paper. 

August 2009 



Figure 3. The design on the left is a gouache and colored-pencil drawing on card of a styl­
ized symbol of flight The design on the right is a stylized bird created on mat board using a 
colored pencil. Both designs for the 7¢ Jet at Ottawa Airport stamp are dated April 1963. 

The drawing at left in Figure 2 fea­
tures a plane in steep ascent, and is 
painted with watercolor and gouache 
on commercial board; the drawing 
at top right shows a jet tail and is 
a gouache painting on commercial 
board; and the essay at lower right 
pictures a jet over a bank of clouds, 
and is a watercolor and gouache 
drawing on paper. It is bel ieved that 
artists at the CBN produced 
all rejected essays in the 
CPA's holdings. 

Several essays for this 
issue are dated April 1963. 
Among these are a gouache 
and colored-pencil drawing 
on card of a stylized sym­
bol of flight that is illustrat-

ed on the left in Figure 3. The design 
on the right in Figure 3 is a stylized 
bird produced by colored pencil on 
mat board. 

Figure 4 shows several colored­
pencil drawings on card of a com­
bination of items, including planes, 
birds, envelopes and globes. The 
drawings include one that might 
have been a proposal for a se-ten-

ant block of four. Four essays were 
produced in April 1963, but this time 
they were done in colored pencil on 
commercial board (Figure 5). 

On August 28, 1963, another set 
of colored-pencil drawings (Figure 
6) was made, all on card. Three 
drawings approach the final design 
concept by showing a jet and an 
airport. Prosser followed this de­
sign concept when he submitted 
a gouache-on-card model for ap­
proval September 24, 1963 (Figure 
7). It was approved for engraving 
two days later, with minor changes: 
the numeral "7" was to be reduced 
in size to be "almost as small as [the 
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Figure 4. These colored-pencil drawings on card feature various 
designs for canada's 1964 7¢ stamp, including planes, birds, enve­
lopes and globes. The drawings include one that might have been a 
proposal for a se-tenant block of four stamps. 
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Figure 5. These essays were produced with colored pencil on commercial board. 

word] Canada" and the tarmac was 
to be lightened to a gray tone. 

On October 22 , Postmaster Gen­
eral Azellus Denis (1907-91, PMG, 
April 1963-February 1964) approved 
the progressive die proof for engrav-

ing only. A week later, on October 
30, he approved a die proof for color 
and design. On November 7, heap­
proved another die proof for color 
and printing. 

Sometime in the approval process, 

someone realized that the words 
"Postage" and "Postes" were not 
included in the design. Postmaster 
General Denis had to repeat the ap­
proval process. 

On November 25, approval was 
granted for the design with the add­
ed words, and on December 3, the 
design received the OK for printing. 

Another approval process took 
place in January and February 1964, 
when Deputy Postmaster General Wil­
liam H. Wilson (DPMG 1961-68) reap­
proved the die proofs after the design 
was lightened. The plane in the final 
design is a composite of many air­
craft; the airport is modeled on the 
Ottawa Airport in Canada's capital. 

The CPA has no archival material 
of note for the surcharge. A model 
was prepared for the 8¢ redrawn 
stamp that was approved by Deputy 
Postmaster General Wilson May 13, 
1964. He also approved the final die 

POSTES• POSTAGE 

Figure 6. A set of colored-pencil drawings, all on card, are dated August 28, 1963. Three drawings are close to the final design selected for 
the stamp. Prosser followed this design concept when he submitted a gouache-on-card model for approval September 24, 1963. 
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Figure 7. The approved gouache-on-card model designed by Harvey Prosser. 

S3029 Blue 
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proof May 20 (Figure 8). 
The CBN printed the 7¢ and 8¢ 

stamps in plates of 400 subjects 
that were then cut into four post of­
fice panes of 100 stamps. The 8$ 
surcharges were applied directly to 
the pane of 100 stamps. All three 
stamps were perforated 12. 

