0 CANADA By CHARLES ..G. VERGE

1920 Newfoundland stamp crisis led to interesting surcharges

For centuries, New-
foundland was plagued
by irregular steamship
service between itself and
England. In 1920, there
was additional pressure
of work on Messrs. White-
head; Morris & Co. Ltd. of
London, England — New-
foundland’s stamp printers

were mailed for free.

The Post Office Depart-
ment estimated that 5 mil-
lion of these types of items
passed through the mails
every year.

The local letter rate was
2¢, and that value also was
in great demand fiscally to
pay the tax on receipts,

V@@JJ’J
&..,.7@«44

- p— s e e
2;1‘{" fShﬁ «\\ﬁ,mﬂ‘::«“ : e o j
See et/ feng Wrg‘ —_——
/ . 8EP24 b g, g
Eemu 5 J—-\\\-; e

ool
k.

Figure 1. With a shortage of low-value stamps, as of Sept. 4, 1920,

Newfoundland mailers paid in cash and letters were stamped as
shown in the lower-left corner of this cover.

— slowing production of
Newfoundland issues.

These two factors com-
bined to contribute to a lo-
cal shortage of stamps.

Beginning in  Janu-
ary 1920, requisitions for
stamps from the printers
were curtailed, and from
time to time throughout
the year, small amounts of
stamps sufficient only for
a two weeks’ supply were
sent to Newfoundland.

At the time, the 1¢
value paid the rate up to
two ounces for circulars
and newspapers leaving
the Dominion of Canada.
Books, newspapers and
magazines distributed by
mail in the dominion were
charged at 2¢ per pound;
those under four ounces

Figure 2. With the last 3¢ stamps
depleted, high values of the 1897
Cabot series were revalued to 3¢
with a surcharge. This example
overprinted 3¢-on-6¢ in black is
considered an essay.

checks, notes, bills of lad-
ing and other types of re-
ceipts.

The 3¢ stamps paid the
up-to-one-ounce letter
rate to all parts of New-
foundland and Labrador.

The 3¢ stamps also paid
the letter rate to Great Brit-
ain, anywhere in the British
Empire and to the United
States — and 3¢ also was
the registration fee until
July 15, 1920, when it was
raised to 5¢.

The POD estimated that
it processed 400,000 lo-
cal, internal and interna-
tional letters each month,
and that some 300,000 3¢
stamps were needed per
month to keep up with this
level of service

To cope with the short-
age of low-value stamps,
the POD’s first instructions
were that, as of Sept. 4,
1920, local (2¢) and do-
mestic (3¢) letters were to
be paid for in cash, rub-
berstamped in carmine
with the three-line mark-
ing “Postage Paid/G.P.O./
St. Johns, Newf’l’d,” and
then postmarked as usual.
A cover with this marking
is shown in Figure 1.

Letters from other towns
and the outports (small,
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isolated coastal communi-
ties) were sent with cash
payments to St. John’s and
stamped on arrival in green
with the three-line marking
“Postage Paid/G.P.O./St.
John’s, N.F.”

By Sept. 6, the 1919
original printings of the
Caribou stamp series
(Scott 115-26) were virtu-
ally depleted. The POD
was able to mitigate the
shortage of high values by
returning to post offices
the 6¢ to 60¢ stock re-
mainders of the Cabot se-
ries (Scott 61-74) originally
issued June 24, 1897.

However, there were no
Cabot low values, and few
Caribou ones, in the POD
vaults. As of Sept. 6, 1920,
there were 800,000 1¢ and
no 2¢ stamps on hand.
The few 3¢ stamps in post
offices were reserved for
foreign postage, and those
were gone by Sept. 8.

As a consequence, the
POD proceeded with sur-

Figure 3. At top, the Type | over-
print of the 3¢-on-15¢ issue of
1920 (Scott 128). On the Type
Il variety at bottom (129), the
lower bar is farther from the top
bar to better obliterate the lower
value inscribed on the stamp.

charging some of the high
values of the Cabot series
(Scott 127-130) to become
lower values.

The first trial surcharge,
in a setting of 25 units
(five by five), read “THREE
CENTS?” in two lines of Ro-
man capitals between two
long horizontal bars. The

Figure 4. The 6¢ Logging stamp
of the Cabot series was the only
6¢ available for franking foreign
mail, so Cabot high values were
surcharged, such as the 35¢ red
Iceberg Off St. John’s stamp.

surcharge was applied by
The Royal Gazette printers
to the 6¢ Logging stamp
(Scott 66) of the Cabot is-
sue, illustrated in Figure 2.

