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™) v 1893, the use of the postal service to

8 mail heavy and large packages and

¥ money packets had become a daily
occurrence and the volume of newspapers

. sent through the post had increased to a
level where higher denomination stamps
were needed. A vermilion 20 cent and a blue
50 cent (Canada Scott 46-47) were issued by
the Canadian Post Office on Feb. 17, 1893,
to meet the increasing demand.

These were the highest denominations
stamps issued in Canada since the 17 cent of
1859 and the 15 cent of 1868. They are con-
sidered part of the Small Queen series of
Canadian stamps by most collectors and cat-
aloguers, in part because. the stamps were
released during the lifetime of the series
with the last Small Queen, the 8 cent issued
to pay the combined registered letter rate (3
cents per ounce and 5 cents registration fee),
being released on Aug. 1, 1893.

Figure 1: | S
Original |
engraving

1868-82 Bill
stamps and
adapted for
the 1893
Widow
Weeds.

Figure 2: British American Bank
Note Co. advertising leaflet that
includes the Alfred Jones
engraving of Queen Victoria at
bottom center.

Others, however, regard these stamps as a
separate issue. They feel that the values are
different enough to be counted out of the
Small Queen series. They do not show the
same portrait of Queen Victoria and, at 20 x
26mm, they are much larger in size.

The portrait selected by the post office is
known as the Widow Weeds. The name
comes from the black dress and white veil
worn by Queen Victoria (1819-1901) as a
sign of mourning for her husband, H.R.H.
Prince Albert of Saxe-Cobourg-Gotha, the
Prince Consort (1819-61).

The design of the Widow Weeds is based
on an engraving by Alfred Jones (1819-
1900) (Figure 1, all illustrations accompa-
nying this article are courtesy The Brigham
Collection unless otherwise noted). Jones
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Figure 3: The Jones engraving
sold to the Victoria Mutual Fire
Insurance Co. of Canada by the
BABN and used by them as a
cachet on their solicitation
envelopes.

was born in Liverpool, England. After mov-
ing to the United States in 1834, he appren-
ticed with Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson,
the printers of Canada’s first stamps. After
working independently and for many other
firms he moved to the British American
Bank Note Co. (BABN) in 1867 to become
its vice president. As an aside, he was one of
the first victims of the motor car, being acci-
dentally killed by a taxicab on April 18,
1900, while crossing a New York City street.

Jones’ Widow Weeds engraving, prepared
in 1867, was extremely popular. It was adapt-
ed for use on Canadian revenue stamps (the
Third Bill issue of 1868-82); advertising
leaflets (Figure 2: from The Postage Stamps
and Postal History of Canada by Winthrop S.
Boggs); cachets on commercial envelopes
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Figure 4: Vignette for
the 1893 Widow
Weeds stamps.

(Figure 3) and many other items including the
central design of the BABN’s trade sample
sheet. The vignette of the new stamps was an
adaptation of the Jones engraving (Figure 4).

Die proofs were prepared in black and in
the color of issue. The 20-cent die proof is
also known in red/dark orange red. Plate
proofs on India are only recorded in the
color of issue. The perf. 12 stamps were
printed in Ottawa in single panes of 100 (10
x 10). There was a single printing of 520,000
of each value. The sheet bore a “British
American Bank Note Co. Ottawa” imprint in
upper and lower case lettering measuring 40
x 2mm. It is an imprint not found on any of
the Small Queens printed during the period.

Notable varieties can be found on the 50-
cent value. Positions 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 and 9, all in
the first row, show some doubling of the
frame line above “Canada Postage.” Positions
2 and 7 show two lines closely together, posi-
tions 6 and 9 show two lines with the outer
thinner than the lower. Positions 3 and 4 have
three lines. In position 4 the three lines seem
melded into one.

There is also a constant stop near the
lower right corner equivalent to that found
on the 50-cent Bill stamp. This could be an
indication that the printers used the Bill
stamp’s master die to produce the 50-cent
Widow Weeds master die. No varieties have
been recorded for the 20 cent.

The BABN had originally printed the
Small Queens stamps in Ottawa (1870-73)
but then removed itself to Montreal (1873-

Figure 5: Blocks of the
imperforate Widow Weeds.
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Figure 6: A bulk newspaper
receipt.
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89) and returned to Ottawa in April-May
1889. It was during this second Ottawa peri-
od that all denominations were made avail-
able imperforate. This included the 15-cent
Large Queen still being printed at the time
and the 20-cent and 50-cent Widow Weeds.

Some of these imperforate stamps were a
gift from postal authorities to Lauchlan
Gibb of Montreal. Gibb, a part-time stamp
dealer, distributed them to his friends and
customers. They were valid for postage and
some of the stamps are known used. A quan-
tity of gummed and ungummed sheets were
“liberated” from the post office and pur-

- chased by the New England Stamp Co. of
Boston. They tried to sell them to Scott and
Stanley Gibbons who turned them down.

During the 1910s these imperforates
gained some respectability. Four reasons are
put forward for this recognition: some of the
Gibbs covers were shown at The Royal
Philatelic Society, London; the imperforates
were being sold and bought through auction;
Clifton A. Howes in his Canadian Postage
Stamps and Stationery (1911) states that
“they were on sale at a Canadian Post
Office” and Scott and Gibbons finally did
buy the stock from the New England Stamp
Co. and catalogued them. (Editor’s note:
Scott listed these stamps in the 1908 Scott
Catalogue, well before the dates listed here.)

It should be noted that Howes book was
published by the New England Stamp Co.
Although 600 to 1,000 imperforate stamps
are recorded for the Small Queens only 200
stamps are estimated for the Widow Weeds
(Figure 5).

