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Canada reaches new hei ghts with
Continental Summits stamps

, On Oct. 1, seven new 48¢ (letter-rate) for Stamp Collecting Month (Figure 1). in addition to data on each mountain’s geo-
CHARLES J.G. VERGE stamps joined that category. They show the For thousands of years, mountains have graphic location, summit height and descrip-
tallest peaks on each of the world’s continents, been a source of spiritual inspiration, as well tive text on the reverse of the pane.

It is rare for Canada to issue stamps com- Wwhile an eighth stamp depicts Canada’s high- as a gathering place for cultural and recre- The eight stamps in this collection represent

memorating foreign subjects that don’t est mountain, Mount Logan. The stamps were ational activities. With a wealth of natural summits located around the world: Mount
have a direct relationship with the country. issued for the United Nations’ International resources, the mountain environment is essen- Logan, the highest peak in Canada; Mount
The 5¢ Winston Churchill memorial issue of Year of Mountains. In addition, the attractive tial to the survival of our ecosystem. This is Elbrus in Europe; Puncak Jaya in Oceania;
1965 (Scott 440) and the 10¢ Windsor Castle circular souvenir sheet format (of which the perfect time to promote conservation and Mount Everest in Asia; Mount Kilimanjaro in
stamp of 1935 (Scott 215) are the only two fit- 625,000 were printed) and the educational sustainable development of mountain regions Africa; Vinson Massif in Antarctica; Mount
ting that category that come quickly to mind. ~ information they convey make the issue ideal and their importance to our planet. Aconcagua in South America; and Mount

These new stamps also pay tribute to McKinley in North America.

Canadian explorer Bernard Voyer, who has

just completed a journey in which he climbed MOUNT LOGAN

the seven highest continental summits, Canada’s tallest peak, Mount Logan, is
trekked to the two poles and skied across located in Kluane National Park in the south-
Greenland and Ellesmere Island. When the west Yukon (Figure 2). Reaching a height of
International Year of Mountains was launched 5,959 meters, this majestic Canadian moun-
in the spring of 2002, Canada Post sponsored
Voyer’s expedition to Mount Logan.

With this issue, Canada Post is also able to
pay tribute to photographer Pat Morrow, who
in 1986 was the first man to climb “the Seven
Summits.” This amazing feat made it into 7he
Guinness Book of World Records.
Photographs by Morrow and Richard
Hartmier were used by Q30 Design to illus-

E?l:l;ga!é trate the souvenir sheet. The firm has

~ Mountains deSIggfd 28t %her Stampsl g".‘ CZ’Slada Post  Eigure 2. The $2 Kluane National Park
souvenir sheet 0. S0 T i’ﬁms}’l.‘“" A mfg = ¢ stamps  gtamp of 1979, Canada Scott 727,
issued Oct. 1, Eommemoratmg e History of Housing in pictures Mount Logan.
2002, pictures anada (Scott 1755), Ocean Fish (Scott 1641- T . : :
Canada’s highest 1644), High Technology (Scott 1595-1598) tain is part of the Saint Elias mountain range,
peak, Mount and the Holocaust (Scott 1590). which straddles the Yukon/Alaska border.
Logan, and the Canada’s stamps for the “Highest Mostly snow-covered and physically very

“Seven Summits” Continental Summits” are custom die-cut apd similar to the Himalayan Mountqins, Mopnt
that make up the presented on a unique cuculgr self-adheswe Logan overloolgs the largest glaciers outside
highest peak on sheet. Aimed at a general audience, the infor- the polar regions of the Antarctic and
each continent. mation-rich presentation includes photos of Greenland.

animals indigenous to each mountain region Although not part of the seven highest con-
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tinental summits’ circuit, Mount Logan is still
an international-caliber alpine destination. Its
level of technical difficulty is very similar to
that of Mount McKinley.

Mount Logan is named after the founder of
the Geological Survey of Canada, Sir William
Edmond Logan. The first trek to Mount
Logan’s summit was achieved under the super-
vision of the Alpine Club of Canada in 1925.

In 1992, as part of the 150th anniversary
celebrations of the Geological Survey of
Canada and Canada’s 125th birthday, the
Royal Canadian Geographical Society orga-
nized the Logan 92 expedition. The purpose
of this expedition was to officially measure
Mount Logan’s elevation using a global posi-
tioning system (GPS). The best time to climb
Mount Logan is from April to June.

MOUNT ELBRUS

Europe’s Mount Elbrus (Figure 3) reaches
an altitude of 5,633 meters. This mountain of
volcanic origin was first scaled in 1874 by a
British team with the help of guide Akhia
Sottaiev. Located in the Russian Federation,
Mount Elbrus is part of the Caucasus moun-
tain range, which stretches 1,300 kilometers
(a little more than 800 miles) through Russia,
Georgia and Azerbaijan. Mount Elbrus is
formed by two summits — the East and the
West — the western summit being higher,
towering over a vast alpine prairie, coniferous
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Figure 3. Russia’s Mount Elbrus is
shown on the 30-kopeck 1986 issue,
Russia Scott 5485, part of a five-
stamp set from 1986 depicting inter-
national alpinist camps.
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forests and extraordinarily pure mineral water
springs.