No known varieties exist for the 
7¢ stamp and the 8$ stamp. Two 
major varieties are recorded for the 
surcharge (Figure 9). Both varieties 
are believed to be unique. The first 
(Scott 430a) is listed as a pair, one 
without surcharge. The non-sur­
charged stamp is attached to a block 
of four surcharged stamps. The sec­
ond variety (Scott 430b) is a single 
stamp with the surcharge inverted 
and printed on the gum side. 

LONDON-TO-LONDON 
PLATE PROOF 

In the O Canada article in the 
August 2006 issue of Scott Stamp 
Monthly, I wrote about the famous 
London-to-London flight and the 
discovery of a new example of the 
semiofficial stamp that was printed 
for this flight. In December 2008, 
a plate proof of the stamp (Scott 
CLP6, Figure 10) was offered for 
sale at John Talman, a Toronto auc­
tion house. This recently discovered 
proof came from the lower left corner 
of a sheet of four. In the left selvage 
is the notation, "Original proof from 
which stamp was ok'd by cutting off 
upper right and returning to Lawson 

Figure 8. The final die proof for the redrawn 
SC blue stamp (Scott 436) was approved by 
canada's Deputy Posbnaster General WIiiiam 
H. Wilson May 20, 1964. 
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& Jones Lithographers." 
The proof had been stored in 

an envelope in 1927 by its original 
owner. It remained there until 2008. 
The corner card on the envelope is 
that of Carty News Service, owned 
by Arthur C. Carty, the publicist for 
the flight. Carty lived and worked in 
London, Ontario, and was a good 
friend of Dr. L. Seale Holmes, a phi­
latelist. Carty's acquaintanceship 
with Holmes is mentioned in the 
Holmes 1968 Specialized Philatelic 
Catalogue of Canada and British 
North America (11th Edition). 

Carty wrote in four lines on the 
envelope, "Carling Flight Airmail 
Matter Seale Holmes says Stamps 
worth $2,000.00 Sept. 52 ." Inside a 
box, he wrote, "This is Original Press 
proof." 

The emergence of the proof con-

················•················ • • • • • 

Figure 9. The only known varieties of the 8¢ surcharge: a block of five containing a pair with 
the surcharge omitted on one stamp (Scott 430a), and a single stamp with the surcharge 
inverted and printed on the gum side of the stamp (Scott 430b). 
Courtesy of D. Robin Harris and Saskatoon Stamp Centre. 
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BY TRAIN BY CAR BY BUS BY PLANE 

"SELLING A STAMP COLLECTION SHOULD BE A REWARDING EXPERIENCE." The 
"BEST SALE" is when the buyer will personally visit your city and view your collec­
tion. The dealers listed below will travel to "any city" to view appropriate holdings. 

UNFORTUNATELY many collections in the $2,000.00 to $20,000.00 range do not 
economically justify the time and expense for a professional buyer to travel long 
distances to personally view your collection. 

WE OFFER A SOLUTION: Each dealer listed below has designated a state, and region, 
he will make every effort to personally visit. Contact that dealer direct and discuss 
your collection and options. 

YOUR GUARANTEE: While each dealer listed is an independently owned business all 
are members of either the ASOA or APS (most - both), insuring fairness and integrity 
in purchasing your collection. 

IF YOU LIVE IN: CALL OR WRITE: IF YOU LIVE IN: CALL OR WRITE: IF YOU LIVE IN: CALL OR WRITE: 
New York, Marvin Frey Southern California or Quality Philatelies Eastern Missouri, Bison Stamp and Coin Company 
Connecticut, Legion Stamps, Inc. Nevada: Newport Harbor Stamp Southern Illinois, P. Paul Albano 
Maryland or 1000 Park Blvd., Suite 209 P.O. Box 2871 , Newport Beach, CA 92663 Mississippi or 2006 North Truman Blvd., 
New Jersey: Massapequa Park, NY 11762 Phone: (714) 963-3257 (Glen) Alabama: Crystal City, MO 63019-1021 