The surcharge was tried
out in both black and red
inks to see which .color
would give the best re-
sults. One sheet of each
color was printed; they are
considered essays. They
were sold at face value to
a resident of St. John’s in
October 1921 and were
later offered for sale in the
United States.

Since the 6¢ Cabot was
then the only 6¢ stamp
available for franking for-
eign mail, the POD de-
cided to reserve that re-
maining stock and instead
surcharge other high val-
ues of the Cabot issue.

The 3¢ black surcharge
was applied to 500 sheets
(50,000 stamps) of the 15¢
Seals issue (Scott 70) from
the Cabot series.

The sheets were bro-
ken down in blocks of 25
to accommodate the sur-
charge setting. After 3,000
stamps were printed, the
vertical distance between
the horizontal bars of the
surcharge was reset at
13.5 mm (Type Il, Scott
129) rather than the origi-
nal 10.5 mm (Type |, 128)
to more effectively cancel
the value numerals.

The two types are shown
in Figure 3.

They were issued on Sat-
urday, Sept. 11, through a
St. John’s stationer, and at
the General Post Office on
Sept. 13.

The

same wide-bar

Figure 5. Paying the local letter
rate and fiscal usages, 2¢ stamps
were urgently needed. The 30¢
Colony Seal issue became a 2¢
stamp after surcharging.

black surcharge was ap-
plied to 500 sheets (50,000
stamps) of the 35¢ Iceberg
Off St. John’s stamp (Scott
73) from the Cabot series,
and the stamps were is-
sued Sept. 14 (130, Figure
4).

A 2¢ black surcharge
was applied to the 500
sheets (50,000 stamps) of
the 30¢ Colony Seal issue
(Scott 72) of the Cabot se-
ries.

As this stamp was ver-
tical, the surcharge set-
ting of 25 (five by five) was

Please turn to page 20

Figure 6. Varieties exist for all
the 1920 surcharges. Only 50
examples are recorded of the
inverted 2¢ on 30¢ (top). The 3¢-
on-15¢ also exists with inverted
surcharge (bottom).
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Continued from page 18
changed to read “TWO
CENTS?” in two lines of Ro-
man capitals with a hori-
zontal bar at the top only.

Unlike the 3¢ surcharge,
the 2¢ surcharge bar was
continuous across the set-
ting, measuring 106 mm,
as seen in Figure 5.

The 2¢ surcharge was
put on sale Sept. 24. A
single sheet of 25 is known
with a red trial surcharge.

Varieties exist for all sur-
charges. Fifty copies of the
2¢-on-30¢ are recorded
with an inverted surcharge
(Scott 127a, pictured at

Figure 7. The known varieties of
the 1920 surcharges include the
lower bar of the overprint com-

also exists with a seriously
misplaced surcharge (one
sheet of 25) and, in pairs,
with one stamp with-
out surcharge (127iii in
the Unitrade Specialized
Catalogue of Canadian
Stamps).

Normally, the “O” of
“TWO” is printed above
the “T” of “CENTS,” but in
positions 2, 7, 12 and 17 of
the surcharge setting it is
found over the “S.”

The 3¢-on-15¢ (Type )
is known with an inverted
surcharge (Scott 128a, at
bottom in Figure 6) as is
the 3¢-on-35¢ (130b). The
existence of the latter va-
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Figure 8. Despite being known as the “THREE-omitted” variety, the
“THREE” is never completely absent on this surcharge variant.

riety has been questioned
by some experts.
In addition, the same

stamp can be found with

the lower bar missing or
partially missing (Scott
130a, Figure 7) and as
what is called the “THREE-

omitted” variety  (Uni-
trade 130ii). However, the
“THREE” is never com-
pletely missing (Figure 8).

Finally, this stamp is
also recorded with a raised
second “E” in the word

top in Figure 6). This stamp

pletely or partially missing.

