ARTIST’S RENDITION

Joan Conway-Bacquie's gentle, folk-art inspired images of
children playing have gone from her grandchild's nursery to
UNICEF cards and now to a Canada Post Christmas stamp

This yenr marks the Gith
anniveraary of the founding
of the United Mations Chil-
dren's Pund, better known as
UNICEF. Une of UNICEF's
main fund raising activitics
in the sale of Christmas
cards. There are over 160

painted a watercolour o
thank UNICEF for the help
it provided to her village,
This painting was repro-
dused and became the first
UNICEF gresting card.
These cards are eastly recog-
nizable by the grestings they

Jsan Conway-Bacquie with one of her UNICEF
Cheistmas card designs. Bacguis’s art now graces
8 1996 Canada Post Christmas stamp,

million eards sald worldwide
aach year. The inftintive be-
gun in 1847 when Jitka
Bamkova, & seven-year-nld
Crechoslovakiam girl,

comvey in the six olicial lan-
puages of the United Na-
tions,

Canada Fost had the
happy idea to combine its

November 1, 1996, issue
commemarating UNICEF
with its annual Christmas
stamp program. It commis-
sloned  three Canadian
artists bo produce the stamps
and the booklet covers the
stamps come in. All three of
them alss happen to design
grecting cards for TNICEF.
Irish-born Joan Conway
Bnequie . an Oftawa artist,
with at least six UNICEF
cards ko her credit, erested
the design for the $l-cent
Christenss stamp which pays
the hasic rate Ffor mail sent
outside Canade and the
United States. She comes
from a leng line of talented
andividuals, Her grandpar-
ants carved samne of the more
wluborute Irish headstones at
the turn of the eentury, her
father and her uncle studied
art and sculpting el ever Eu-
rope and her sster is a woll
kriown Trish sculptress,
Conway-Bacquie was barn
in Dublin, [reland and en-
couraged to draw and paint
at an early sge. She attended
the Dablin School of Art. She
married a doctor and lived
with him in England and the
Mididle Enst during his poet-
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By CHARLES J. G

ings with the Britizh Army

Soitling in Canada with
her hughand and three chil-
dren, Conway-Bacqguie wrote
for the Canadian Broadeast-
ing Corporation and was &
founding memiber of the now-
thriving Saskatchewan Writ-
wrg’ Guild. Nine yoars ago,
when she learnad she was to
bo & grandmether, her inter-
gl in painting was rekindled
and she used her talent to
decorata the baby's room.
Her naive style was soan in
demand and what wos in-
tended as a bobby, soan be-
came 8 careor and she now
painits Rl tame.

G. VERGE

work for the stamp and the
booklet eover sre shown be-
low. Her granddanghter is
the madel for the litts girl on
skates on the stamp and
holding the Christmas
wreath in the ari work. This
iz the child for whom she
originally startad painting
B,

In nddition to her gresting
cards, Conway-Bacquie has
designed the 1996 UNICEF
Advent Calendar and her art
has been exhibited in many
galleries throughout North
America. Her work has been
enmmmissioned by politicians,
multi-national enrperations,

dismensions and a

The original design {top) wis altersd to suit stamp
pxthetics. The fostive lamp post was
removed, the skaters' hats changed, o child with sled
was switched 1o the right hand side and even the
minon and stars ware changed.

Her detailed paintings,
ghown on UNICEF cards
wers ot suited to the tiny
formal of the stamp. She,
with the other two ariists,
Ted Harrison (46 cents do-
mestic rate) and Pauline
Paquin (52 cent U8, rate) re-
arranged elemenis of their
init3al art work to Reeommo-
dite the stamp size. Their
ideas came from thair own
childhood and from aduls ex-
perience. Some of Conway-
Bacquis's preliminary art

Tatols, mussums and foreign
governments and can be seen
at the Citawa Gallery in the
Byward Marked in downlown
Ottawa

In addition to tre normal
postal sutlets and the Na-
tional Philatelie Centra (1-
BON-5685-4362), stamps and
First Day Covers will ba
available at UNICEF stares
throughout the eountry.
UNICEF cards will be avall-
able from most of Canads
Paoat's points of serviea )
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