Figue 1.

A Canadian

$1 High-rise
Tower, Notre
Dame Cathe-
dral, Montreal
and Olympic
Games Emblem
stamp (Scott
687).
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The American Civil War involved
British North America in various ways

Stamp connections can be found to British North Americans who
served with honor and distinction on both sides in the Civil War.

Between 30,000 and 50,000 Canadian
men — and at least one woman, Sarah
Emma Edmonds (also known as Frank
Thompson, 1841-98, born in New Bruns-
wick) — served with the United States
Army during the Civil War.

Another 10,000 may have served with
the Confederacy.

Four of the Union soldiers became gen-
erals and 29 others were awarded the
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Medal of Honor. As far as | know, none of
them has been commemorated on a U.S.
stamp.

One of the four generals was John Mc-
Neil (1813-91), born in Halifax, Nova Sco-
tia. At the time of his death, he was super-
intendent of the U.S. Post Office, St. Louis
Branch.

Another general, Jacob Dolson Cox Jr.
(1828-1900), was born in Montreal while
his father was supervising construction of
the roof of Notre Dame Cathedral, which
is pictured on the $1 stamp (Scott 687)
shown in Figure 1.

Historians cite John Brown’s 1859 raid
on the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry,
Va., as a factor contributing to the start of
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Figure 2. A 32¢ Josiah Henson (1789-1883),
Preacher stamp (Scott 997).

the Civil War. Before the raid, on May 8,
1858, in Chatham, Canada West, Brown
convened a constitutional convention
for a proposed republic to be estab-
lished by free slaves in the Appalachian
Mountains. At the time, one-third of
Chatham'’s citizens were fugitive slaves.

During the convention, Brown met with

Please turn to page 38
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Confederate agents were
posted to many places in
Canada, including Toronto in
Canada West and Montreal
in Canada East. Their Toron-
to headquarters was at the
Queen’s Hotel, from the lobby
of which Col. Jacob Thomp-
son ran his spy ring. That hotel
stood on land where the Royal
York Hotel, seen on the 43¢
stamp (Scott 1469) shown in
Figure 3, now stands.

In Montreal, the St. Law-
rence Hall Hotel served as
their headquarters.

An 1854 cover bearing the
hotel’s corner card is shown in Figure 4.

Continued from page 36
Harriet Tubman and tried to convince her and

the other participants that the Underground
Railway for smuggling escaped slaves to free-
dom should end in Kansas rather than Canada
and should be called the “Subterranean Pass
Way.” The 32¢ Josiah Henson (1789-1883),
Preacher stamp (Scott 997) shown in Figure 2
depicts escaped slaves heading for freedom in
the background.

Figure 4. An 1854 cover bearing the corner card of the St. Lawrence Hall Hotel,
in Montreal, Canada East, shown courtesy of the Brigham Collection.

ment of soldiers that trapped and killed Booth
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Figure 3. A 43¢ Royal York Hotel, Toronto, Ontario, stamp
(Scott 1469).
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Actor and presidential assassin John Wilkes
Booth stayed in room 150 at the St. Lawrence
Hall for several days starting on Oct. 18, 1864.
The purpose of his visit was to ship his theatri-
cal wardrobe to the Confederacy and to confer
with Confederate agents about the details of
a plan to capture President Abraham Lincoln.
A Canadian-born Union officer, Edward Paul
Doherty (1840-97), formed and led the detach-

after the Lincoln assassination.

William Winer Cooke (1846-76), a lieutenant
colonel during the Civil War, became regimen-
tal adjutant under Lt. Col. George A. Custer
and died at the Battle of the Little Big Horn.

Pvt. Jerry Cronan (1833-64) is the only Ca-
nadian Confederate soldier buried in Arling-
ton National Cemetery. He was buried there

Please turn to page 40
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Continued from page 38
just a short time before it became a Union

Army cemetery.

