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by John Wells ©

— OUT NOW—
(earlier than expected)

Featuring
¢ History of the only

U.S. local airmail post —
e First ever published catalogue
e Includes all stamps in full color
e Stamp errors and varieties. |
° The Ford Tri-Motor - “The Tin Goose”

Limited Print Run es
Already demand has been considerable

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY
~ Send to: John Wells |

P.O. Box 222, Waltham Cross,
Hertfordshire, EN8 8GS, England.

Price including postage and packing, only
UK £9.85 US $16.50 Euro €14.00
Payment accepted by check or money order

in any of the above currencies.
Sorry credit card facility not available.

an Olymp

sen as the host country for the XXI Olympic Winter
Games — Canada Post issued a stamp to celebrate this

significant event in Canadian history.
The Olympic Winter Games of 2010 will be held in

Vancouver, British Columbia, in Canada’s southwest corner, and
at the world famous Whistler ski resort situated about 70 miles
or so to the north. To ensure that its new stamp would be avail-
able in a timely fashion, Canada Post overprinted “Vancouver
2010” in red on its current 48¢ definitive Flag stamp, Scott
1931. Both the original issue of the definitive stamp and the
overprinted version are available in booklet format only.

Normally, overprinted stamps are previously printed stamps
that are sent through a printing press a second time to receive
the overprint. In this case, the timing was perfect, as Canada
Post was ordering a new printing of the self-adhesive booklet
of 30 stamps for current use.

Instead of the normal overprinting process — which was
tried but proved unsuccessful — the red inscription
“Vancouver 2010” was added directly onto the printing plate
and applied during production of the new stamps.

Purists, therefore, might debate the validity of the term
“overprint” for this stamp. However, if one looks at the stamp
carefully, it certainly looks like an overprint, as no part of the
design was removed to fit in the wording. In fact, the original
design can be seen through the red overprinted text.

In addition, the same red overprinted text has been added three
times to the 30-stamp booklet cover (Figure 1). The 30-stamp
booklet, Scott 1931b, is scored vertically and can be separated
into three booklets of 10 stamps for counter sales (Scott 193 1a),
so each 10-stamp booklet shows the overprint once on its cover.

As these are definitive stamps (although with a commemo-
rative bent), they could be reprinted should stocks of the Flag
booklets not suffice before another Flag stamp is issued for the

Continued on page 24

(); July 11, 2003 — just nine days after Canada was cho-

Canada Post delivers
ic Surprise

www.scottonline.com

Figure 1. Canada’s new overprinted definitive stamp
celebrates the selection of Vancouver as the site for
the XXI Olympic Winter Games. The complete booklet
cover from the unsevered booklet of 30 stamps shows

the “Vancouver 2010”
overprint three times.
When the larger booklet
is separated into three
booklets of 10 stamps,
the overprint appears
once on each cover.
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All stamps are sound with Fine
(perfs clearing the design) or bet-
ter centering after the year 1890,

_ and Average to Fine before this.

Continued from page 22
new 49¢ domestic rate that is to take effect in January 2004.
This would not be a first, since Canada Post reprinted the 48¢
Queen Elizabeth II Golden Jubilee definitive-commemorative
stamp of 2002 (Scott 1932) when it was required, and commit-
ted to do the same with this year’s 48¢ Coronation definitive-
commemorative (Scott 1987). :

However, such a reprint for the Vancouver overprint is
unlikely for two reasons. The first reason comes in the form of
a Canada Post memorandum that accompanied the booklets
when they were shipped to post offices. It is addressed to “all
post offices in British Columbia and selected major post
offices across the country.”

The memo reads, “Your outlet has been selected to receive an

1 www.scottonline.com

outgoing-rate stamps.
Canada Post has a bar-code identifier on each booklet of 10

and uses point-of-sale scanning to calculate the number of items
sold, even when the illustration on the cover of the 30-stamp
booklet spreads over the three booklets of 10. This is why the dis-
tribution throughout the country is calculated in booklets of 10.

Sixty percent (180,000 booklets) of the printing of 300,000
“Vancouver 2010” 10-stamp booklets was distributed to
British Columbia post offices, while 113,000 were sent to
major post offices throughout the rest of Canada. The remain-
ing 7,000 booklets of 10 have been made available to collec-
tors through Canada Post’s National Philatelic Centre at 75 St.
Ninian St., Antigonish, NS, B2G 2R8, Canada. Collectors can
obtain more information by calling toll free: 1-800-565-4362.