Phone: (516) 882-9345 (800) 722-1022 (Oave) Phone: (314) 283-0135 
FAX: (516) 882-9005 Coins & Currency also wanted E-mail: ppa@bisonstamps.com 

Ohio, Michigan, Randy Scholl Northern Illinois, Stamps 'N' Stuff North Carolina, Randall T. Scribner KenbJcky, Indiana Randy Scholl Stamp Co. Iowa, Kansas, Jerry & Barbara Koepp South Carolina or PRM Enterprises, Inc. or Tennessee: 7460 Jager Court Minnesota, Nebraska, 8190 Hickman Road Georgia: 411 O French Fields Lane, Cincinnati, OH 45230 South/North Dakota Des Moines, IA 50325-4405 
Phone: (513) 624-6800 or Western Missouri: Ph: (515) 331-4307 FAX: (515) 331-4957 Harrisburg, NC 28075 

Ortlers: 1-800-999-5964 • Phone: (704) 575-2795 
Pennsylvania, Excelsior Collection E-mail: scrib1@ctc.com 
Delaware or Phone: (800) 285-8076 Wisconsin, Dr. Robert Friedman & Sons Coins also wanted 
Virginia: E-mail: excelsiorcol@aol.com Northern Ronda, Phone: 1-800-588-8100 
Northern California, Stanley M. Piller & Associates Southern Rorida or FAX: 1-630-985-1588 Texas, Oklahoma, Hunt& Co. 
Oregon or 800 S. Broadway, Suite 201 Canada: drbobstamps@yahoo.com Arkansas or 10711 Burnet Rd., Suite 314 
Washington: Walnut Creek, CA 94596 www.drbobfriedmanstamps.com Louisiana: Austin, TX 78758 

(P.O. Box 559, Alamo, CA 94507) Coins also wanted Ph.: (800) 458-57 45 
Phone: (925) 938-8290 Connecticut, Suburban Stamp, Inc. 

FAX: (512) 837-9997 
Fax: (925) 938-8812 Massachusetts, P.O. Box 715, 176 Worthington St 

E-mail: sellinfo@huntstamps.com 
E-mail: stmpdlr@aol.com New Hampshire Springfield, MA 01101 
Coins also wanted or Vermont Ph.: 413-785-5348 FAX: 413-746-3788 
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Rgure 10. The recently discovered and only 
recorded proof of the 1927 25e London-to­
London Flight stamp. The stamp is the rarest 
of the Canadian semiofficial air post stamps. 
It was issued for the disastrous London, On­
tario, to London, England, flight of 1927. The 
proof sold for U.S. $41,300, which includes 
an 18 percent buyer's premium, at the April 
23-25 auction conducted by Charles G. Firby 
Auctions, Waterford, Michigan. 

firms that the stamps were printed 
in sheets of four. The proof was sold 
by the Talman firm for $10,000 in 
Canadian funds and shortly thereaf­
ter received a certificate of authen­
ticity from the experts at the Vincent 
Graves Greene Foundation. 

The proof was sold in the April 
23-25, 2009, auction conducted by 
Charles G. Firby Auctions. It realized 
U.S. $41 ,300, inclusive of an 18 per­
cent buyer's premium. ■ 
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0G XXLHA GEM 1!Yl, RARE MINTXF-SUPERB OG 433, XF-SUPERBXXXI.H • PSE XF-SUPERBOG NH 465, Mnt4cXFOG NH 276, MlllTYPE 2• VF+OG LH 263, M111$5 F·VFOGVLH 
Cat$700.00+ LHGEMRE·ISSUE•BEAUTY GRADE095JUMBO•LOOKS GEMQUAUTY GEM· PO FRESH (tilygumthiJ)Cat$1,500 A.GEMCat$5,IXXJ.OO 