Technically, Mount Elbrus’ steep slopes
require a great deal of experience walking on
ice with crampons (a spiked metal apparatus
attached to
boots) and an
ice ax. Cold
temperatures,
strong winds
and blizzards at
high altitudes
can make
ascent of this
mountain diffi-
cult. The upper-
most portion of
the ascent is by
far the most
demanding,
given its high
elevation and
extremely steep
slope. This for-
mer volcano
has a plateau a few hundred meters in diame-
ter near the summit from which a final climb
toward the sky leads to the summit.

Figure 4. An airmail
stamp inscribed
“Repoeblik Indonesia,”
from the 1949-53
Vienna printings (not
listed in the Scott cata-
log). The stamp shows
Puncak Jaya, the high-
est peak in Oceania.

PUNCAK JAYA

At 4,884 meters, Puncak Jaya (Figure 4) is
the highest point in Oceania. Situated in
Indonesia, the mountain is in what was for-
merly Netherlands New Guinea, also known
as West Irian or Irian Barat. The region sur-
rounding the mountain is difficult to access
and the climate is atrocious. The fog, melting
snow and constant thunderstorms make expe-
ditions especially perilous.

While Puncak Jaya has no glaciers, it does
have very steep cliffs, a tapered ridge and
sharp, dangerous rock needles. Many tribes
live in this inhospitable region. The immedi-
ate area around Puncak Jaya is Danis territo-
ry. Major rivalries between the various tribes
living in this area still exist today.

According to many climbers, the approach
to Puncak Jaya is an arduous ordeal: nearly
125km of swampy, boggy, wet territory
plagued by constant rain showers spreads out
from the base of the mountain. Its location is
completely isolated, with no villages or
human activity visible for several days.

Once on the mountain, climbing the rock
face and the long trek up the summit ridge
require a high level of climbing experience.
Some fixed ropes have also been installed on
the mountain. It is not uncommon for snow
and wet cold to roll in and complicate an
ascent. Austrian Heinrich Harrer and New
Zealander Phil Temple were the first climbers
to reach Puncak Jaya’s summit in 1962.

MOUNT EVEREST
Straddling the border between China and
Nepal, Mount Everest (Figure 5) is the tallest
summit in the world at-a height of 8,850

Mt. Everes’l
8

Figure 5. The world’s highest peak,
Mount Everest, is pictured on Nepal
Scott 253 from 1971.

meters (29,028 feet). This famous mountain is
often referred to as the “roof of the world” or
the “summit of summits.” It is also known by
the names of Sagarmatha (“Mother of the
Universe” in Nepali), and Chomolangma
(“Goddess Mother of the Snows” in Tibetan).

The first attempts to scale Mount Everest
took place in 1921 on the Chinese side of the
mountain, the North Col and the North Ridge.
All these attempts failed. To date, more than
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900 climbers from more than 20 countries
have reached Everest’s summit using various
routes. George Leigh Mallory spearheaded
the first three expeditions to the summit. In
1924, Mallory and Andrew Irvine lost their
lives during their last expedition. Even today,
there are speculations about whether these
two English climbers reached the summit.

Many unsuccessful expeditions continued
through 1938. In 1951, expeditions departing
from Nepal on the south side drew closer and
closer to the summit, but it was not until 1953
that Sir Edmond Hillary, accompanied by
Sherpa Tenzing Norgay, reached the much-
coveted summit. The final ridge, representing
the last 100 meters of the ascent, is preceded
by a smooth, vertical rock wall, approximate-
ly 9 meters tall, that has been baptized the
“Hillary Step” in honor of the first man to
touch the “roof of the world.” Many climbers
abandon their ascent upon seeing the formida-
ble obstacle known as the “Hillary Step.”

In 1978, Italian mountain guru Reinhold
Messner was the first man to reach Everest’s
summit in a dangerous climb without oxygen
support. In 1980, Messner performed the first
solo climb of Everest.

MOUNT KILIMANJARO

Located approximately 330km (205 miles)
south of the equator in northeastern Tanzania,
Mount Kilimanjaro (Figure 6) towers over
Africa from a height of 5,894 meters (19,341
feet). Not far from the Indian Ocean, Mount
Kilimanjaro’s mass and height have a major
effect on the surrounding climate, vegetation
and wildlife.

Three extinct volcanoes form Mount
Kilimanjaro; the highest is Kibo. The highest
peak on Kibo is Uhuru. The two lesser peaks,
Mawenzi and Shira, reach heights of 5,150
meters and 3,992 meters, respectively.