Dr. Solomon Secord (1834-1910) was one
of many Canadian doctors to enlist in the
war. Although he was an outspoken abolition-
ist whose views almost got him lynched, he
was living in Georgia at the start of the war
and served in the Confederate States Army.
He was captured at the Battle of Gettysburg
but escaped and returned to his regiment. He
left the service and moved back to Canada in
1864. He was the .. .-
great-nephew of °
Laura Secord, the
Canadian  hero-
ine of the War of
1812 commemo-
rated on the 42¢
stamp (Scott 1434)
shown in Figure 5.

Some volun-
teers came from
wealthy and prom-
inent families such

LAURR SECORD LEGEND
WERDINE LEGENDAY
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. of the forces and
. who is featured on
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as Frederick Howe
(1840-?). His father,

F|gure 5.A 42c Laura Secord,
Patriot stamp (Scott 1434).

Joseph (1804-73), a
wealthy newspaper-
man and Nova Sco-
tian politician is seen
on the 8¢ stamp
(Scott 616) shown in
Figure 6.

As far as | know,
the only British
North American
who participated
in the Civil War as
a serving member
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Figure 6. An 8¢ Joseph Howe
stamp (Scott 616).
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a stamp is Calixa
Lavallee (1842-91).
One of the com-

< posers of Canada’s national anthem, O Can-

ada, he is seen on the 17¢ stamp (Scott 858)

. shown in Figure 7.

Lavallee was born in Vercheres, Canada

 East, and moved to Rhode Island in 1857. He
enlisted as a musician in the 4th Rhode Island

Infantry Regiment. In 1862, he was a lieutenant
and Musician 1st Class and the regiment’s prin-
cipal cornetist. He was wounded at the battle

280880800908 5800.0.8.9.5 8.0/

%m%@@@ BADMHH0BMHS

# B BB PP BB
Figure 7. A 17¢ Composers Lavallee, Routhier and Weir
stamp (Scott 858).

of Antietam and given a medical discharge. He
never returned to live in Canada but pursued
a music career in the United States. In 1880,
the lieutenant-governor of Quebec, Dr. Theo-
dore Robitaille (1834-97, in office 1879-84),
commissioned him to set to music a patriotic
poem by Sir Adolphe-Basile Routhier (1839-
1920). The result was O Canada.

The American Civil War was a decisive
moment in the founding of Canada. It led to
concerns for the security and independence
of the British North American colonies and
eventually to the creation of the Dominion of
Canada in 1867. B

, Great Deals on Popular U.S. Stamps
All stamps Mint F-VF NH and better unless noted.

1902 Issue
300-311 USED 1¢ -$1 stamps. F-VF. One of the
most popular set of all time! SCV $150 $89.95!

Pilgrim |
548-50 (3) F-VF NH SCV $139
548-50 (3) F-VF Hinged. SCV $56 ..

PERU

1008-10 N
1011-12N

.Net $39!

1005-07 NH...........

1909 Issue
367-73 (ex 369). F-VF NH SCV $182 Net $129!
] 367-73 (ex 369). F-VF H SCV $83.50 Net $55!

Singles Early Coils — 1914-1919
441//497 (12) A dozen pristine early coil singles,
\§incls 441, 448, 455, 486-90, 493, 495-97. F-VF
'l NH Pristine! SCV $179 Net $139!

] 441//497 Coil ps F-VF NH. SCV $435 $299.95

1916 Imperfs
1§ 481-84 (4) F-VF NH. SCV $44.50 Net $29.95!
481-84 (4) Pairs F-VF NH. SCV $93 Net $64.95

1920 Issue $2
547 F-VF NH, fresh. SCV $330.
Net $239!
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1922-25
551-71 (21) %4¢-$1, F-VF NH SCV $809 $549!
571 $1 violet brn, F-VF NH SCV $95 . .Net $55!
572 $2 blue, F-VF NH SCV $165
573 $5 Carm/blue, F-VF NH SCV $220 ..$159!
571-573 (3) Set/3, F-VF NH SCV $480 . $299!

1923 Imperforate
575-77 Set/3. F-VF NH SCV $16.50 .. $12.50!
575-77 Set/3 pr. F-VF NH SCV $36.25 $24.95!
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