312, Mnt $2 F-VF 0G LH APP 
(SI <1st gum) Cat $1,200.00 

Pri:e U.S. $479.00 Pri:eU.S. $599.00 Pri:eU.S. $899.00 NH Pri:eU.S.$399.00 Pri:eU.S. $299.00 PoceU.S. $249.00 Pri:eU.S. $599.00 Pri:eU.S.$1,899.00 
Flee stwng Free Shipping Free Shipping Flee Shipping Flee ShiW<',g Flee Shipping Plus $25.00 stwn9 Flee Shi>Ping 

Item oomber. 390048455347 Item rooiber. 140317896393 Item number. 140317896390 Item number: 390048455.122 Item number: 370195475343 hem number: 140317898288 hem number 370195480723 hem ruTiber: 390048457200 

U.S. PROOFS· XF SUPERB GEMS SELLING 
Scott India Proof Canl Proof ·a• 3P-4P each ....................... $225.00 $175.00 

, • .• 40P-47P set ...................... $575.00 $450.00 
68P, 6SP, 71 P, 72P, 76P ea $75.00 $50.00 
65P·----- $00.00 $125.00 
70P----- - $450.00 

731'·========= $95.00 $75.00 
~ :,,.Pf132Pset ............... S::: ~;;: 

112P·122P se1 .................. $1 ,100.00 $825,00 
01-093 set ....................... $1 ,000.00 $800.00 

Send a #10 SASE for our 
FREE buy list! 

If you really 
"WANT STAMPS" 
www.wlangs.com 

Over I 0,000 U.S. High-Quality Listings 

• Rare Slam11s • Freaks and I rrors 
• Proofs • Covers 
• Essays • U.S. Paper !\toney 
• Plate Hlorks 

If Browsing on eBay do an 
"Advance Search" for "Items by Seller" 

Type m my USER ID wmlangs. 

U.S,#RW73b 
XF,NH 

SIGNED BY BOTH 
Artist & Engraver! 

Price $249.00 
$5 shipping & handling. 

ApproXJmately 2,50J exist. 

,ktively Seeking U.S. ~md I ureign 
( olleclions! Immediate Lash Available! 

I\VILLALIVAYSTRY10 MF.HOR BEAi 
OTHER BUY PRICES. CAtL ME! 

SELLING 
9,@. 
15, ~ VF-XF ................. . 
18,@ TYPE I - VF+ ..... . 
37, -!I SUPERB ............... . 
235, * XF+ 0G VLH .. . 
2TT, ~ VF-XF ...................... . 

Order by Set #. 
$375.00 
$179.00 
$249.00 
$599.00 
$149.00 

289, * 8c XF OG XLH ......... . 
$225.00 
$199.00 

292, * VF+ 0G VLH ..... . 
314, * NH XF-SUPERB 
380, * VF 0G NH ...... . 
382, * VF 0G NH ...... . 
396, * OG NH ............................. . 
394, * SUPERB 0G NH .............. . 
423, * OG LH ........... . 
438, * XF 0G VLH. 
439, * VFOGVLH ......... . 
447, * 0G NH LINE PAIR .. . 
452, 455, 458, * 0G NH ......... ... .. . 
460, * VF+ 0G NH 
622 * NH XF-SUPERB ..... . 

We accept 

$1,199.00 
$125.00 
$175.00 
$449.00 
$299.00 
$975.00 
$199.00 
$359.00 
$249.00 
$199.00 
$125.00 
$975.00 
$129.00 

IEl ill 
To contact one of the most experienced stamp dealers in the country: 

* ERRORS, U.S. PROOFS & ESSAYS * 
* ALL IMPERF COIL ROLLS WANTED * 

\lso \\anled. mi"lsmg color<,, impcrforate sheels, 1merts and dramatic pcrf. and color -,hifls. 
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Phone: 201-262-5220 FAX: 201-262-4367 
Mobile Phone: 201-981-5181 

E mail: wlangs@aol.com 
website: www.wlangs.com 

P.O. Box 46 New Milford NJ 07646 
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