Please turn to page 22

American Philatelic Society
Serving Stamp Collectors for 125 Years

* 12 monthly issues of The American Philatelist
* Use of 100,000 volume library

* Buy and sell stamps from your home

* Monthly tips and resources e-mailed to you

* Discounts on stamp identification,
authentication, publications and seminars

WwWWw.stamps.org
APS-TL, 100 Match Factory Pl, Bellefonte, PA 16823

Everything you neéd to kow
about your hobby in one place

www.americanstampdealer.com

A\

Established 1914

American Stamp Dealers Association, Inc.

1-800-369-8207

F'Like To Sort Through'e
Old Collections?

-Special - breaking down large worldwide collections into individual countries.
Quality, one-of-a-kind collections still on album pages.All areas of the world.
Sale priced at Huge discounts from Scott Catalogue. Collections range from
several dollars to hundreds of dollars. Request FREE price list. Mention

Linn’s ad and receive a five dollar gift certificate.
Don Lewis - Country Collections
1661 N. Swan Road, Suite 212, Tucson, Arizona 85711
Phone: 520-615-4061

A e-mail: DonLewis@CountryCollections.com
E‘IOrder stamps directly from the Internet at: CountryCollections.comrE

NEW YORK

AUCTION
Monday, November 5 at 4pm

EXHIBITION

Friday, November 2, 10am-5pm
Saturday, November 3, 10am-5pm
Sunday, November 4, Noon-5pm

LOCATION

Doyle New York
Auctioneers & Appraisers
175 East 87th Street
New York, NY 10128

CONTACT

Norman Scrivener
212-427-4141, ext 273
Coins@DoyleNewYork.com

Coins, Bank Notes, Postage Stamps & Medals
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CATALOGUE
212-427-4141, ext 203
View and bid online at DoyleNewYork.com

@d Live! with a click of your mouse!

1. [Lot 1006] Palestine Forerunner and Occupation Collections. F/VF. Estimate: $500-700.

2. [Lot 1046] World Wide Postage Stamp Album, Scott Jr. International album to 1936,
F/VF. Estimate: $750-1,000.

3. [Lot 1016] Russia, Postage Stamp Collection, 1858 to 2010, F/VF. Estimate: $6,000-8,000.

4. [Lot 1035] United States Stamp Collection, G/VF. Estimate: $3,750-5,000.

5. [Lot 1019] St. Vincent, 1880-81 5 Shilling Rose, Scott 29, CV $1,275, F. Estimate: $300-400.

&
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NEW COLLECTI

TAKE 1 0% OrrF Prices LisTED

ONS FOR SALE

#7513 COSTA RICA - Minkus album with
mostly mint stamps thru 1980. Beautiful col-
lection filled with many sets. Highlights are
mint #212-16, #224-32, #C74-80, #C104-16,
#C128-40, #C197-210, #C227-45, #C256-72,
#C354-61, #C378-93, #C443-50, #C452-71
and:mueh monre.:.......s. b0 NET $375.00
#7563 GERMANY (4 ALBUMS) - Collection|
with mint and used stamps from 1949 thru|
1989 in 4 Lindner Hingeless albums w/cases.
Albums cost more than price!....NET $250.00|
#7565 GERMANY - Fine collection of mostlyj
mint stamps (98%+ in mounts) in a Scott]
album thru 1957. Mint highlights include
#351-62, #363-5, #667-8, #669, #B59-67,
#B69-78, #B82-9, #B91-2, #B105, #B119,
#B141-3, #B292-3, #B294-5, #B310-3,
#B316-7, #B318-9 and #B327-30. Some
states as well as early DDR included.
Nothing from Berlin................... NET $675.00
#7525 GREAT BRITAIN - GUERNSEY,
ALDERNEY & JERSEY - Scott album from|
1969 thru 2000. Splendid, mint collection in
mounts and probably NH that is virtually com-|
plete. Other than a few later items, the only}
other omissions are the first postage due sets|
from Guernsey and Jersey. There are some
souvenir sheets after 2000 that are also
neitded:.. |- <. 5l il NET $895.00
#7572 INDIA FEUDATORY STATES REV-|
ENUES (2 BOOKS) - Hundreds of revenue
stamps organized alphabetically by state are|
housed in these 2 (2” binders) with 6 hole|
punched pages. Condition is very mixed and|
ranges from poor to excellent. The catalog|
value is from over 15 years ago as cataloged|
by the previous owner. Should ne a treasure|
trove for the specialist in this area! Catalog)
value is over $3,800.............. NET $1,295.00
#7566 JAPAN - Scott album thru 1969.
Choice collection in excellent condition.
Starts with #10 used and including used #14,
#32,#33, #34, #111-2, #C19 plus about 50
additional 19th Century. Mint stamps includ-|
ed are #120, #177-8, #179-85, #223-6, #230-|
33, #279, #280-3, #283a, #378, #397-400,
#385a, #407, #408, #415, #422, #422A,
#423, #437-8, #439-42, #457, #517a, #519,
#B11 and #C9-13. All stamps are in mounts|
and many of the numbers listed are never
hinged.  Fairly complete from 1951 on|
(excluding B.O.B.). Also includes Japan
offices in China, 13 used stamps and 6 mint|
T SR R NET $1,195.00
#7520 LUNDY ISLAND - 1929 thru the|
1990’s and a few later. Extensive, special-
ized,mint and used collection housed in one|
large album, one 16 page (32 sides) stock-|
book and a large manilla envelope. The
numerous highlights include (but are not lim-|
ited to) 10th Anniversary 192-39 overprint set|
of 5; Atlantic Coast Air Service Labels 1935 2|
values 1st print roll 1; 3 values 1935 2nd print]
rolls 9, 1, 5; Atlantic Coast Air Service April|
1936 6 values mint; same 1/2d sheet of 12;