Usages of the Widow Weeds are normally
philatelic unless they are affixed to bulk
mailing receipts or pieces of large packages.
Commercial usages are uncommon and sin-
gle frankings are rare. Figure 6 shows a 50-
cent Widow Weeds and a 2-cent Small
Queen paying the one-cent per pound rate
for newspapers. The Figure 7 cover is phi-
latelically inspired. Instead of 72 cents, the
rate should have been 10 cents, five cents
for the UPU rate to Germany and five cents
for the registration fee.

Figure 8 is closest to being a single frank-
ing. Posted at Fredericton, New Brunswick
on Nov. 10, 1902, to Melrose Highlands,
Mass., the 20-cent single franking overpays
or underpays by one cent the registered let-
ter rate to the United States. It is made up of
the five-cent registration fee with either the
remaining 15 cents overpaying the up to
seven ounce rate (14 cents) or underpaying
the up to eight ounce rate (16 cents). The
British Guiana postal stationery envelope
has been discounted.

Figure 7: A philatelically inspired
cover to Germany.

31149

Figure 8: A commercial single
franking... or is it?
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If you're looking for Marilyn, Elvis, Clark Gable, James Dean, Jean Harlow, Rudolph Valen-
tino, Tyrone Power, Gary Cooper Buster Keaton, Vivian Leigh and more, they're right here in

this must have 39 variety genuine used postage stamp collection.

This glamorous collection of the most idolized stars includes a very limited 20 variety complete
set, 18 full color stamps of Elvis and Marilyn, as well as a mint U.S.A. Elvis stamp. We've seen
this legendary collection or as much as $21.50! You can have it for only $5.95! - a 70% Savings!

Plus, Yours Free! - a rare and valuable pack of 9 Marilyn Monroe trading cards. The contents are
unsearched and remain in their original wrapper. We do know that these packs contain random cards
from a 100 variety Gold Foil stamped card set and could have a surprise hologram card, a 24 karat
Gold srgnature card, or a rare Marilyn "Ruby Ring" Card - You can't put a value on these! The pack of
9 cards is included Free - when you send $5.95 for our Marilyn, Elvis, and Friends Collection, our
Free fully illustrated catalog and other beautiful stamp offers on approval. Buy any or none, return the

balance. Money back guarantee, if not delighted'
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Frlends'

your stamps on approval from which | may buy any or none. *Please Note: Limit of 3 per household
Credit Card orders
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Exp. Date Signature
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Mail To: Falcon Stamp Ceo. * Dept. EP30SOF ¢ Falconer,
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R217 mint, F-VF 25.00
R220 block of four,

R222 block of
six, used ..

R223 cut cancel,
VF 425,

R249a cut cancel12.50
R250 used .50
R250 strip of
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R302 used, SON
violet h/s, VF ..100.00

We offer America’s most comprehensive
pricelist of U.S. revenue stamps
and related philatelic literature.

R510 cut cancel 27.50 | R616 perfin........10.00 | R702 used ........ 65.00
510 perfi .18,

00 | R616 strip of four

00 | R710 cut cancel 50.00
R710 perfin........ 30.00

R711 used ........90.

R711 perfin........20.00
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R613 used
R613 used
R615 used
R615 used
R615 cut cancel
R616 used ..
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R616 cut cancel 15 00

.50
R701 cut cancel 25.00

internal tear,
light crease ....400.00

RB11c unused,
VF thin spots ~..45.00

.60.
RB1 1¢ horizontal
pair, mint, VF ..225.00
RB11c horizontal palr
mint, F-VF .....1
RB12b block of

00| four, mint, VF....20.00

RB12c horizontal

pair, 225.00
RB13a used, VF 12.50
F;:B13a used,

10.00
RB13c mint, VF150.00
RB13c mint,

RB13c horizontal palr
blue /s, F

RB13c biock of

four, mint, F... 25000
RB14b mint, VF..10.00
F:IBF15¢: unused

F-VF 25.00
RB16b unused,
VF 125.00

RB16b used,
F-VF

RB16b used, F ..60.00
RB16b used, F ..60.00
RB16¢ TSM with par
tial obliterated NBNC
imprint, mint, XF ex
Ward, Weill ..3000.00

RC3A mint

00 | RC4 mint..

RC4a used ..

RC5 mil

RC7 mil

RC13 mint

RC17 strip of

four, used

RC20 used i
RC26 cut cancel 10.
RD11a used ..

00 | RD13b block of -

four, mint, F-VF,
PFC 1

V »
RB18b block of
four, mint, VF..250.00
RB19b mint,VF 500.00
RB19b used, F-VF
small faults ....175.00
RB19b used, F 150.00

00 | RB19b used, F 150.00

RB19b horizontal pair,
mint, F fresh ..400.00
.25.00

sion, cut cancel,
F-VF 20

RD14 mint

Jackson

TERMS: All stamps are Fine or Better condition without faults unless noted
otherwise. Your satisfaction is guaranteed. Any stamp purchased from me
is returnable for any reason for a prompt and courteous refund. All items
are subject to prior sale. Payment with order please, | accept American
Express, Discover, MasterCard, and Visa. Orders $50 and over are sent
postpaid; under $50 please add $1 for postage and handling. Pennsylvania
residents must add 6% sales tax. Thank you!

The most comprehensive stock of
U.S. revenue stamps available anywhere.

REVENUE STAMPS

www.cricjackson.com
P.O. Box 728 » Leesport, PA 19533-0728

erg Phone (610) 926-6200 i

Fax: (610) 926-0120
Email: ejackson@epix.net
Member: ARA, APS, ASDA, CCNY, BIA, AAPE