Canada Post reports that the

Day of issue
jouw d’émission

7,000 booklets set aside are more
than is needed to supply their
account holders’ requests for
booklets.

POSTES
CANADA

The quantity of 3 million
“Vancouver 2010” stamps issued
is comparable to many other
Canadian commemoratives
released over the last three years.
The 47¢ Summit of the Americas

papa, | BUREAU DE POSTE / POST OFFICE | stamp of 2001 (Scott 1902); the
2 10 j CHARLESWOOD, R.P.O. 47¢ Armenian Church (Scott

VANCOUVER
21st Winter Olympics

1 2e Jeux olympiques d'hiver

1905); the 47¢ Royal Canadian
Legion (Scott 1926); the 48¢
International Teacher’s Day
stamp of 2002 (Scott 1961); the
48¢ Toronto Stock Exchange
(Scott 1962); and the eight dif-
ferent University stamps issued

Figure 2. A privately prepared first-day cover for the Vancouver overprint
in 2002 and 2003 all had print
runs of 3 million stamps.

stamp. Canada Post did not create a first-day cover for this issue. No official Canada Post first-

automatic allocation of the definitive flag stamps, available in a
booklet of 10 or 30 stamps. The stamps and booklet cover are
over-printed with ‘Vancouver 2010.’ This product is not available
for reorder, as they are a limited quantity intended to commemo-
rate the communities of Vancouver and Whistler being selected
to host the 2010 Winter Olympics and Paralympic Games.”

The second reason is that in the summer, and during the
phase-out period of a postage rate, Canada Post personnel sub-
stitute stamps and booklets they have in stock when orders are
received, so as to diminish as far as possible the stock of the

day cover was prepared on July
11, but I am aware of some 100 privately prepared FDCs,
including the example shown in Figure 2. Canada Post has also
said that the overprinted stamp would not be part of its annual
Souvenir Collection that will be issued in November 2003. —

There are common traits shared by the regular definitive
stamp and booklets and the “Vancouver 2010” overprinted
stamp and booklets, but there are also differences. Common to
both issues is the bar code identifier (0-6349 1-02025-4) print-
ed on the back of each booklet of 10. The copyright notice (©

. Continued on page 26
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SPECIAL WHOLESALE OFFERS along with the overprint, there are some inter-

WORLD MIXTURE OFF-PAPER BRITISH COMMONWEALTH 20,000+ DIFFERENT esting differences.

Oe alas ee pay Sn con Sas. In Best vat eet ina Past ie gtue. that Keeps tie... “ancguyet

stamps, excellent value. Over 140 different in a stock book, separate envelope. All Scott listed and a 2010 overprint booklet closed is peelable and

$69.95 very attractive. Lot $139.95 majority are large pictorials. Priced very doesn't tear the booklet when a customer

FR. COMMUNITY COLLECTION WORE DWIDE MINT reasonably. $375.00 ate Sate 1S a gee ei ae Fix

i
. 1 of the

sesame megs ae ——— SOUVENIR SHEET COLLECTION WORLDWIDE SHEET MIXTURE — me ere wt ye 4 rs e Theat

$99.95 In stockbook, over 175 souv. sheets of | All large size pictorials, mint and used, overprinted issue, only Counter Stock. € dit-

the world (Br. Cmwith. not included), all} about 100 diff. sheets, mostly topical, ference is in the way the booklets are closed.

““FXOTIC” ALL MINT SHEET MIXTURE Scott listed, Cat as high as $27.00 ea., 10,000 stamps at about 1-cent ea. The counter stock or field stock is glued shut,

10,000 stamps at large size picts., full beautifully set on stockcards, Lot $99.95 while the philatelic stock uses the tongue-and-

sheets, all Scott listed, includes Cat. $570++ NET $159.00
Br. Cmwith, Latin Am., W. Europe, Asi , ROMANIA 2000 DIFF. groove tab at the upper part of the booklet to

, W. Europe, Asia, : pone svete , ,

ee, ee Many shatle & fe 8 Pe set Scant aniite ‘Ge ee Taal rors : close it. |

to 1950’s at about 1¢ per stamp. ; ; , i ie- ; ‘

cagg seoiwe (mostly 15-30 stamps per sheet). Large | imperforates, triangle shape stamps and Mae 3. a fer gg oe ae Third, there is also a slight difference in the

a OA eos er iy rh et a% many nice topicals. Net $64.00 na origina ; tok aailice ati e: an wavy-line die-cut edges of the stamps, partic-