1937 Airmail 1/2d used; 1940 8 value red|..
VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.CHAMPIONSTAMP.COM

TERMS: ALL LOTS ARE ONE OF AKIND. PLEASE ORDER BY LOT # AND COUNTRY NAME.
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR MONEY REFUNDED upon return of merchandise WITHIN 14 DAYS.
PHONE/FAX/MAIL/E-MAIL ORDERS WELCOMED. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER.

CHECKS MUST BE DRAWN ON US BANKS. VISAMC or DISCOVER ACCEPTED.

CREDIT CARD ORDERS MUST INCLUDE NAME ON CARD, #, EXP. DATE., CVC # (last 3 numbers on back of card).
NY RESIDENTS ADD 8.875% TAX.

ALL ORDERS-ADD $10.00 SHIPPING & HANDLING. STREET ADDRESS needed FOR UPS

cross overprints; same 2p, 3p, 4p, 9p with|
additional overprint in margin; same 12p with
invert overprint; 1943 12 value Wright Bros.
overprints; 1950 8 value airmails, eftc., etc.,
etc. Also note the 1953 4 value Coronation
set with reversed color overprints on a first|
day cover. There are many other errors, vari-
eties & reprints (all noted). Included are 70|
commercial covers, some first day covers and|
some postal cards. Extremely well organized|
collection that is virtually impossible to dupli-
cate. If you are looking for a new area to col-
lect or want to expand a current collection,
this one is for you................... NET $1,995.00
#7562 MARSHALL IS. - Mint, NH stamps|
from 1984 thru the mid 1990’s. Mostly in orig-
inal new issue envelopes as received from
the new issue supplier. Face value is over]
$600.00 and may even exceed our price.
Some minor duplication within...NET $625.00|
#7561 MICRONESIA - Mint, NH stamps from
1984 thru the mid 1990’s. Mostly in original
new issue envelopes as received from the
new issue supplier. Face value is overl
$250.00 and may even exceed our price.
Some minor duplication within.. NET $265.00
#7560 PALAU - Mint, NH stamps from 1984
thru the mid 1990’s. Mostly in original new]
issue envelopes as received from the new|
issue supplier. Face value is over $475.00|
and may even exceed our price. Some minor]
duplication within..................... NET $500.00
#7554 PITCAIRN IS. - Mint, NH stamps thru
the mid 1990’s. From #1, this collection is
partly on blank Safe hingeless album pages
and the balance in glassine envelopes as
received from the new issue supplier.
Probably over 90% complete. Catalog value
1SOVORSE00I:: . .l e 5 NET $475.00
#7536 SEYCHELLES & ZES - Interesting,
mint, NH collection that runs from 1946 thru
the early 1980’s. Includes #151-52, #157-71,
#173-90, #198-212, #304a & #J1-8. Also
included are 8 stamps from the Queen
Victoria and Edward VIl reigns (these are
LH). Small selection of ZES. Housed in Safe
binder on blank hingeless pagesNET $600.00|
#7514 SOUTH AMERICAN - FLIGHT COV-
ERS - Collection of 42 mostly South -Centra
American Flights. From the late 1920’s thru
the early 1930’s. Originating in Canal Zone|
(13),Panama (5), Puerto Rico (16),Jamaica
(1), British Guiana (1), Haiti (1), Surinam (1),
Dominican Republic (2), Cuba (1) and U.S.
(1). Some with light foxing.......NET $675.00
#7567 TRANSVAAL - Scott album pages|
with mint and used stamps thru 1910.
Impressive collection from this area that is|
seldom offered. Some of the highlights
included are mint #97, #259-65, #277 & #J1-
7. Used highlights are #103, #280, #J1, #J3,
#J4 & #J6. Also includes 26 stamps from the
1901 Pietersburg issue (some cancelled).
Reprints of some issued have ben left in the

