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American Bank Note Co.
trade sample sheets of 1868

CHARLES J.G. VERGE

The term “proof” normally describes a

trial inked impression from a die or

printing plate, resulting in a printed
image of a complete or partially completed
stamp design.

The proofs prepared by the American Bank
Note Co. (ABN) for the postal authorities of
British North America are, in most cases,
plentiful and varied. It is difficult to see that
there was a business use for this large quanti-
ty of different proofs.

Furthermore, it is sometimes difficult to
separate contemporary proofs from those that
are not contemporary. This observation
applies just as well to the pence issues of
Canada as it does to the decimal issues of
Canada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and
Newfoundland.

One of the most intriguing of these proof
issues is what are called trade sample proofs
(TSP), coming as they do from quite unusual
trade sample sheets (TSS). These sheets, one
of which is pictured in Figure 1, are believed
to have been printed in 1868, after Canadian
Confederation, when the provinces of Canada,
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia had ceased
using their own stamps.

The ABN made up a special printing plate,
likely from the original transfer roll, contain-
ing 19 images of the stamps that they had
printed for a variety of North, Central and
South American countries. This included 11
stamps from British North American colonies:
three from Canada, one from New Brunswick,
two from Nova Scotia and five from
Newfoundland.

The makeup of the sheet was well thought
out. The 19 stamps are mathematically
aligned — better than most stamp plates of the

Figure 1.The
1868 American
Bank Note Co.
trade sample
sheet shows
stamp images
from various
countries in
North, Central
and South
America.

Figure 3. A wheel of color consisting of 10d subiects cut from the trade
sample sheets. A few of the hundred or so colors known for the 'iOd
proofs are represented

period — and there is enough space between
to make each subject look like a small die
proof, should the TSS be cut down to individ-
ual stamps. It is natural that the work would be
meticulously well done, since these TSS were
intended to show the high quality of the com-
pany’s engraving and printing techniques.

A few of the stamps in the sheet could be
cut into pairs from the same country, such as
the 10-penny (Scott 7) and ’Ad (Scott 8) from
Canada, as shown in Figure 2. These pairs are
called compound proofs.

The sample sheets were printed in an
incredible array of colors, with almost no two
colors the same, and on a wide variety of
papers. Robert Pratt, in an 1964 article in the
British North America Philatelic Society’s
journal BNA Topics, indicated that he knew of
trade sample proofs on horizontal mesh wove,
vertical ribbed wove, thin bond, laid paper,
thick bond, a blue and a brown “chemical

paper,” thick white wove, light soft wove, a
wove paper with green surface glazing, a
greenish yellow wove, and a grayish pink
wove. Norman Boyd, a student of the proofs
of the period, used to say that the papers var-
ied “from high-quality stamp paper to
newsprint.”

Some indication of the variety of colors,
going from intense bright inks to pale, nearly
invisible washed-out tints, can be seen in
Figures 3 and 4. In his 1964 article, Pratt
points out that some of the colors fade dra-
matically when exposed to light, while in
other cases some inks disappear when the
stamp is treated with hydrogen peroxide.

Although they normally exist imperforate,
gummed and ungummed, some of the trade
sample proofs have been finished: gummed
and perforated 11/% (Figure 5). The perforated
TSP are virtually all dark-hued stamps and are
normally found on thicker paper than the

Figure 2. A selection of Canada 10d and %d compound proofs, cut from ABN

trade sample sheets.

Figure 4. Color varieties known for the ‘Ad proofs are exhibited ina

fan-shaped dispiay
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imperforate proofs. Although most perforated
TSPs show many of the identifying marks —
such as position dots — that are common to
the imperforate proofs, there is no definite
evidence that they come from the trade sam-
ple sheets.
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_ Figure 6. More proofs of the %d-and Od designs, canceled with pen strokes. ¢

Another point in favor of a TSS origin is
that there are no multiples known. Three kinds
of gum are reported on the proofs. Some of
the finished proofs have been pen-canceled
(Figure 6) and it is known that some of the
TSPs have been treated with cancel removers.
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The Brigham Collection currently has the
largest holdings of TSP from the Province of
Canada; the illustrations in this article come
from the collection. No exhaustive study has
been done of the holding, but a cursory look
at the many proofs indicates that Pratt’s 1964
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comments still stand the test of time.

The black TSP is quite rare, since when it is
found, it is usually mistaken for a black die
proof and is collected as such. The siderogra-
pher’s position dots are usually present on the
TSP and this is a way of differentiating
between trade sample proofs and die proofs.

Why did the ABN produce these proofs? It
has long been believed that they came from
swatch books given to the firms’ salesmen so
that, when describing the company’s skills,
they had visual support for their claims. This
would account for the large number of colors
and papers. Salesmen would have been able to
show the effect of colors and printing tech-
niques on different types of paper. This is the
accepted story and it is why the term “trade
sample” has been attached to these proofs and
sheets.

Boyd could not accept this theory. In 1971,
he wrote in BNA Topics that, “surely there
would be some evidence on each sheet that
they had been bound together into booklets.
They were not printed in double sheets for
binding, and they had no binding stitch-marks
or staple holes ... If they were used as sample
sheets, surely they would be numbered so the
colors or papers could be identified.”

Boyd believed that these were made as free
souvenirs for influential people who exerted
pressure on the ABN for philatelic gifts. He
says there were precedents for this at both the
ABN and the National Banknote Co., the lat-
ter having made up presentation books of
faked large die proofs. He felt that, when
needed, the ABN took the plate out and ran
one or more sheets of the press with the paper
and ink color available at the time of printing.
This is possible, since the sheets were not,
after all, security items and, although they
may have had value for stamp collectors, they
did not cost the ABN much to create.

I leave it up to you to decide whether the
common viewpoint that they are trade sam-
ples is the right one or whether Boyd’s con-
tention that they are philatelic souvenirs
should prevail. IS S M|
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