0 $1./9 per stamp. Mostly topical, e overprinte eTinitive at ri are isl ts at ttom tw I-

Containing mint sets NH period 1985- | over 60 diff full sheets. Cat $1,266.00 | ___ BRAZIL, 1000 DIFFERENT itegh cg tem enriatoe . eee aie ne a hee eee
1991. 10 ea. 1995 retail $1,000.00++ Lot $62.50 Packet collection from 1930's to recent | . €XPlained in the text. ners. The tips of the corner die cuts are more

appears to be all large size picts. & [2 oo coy sueeT STOCK BOOK issues, mostly large commemoratives, _ Continued from page 24 pointed on the overprinted stamp than the

mostly topical. Net $199.95 decay pg igt rgei eet sete age saws se ‘ i ae 2001) is the same for both and appears in the same die cuts on the nonoverprinted stamp, as

RUSSIA BY THE POUND SALE 1965-1991. Neat, clean lot. Cat ick sh et lower right corner of each stamp. : the comparison photo in Figure 3 shows.

poe sheets of all arge nice picortals $860.00+ Net $175.00 Log y apsteomgeiee The colors of the stamp and booklet are the © There is also a constant variety on the over-
and commems. These go from the ee ; ; i :

1960's, very high catalogue value. MONGOLIA unaddressed First Day Covers. Includes oe except for normal variations 1n the inten- printed ee A red dot, somewhat like . guide

5 Ibs. $99.95 ° 10 Ibs. $199.95 Mint NH. Complete sets and souvenir blocks, airmails, commemoratives, sity of inks that is often found in different dot of yore, 1S found in the right side margin,

BRITISH COMMONWEALTH sheets collection, over 940 diff stamps, | definitives, older, 30-40 year old issues, printings of the _ oe next to the overprint. It

ote: in complete sets and 75 diff. souv. mostly Artcraft + Artmaster, same tam 1 is in the first row

Mint higher value sheet mixture, Cat 35¢ | choets well over 1000 diff. stam ; a stamp. 5
; ps and very nice lot. Lot $179.95

to $4.00 per stamp, virtually all large size} soy. sheets, Scott cat. $600.00++ For example, stamp 3, of the booklet

le ante nde Net $119.95 ; de sony amas the black of the of 30 stamps, which is
ver ifferent full cancelled sheets ‘< ; ee

States) at the low price of about JAPAN 1200 different packet recent | mostly 18-36 stamps per.complete ste aioe Bt: 4 te

: Net $125.00 Lot $99.95 pictorials, mostly topical. Over 11,000 printed stamp 10. It occurs in every

BHUTAN COLLECTION stamps. Est. Cat. $2500.00 to and _ booklet second booklet of 30

Mint NH cplt sets in stockbook from #1 GARY SORE OFF, resets $3000.00. At less than 1¢ a'stamp - cover seems or every sixth booklet
‘i From 1916 to the end of 80's, more Net $110.00 .

to about 1974, includes 83-83H, 96 *
fl 4

: than 50% of the country : more gray- of 10 (Figure 4).
960, 126-G, etc., etc., about 60 sets & MasterCard. Visa, Coal :

souv. sheets, Cat. $272.42. stamps. A very nice collection. oe me) black than Post offices around

Net $89.95 Net $96.00 smite Son er = solid black. the world create mater-

RUSSIA 1993-2000 YEAR GROUP U.P.S. service available. Postage and insurance extra on all orders. Both stamps ial for their operating

8 years, used first day cancels, Add ames oe a ice ane are printed on needs that is not philat-
including S/S. des . ‘ ‘

Lot $79.95 | PH. (213) 625-7007, (213) 625-0456 * FAX: 213-624-1088 ag oy oa elic but which, because

RUSSIA MINT NH SET LOT _ stock. The rate

glassine envelope, numbered, including
:

souv. sheets,over 2,300 sets, total 1999 |} ee 0 plate markings
Scott $2,752.50. Net $550.00 _ , and all other

FR. COMMUNITY SOUVENIR SHEETS L g C od T M A Re Cc O Mi Pp ANY printing on the

150 Diff. cancelled. Est. cat. $300.00
booklet covers

$35.00 ea. 3 for $99.95
is the same. Figure 4. A constant red-dot variety is found in the right margin

527 W. 7th Street, Suite 303, Los Angeles, CA 90014 However, onone stamp in every second booklet of 30 stamps.
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of its nature, fits well into a collection or display-class exhibit.
One such item is the packing slip shown in Figure 5.