A1432 West 54th St., New York, NY 10019
< Phone: (212) 489-8130 ~ Fax: (212) 581-8130
E-Mail: championstamp@aol.com
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Continued from page 20
“THREE” (Unitrade 130iii). The
“raised-E” variety is the only one
known on the Type Il of the 3¢ on
35¢ stamp (Unitrade 129i)

On Sept. 25, the SS Sachem
arrived with 800,000 3¢ stamps,
and the 3¢-on-35¢ stamp was
withdrawn. Four days later, the
SS Digby brought 300,000 1¢ and
500,000 2¢ stamps.

On Oct. 4, the 2¢-on-30¢ sur-
charge was withdrawn and rub-
berstamping of cash letters was

stopped.

The remainders were made
available through the philatelic
service to fulfill orders for the
stamps received through the post.

Most of the illustrations in this
article are provided courtesy of
D. Robin Harris, editor of the Uni-
trade Specialized Catalogue of
Canadian Stamps, who obtained
them from Eastern Auctions.

The illustrations in Figures 3, 4
and 5 are shown courtesy of Ca-
nadian Postal Archives. Bl

St. Louis Stamp Expo prospectus available

The exhibitor’s prospectus is
available for St. Louis Stamp Expo
2013.

The stamp exhibition and
bourse will take place March 22-
24, 2013, at the St. Louis Renais-
sance Airport Hotel in St. Louis,
Mo.

The St. Louis Stamp Expo is an
American Philatelic Society World
Series of Philately exhibition. The
exhibitor winning the grand award
will be invited to participate in the
Champion of Champions compe-
tition at APS Stampshow, taking
place at Frontier Airlines Center in
Milwaukee, Wis., Aug. 8-11, 2013.

St. Louis Stamp Expo will in-
clude a court of honor exhibition,
50 dealers in the bourse, stamp-
hobby speakers, a youth area,
and a public auction conducted
by Regency-Superior Auctions.

The expo will also host the an-
nual meetings of the U.S. Philatel-
ic Classics Society and the Auxil-
iary Markings Club.

To obtain an exhibitor’s pro-
spectus, visit the web site www.
stlouisstampexpo.org, or write to
St. Louis Stamp Expo, Box 8277,
St. Louis, MO 63156.

The deadline for exhibition en-
tries is Dec. 31. B

MAJOR PUBLIC AUCTION

Saturday 3rd November 2012

WEST PLAZA HOTEL, WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND

NZ 1855 Die Proof

MOWBRAY

COLLECTABLES

NZ 1906 1d claret mint

Featuring superb Full Face Queens including a unique 2d blue stitch wmk SG 96 variety; scarce
1906 1d claret Christchurch Exhibition, good range of NZ Arms including 25/ inverted wmk mint,
& 35/- MUH; rare NZ Revenues incl EVH 26/6d Beer Duty; Pigeon Post flimsies; Robin Startup’s
military postal history; good Antarctic material from Shackleton & Byrd Expeditions; GB 1d
Blacks; useful China & hundreds of world wide collections - estimated NZ$250-$10,000.

* % 1,100 lots, over NZ$1.5 million estimates * *

View online at

www.mowbraycollectables.co.nz
Or for your complimentary catalogue, please contact:

JOHN MOWBRAY INTERNATIONAL

Private Bag 63000, Wellington 6140, New Zealand
Phone +64 6,364 8270

Fax +64 6 364 8252

Email john.mowbray@xtra.co.nz

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS
Member of PTS, ASDA, APTA, NZSDA

NZ 1859 8G 27

NZ 35/- Arms MUH
roulette, no wmk {
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