Although located in the scorching African
landscape, this mountain remains eternally
snow-covered, providing a sharp contrast to
the vast plains that surround it. American
writer Ernest Hemingway made this image

come alive in his 1938 short story, “The
Snows of Kilimanjaro.”
Mount Kilimanjaro’s very diverse ecosys-
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Figure 6. Mount Kilimanjaro’s Kibo
peak, pictured on a 1997 souvenir
sheet from Tanzania, Scott 1617.

tem ranges from lush vegetation at its foot to
alpine tundra toward its summit. The first
ascent of Mount Kilimanjaro took place in
1889 by climbers Hans Mayer and Ludwig
Purtsheller.

VINSON MASSIF

Located on the isthmus of the Sentinel
Range, Vinson Massif (Figure 7) is the high-
est peak in the Antarctic at a height of 4,897
meters (16,066 feet). In addition to being one
of the coldest (temperatures drop to minus 89°
C) and windiest (winds speeds up to a veloci-
ty of 100 knots) places on earth, this continent
is home to 90 percent of the world’s ice.
Located atop Nimitz Glacier, Vinson Massif is
formed by black and striated ridges, as well as
large ice walls up to an altitude of nearly

Continued on page 26
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3,000 meters.

Continued from page 24

Its summit, located 1,190km (740 miles)
from the geographlc South Pole, provides a
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Figure 7. Vinson Massif,
the highest peak in the
Antarctic, is commemo-
rated on a stamp from
the International Year of
Mountains set issued
May 24 by the United
Nations (Offices in
Geneva Scott 394).

breathtaking
view of Mount
Shinn and
M:o u n -t
Gardner. The
Antarctic - has
attracted
sailors, explor-
ers, scientists
and more
recently
climbers.
Climbers must
ascend in the
summer, when
they can bene-
fit from 24
hours of day-
light. The rest
of the year, the

continent is plunged into total darkness. In

November, at the beginning

of the Antarctic

spring, temperatures are very cold, often drop-

ping to minus 40° C.

Vinson Massif was named after Carl G.
Vinson, a U.S. Senator who convinced the
American government to support exploration
of the Antarctic. Members of the American
Antarctic Mountaineering Expedition first
climbed Vinson Massif in 1966.

MOUNT ACONCAGUA

The highest summit of the Americas, Mount
Aconcagua (Figure 8), which is also known as
“The Stone Sentinel,” towers among the
Andes at 6,962 meters (22,834 feet). Located
in the province of Mendoza in Argentina,
Mount Aconcagua is only 12km (about 7/
miles) from the Chilean border.

Its southern face is considered one of the
largest mountain faces in the world. Its sum-
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mit is large and flat, and although it is often
underestimated because of its easy, accessible
approach, this mountain is dangerous. Firns,
steep slopes of unstable stones, capricious
weather and high altitude are the main chal-
lenges. The best time to scale Mount
Aconcagua is January. The path normally
taken by climbers is free of glaciers. Famous
Swiss guide and climber Mattias Zurbriggen

Figure 8. Argentina Scott 1986, a 1.95-
peso stamp issued in 1998, commem-
orates the centennial anniversary of
the first ascension of Mount
Aconcagua.

was the first to reach the summit of this
mountain in 1897, following an unsuccessful
attempt in 1896.

MOUNT MCKINLEY

Mount McKinley (Figure 9) is also known
as the Denali, which means “the Great One”
in Athabaskan. At a height of 6,194 meters
(20,320 feet), Mount McKinley is the highest
summit in North America. Located 200km
(125 miles) north of Anchorage in the heart of
the Alaska Range, Mount McKinley is part of
Denali National Park and is preserved through
the strict regulations of the American National
Parks system.

Flanked by five giant glaciers and numer-
ous ice cascades, the snowy mass of Mount
McKinley towers above the horizon from as
far away as Cook Inlet, 322km to the south,
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and Fairbanks, 241km to the northeast.
Although not recognized as one of the most
difficult climbs, Denali still provides a size-
able challenge to those who tackle it. Famous
for its ever-changing unpredictable weather
conditions, Mount McKinley is the coldest
place in North America: temperatures as low
as minus 77° C (minus 107° F) were recorded

there in 1988.

This mountain is accessed by ski planes that
touch down on a slightly sloped and crevassed
glacier. From the drop-off point, climbers face
many obstacles, from transportation logistics
for equipment and supplies to the various

techniques
required to
scale the
mountain.
Use of snow-
shoes and
Cross-coun-
try skis is
required up
until the
3,350-meter
pooin-t.
Beyond this,
crampons
are  neces-
sary to 4,350
meters. A
variety  of
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Figure 9. Mount McKinley
has been pictured on
various stamps from the
United States, including
Scott 800, a 3¢ stamp
from the 1937 Territorial
Issues set.

climbing techniques must be used to complete
the rest of the ascent.

Mount McKinley attracts hundreds of
climbers every year. A growing number of
expeditions fail because of insufficient prepa-
ration. The first ascent of Mount McKinley,
led by Yukon Archdeacon Hudson Stuck and a
group of four men, took place in 1913.

This article was written with the help of
Daniel Desjardins; a researcher with Canada
Post’s Stamp Marketing Division, who provid-
ed the technical information about each

mountain.
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