The “Vancouver 2010” overprinted booklets of 30 are
shrink-wrapped in packages of 25 booklets of 30. Each pack-
age has a packing slip. The six-digit number (111154) on line

1 of the slip is the product number. The product number for the

4191354
4500010640

“Wlnaiple Special” 97 5
03O07 - 09

Figure 5. The packing slip accompanying the over-
printed stamp booklets includes code numbers
(which are explained in the article), packaging and
printing information.

regular Flag definitive is 411154. Line 2 reads 4500010640,
which is Canada Post’s purchase-order tracking number with
the stamp printer, Ashton-Potter. Line 3 identifies the issue as
the “Olympic Special.” It also confirms that Canada Post cal-
culates production in booklets of 10, as the number 75 follow-
ing the name represents the number of 10-stamp booklets in
the package. Finally, line 4 gives the date the printing was
completed: 07-09-03.

Some criticism of this stamp may be expected, including
complaints about its targeted distribution, or the fact that the
overprint is on a stamp that doesn’t show either Vancouver or
Whistler, or even that Canada Post is out to reap financial ben-
efits and is jumping on the bandwagon too quickly.

As for jumping on the bandwagon, I should hope so. It’s
about time Canadians stopped being staid people who don’t
celebrate anything for fear they might offend someone.

And so what if the stamp pictures the Canada Post head-
quarters in Ottawa? It shouldn’t matter. The stamp is the cur-
rent definitive, after all, and Canada Post was a strong sup-
porter of the country’s Olympic Winter Games bid. What mat-
ters is that Canada Post did something, did it in a timely man-
ner, and did it in a way that was financially responsible.

I don’t think there is any validity to the suggestion that the

issue is some kind of financial grab for Canada Post. The 3
million stamps would have been printed anyway to fulfill the
postal need for more definitives. Canada Post is producing no
first-day covers and no collateral philatelic products, so that
means no extra profit from this issue. And in addition, the
stamp will not appear in the annual Souvenir Collection, the
coffee table book that Canada Post issues every November,
which includes Canada’s stamps of the past year.

By issuing the stamp, Canada Post shows the world that it
and Canada are proud that Vancouver and Whistler were cho-
sen to host the XXI Olympic Winter Games. Canada Post is
Canada’s fourth largest employer, and with a $6 billion bottom
line it is one of Canada’s major corporate citizens. As such, it
has a social responsibility to participate in the life and promote
the achievements of Canada and Canadians.

Canada Post was an early supporter of the Vancouver bid,
and, I am told, will continue to be there for the long haul to
2010. Collectors can watch for more Vancouver stamps, but
these will probably not appear until after the 2006 XX
Olympic Winter Games take place in Turin, Italy. An unwritten
rule prevents the issue of stamps by host countries until after
the close of the previous Games.

In case you were wondering, it has been 39 years since
Canada last issued an overprinted stamp. That provisional
stamp, Scott 430 (Figure 6), was created in 1964 when
Canada’s airmail rate increased from 7¢ to 8¢. Two scarce vari-

Figure 6. It has been 39 years
since Canada’s last overprinted
stamp. The 8¢ on 7¢ blue Jet at
Ottawa Airport stamp, Scott
430, was issued in 1964.

eties of this overprinted stamp exist: a pair that includes one
stamp without the surcharge (Scott 430a), and an inverted sur-
charge on the gum side of the stamp (Scott 430b). Only one
example of each of these varieties is recorded.

I am indebted to Robin Harris of Winnipeg, Manitoba, web-
master to the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada (RPSC), and
one of Canada’s expert philatelists on the definitive stamps of
the Elizabethan era, for letting me know about the die-cut dif-
ferences on the new stamp. Thanks also to Rick Penko of
Winnipeg, vice president of the RPSC, an eclectic collector,
and a member of Canada’s Stamp Advisory Committee, for
making me aware of the red-dot variety. SSM
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