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How many Nicaragua 1930 Graf Zeppelin flight covers are there?
Europe - Pan America flight occurred in May-June « No landing at Havana

Luc Fréve

In 2015, Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions of Danbury,
Connecticut, sold a few 1930 Zeppelin flight covers
franked with stamps from Nicaragua.

| noted that each lot was described in the same
manner. In particular, each cover was listed as being
“exceptionally rare with Sieger reporting only eleven
mixed franking items flown, this being one of only six
covers with the $1.30 Zeppelin stamp.” ' Reference
to two Zeppelin catalog numbers followed: Michel
No. 68Gb and Sieger No. 64IX. >3

The Sieger Zeppelin Post Katalog in effect records
that five cards and six covers were carried on the
1930 Europe-Pan America flight. | remembered see-
ing these covers on sale regularly in previous years,
so | wondered if auction firms were offering the same
covers over and over. Because all covers look very
similar, | decided to challenge the Sieger census.

Historical background

The severe limitations that the Allies imposed
on Germany after World War | included halting the
production of the large rigid airships called zeppe-
lins. Only after the United States Navy ordered an
airship in 1924 was Luftschiffbau Zeppelin GmbH

Europe — Pan America Flight
of the Graf Zeppelin, May-June 1930
Friedrichshafen, Germany, to Seville, Spain, to Recife

and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, to Recife, to Lakehurst,
New Jersey, and to Friedrichshafen, Germany

Depart From To Arrive
05-18 Friedrichshafen  Seville 05-19
05-20 Seville Recife 05-22
05-24 Recife Rio de Janeiro 05-25
05-25 Rio de Janeiro  Recife 05-26
05-28 Recife Lakehurst 05-31
06-03 Lakehurst Seville 06-05
06-05 Seville Friedrichshafen  06-06

Connecting airplane flights carried mail from non-
contract countries, including Nicaragua, to the
contract countries where the zeppelin landed.

(the zeppelin manufacturing company) again allowed
to operate. The company then produced the LZ-126,
which the United States renamed USS Los Angeles.

The company’s next new airship was the LZ-127,
named the Graf Zeppelin. Ownership was transferred
to the Deutsche-Luftschiffahrts-Aktiengesellschaft
company (DELAG), the commercial affiliate of the
Zeppelin company that operated the zeppelin flights
from 1905 until spring 1935, except during WWI.

The Craf Zeppelin was christened on July 8, 1928.
[t made test flights in Germany and in October 1928
flew to the United States. In early 1929, it made two
Mediterranean flights, and in August 1929 it became
the first airship to completely circumnavigate the
earth (northern hemisphere).

To promote commercial use of zeppelins, the
LZ-127 carried passengers and mail. For its inaugural
flight to South America, the plan was to depart from
Germany for Brazil and then fly to the United States
before returning to Germany, with intermediate stops
or mail drops in or over Spain, the Canary Islands,
Cuba, and Spain again. The actual stops made on
the flight and their dates are listed in the box below,
left. Mail drops also were made over the Cape Verde
Islands and Bahia, Brazil. 4

For the May-June 1930 flight, called the 1930
Europe — Pan America flight, an advertisement instruct-
ed collectors to send their mail to F. W. von Meister,
the agent in New York City. Von Meister would ensure
proper distribution to company agents in the various
countries where a stop was expected. The advertise-
ment stated that they will “collect, list and number
letters and postal cards which are addressed to be
forwarded via Graf Zeppelin.” >

For the intermediate stop planned in Cuba,
dealers prepared a number of covers and cards to
be flown from Managua, Nicaragua, to Cuba, then
to be flown on the Graf Zeppelin from Havana to
Lakehurst, New Jersey, and then to Germany.

Unfortunately, because of a severe storm, the Graf
Zeppelin made no stop at or mail drop over Cuba.
Instead, mail that had arrived at Havana for Lakehurst
was carried by boat to New York City, including the
covers airmailed from Nicaragua.

On April 19, 1930, the United States issued three
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airmail stamps for use on the 1930 Pan-American
flight (Scott C13-C15). The zeppelin company and
the U.S. Post Office Department shared the proceeds
from the sale of the stamps. With the U.S. stamps
alone, the DELAG received $100,000. °

Special handstamps or cachets were prepared for
each demonstration flight. Covers carried in 1930 from

Figure 1. Flight cachet applied in the United States by the U.S.
Post Office Department to covers for the 1930 Europe-Pan
America flight of the Graf Zeppelin. It was applied in purple.

Figure 2. On-board cachet, applied in red by crew on board the
Graf Zeppelin. The cachet refers to the Europe — Pan America
flight as the Siidamerikafahrt 1930, or the South America flight.

Figure 3. The two arrival postmarks used at Friedrichshafen,
Germany, in June 1930 on Graf Zeppelin covers and cards.

Lakehurst to Germany show two souvenir cachets.
The U.S. Post Office Department applied the purple
diamond shaped marking pictured in Figure 1.

A circular cachet in red, shown in Figure 2, was
applied on board the Craf Zeppelin.

Covers carried on a commercial zeppelin flight
were postmarked on arrival at Friedrichshafen, Ger-
many. For the 1930 Europe-Pan America flight, Fried-
richshafen used two June 6, 1930, postmarks. They are
a circular handstamped marking and a roller marking
with killer bars. Figure 3 pictures them. “Bodensee”
is the German name for Lake Constance.

Census

Because | do not have access to a philatelic
library where auction catalogs are kept, | had to
rely on information available online. Even with this
limitation, | was able to locate more covers than what
the Sieger catalog accounts for. What follows are the
results of my research and study.

1) A Kummer card and a Kummer cover

| found one card and one cover addressed to
Mrs. A. Kummer, Cottbus, Germany. Affixed to the
card, shown in Figure 4, are the following stamps of
Nicaragua: a 2-centavo Leon Cathedral of 1914 (Scott
410), a 25-centavo Airplanes Over Mount Momo-
tombo of 1929 (C4), and a 1-centavo R. de C. postal
tax stamp of 1929 (RA40).

In addition, the card bears a United States 65¢
Graf Zeppelin Over Ocean stamp (Scott C13), for the
postage fee for carriage of a card to Germany on the
Graf Zeppelin.

The cover to A. Kummer, shown on page 4 in
Figure 5, bears the same Nicaragua franking, but a

AArs . A.Kurmer,
#~ Schiller Str., 56,
Cottbus i/L,
GERMANY

Figure 4. Card from Managua to New York City (under separate
cover), then by the Graf Zeppelin to Friedrichshafen, Germany.
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Figure 5. Envelope from Managua to New York City (under sepa-
rate cover), then by the Graf Zeppelin to Friedrichshafen, Germany.

$1.35 Graf Zeppelin Over Atlantic stamp (Scott C14)
is affixed to the cover for the postage rate for car-
riage of a letter (envelope) to Germany on the Graf
Zeppelin.

The Kummer mailpieces were not registered.
They were flown from Managua to New York City
under separate cover or with a removable label. They
each bear on their fronts the following postmarks in
addition to the flight cachets: two boxed Managua
May 20, 1930, postmarks in violet, and a New York
City, Varick St. Sta., May 24, 1930, duplex postmark.

| do not have images of the backs, but the
cover is described as backstamped with the scarce
Friedrichshafen wavy lines roller shown in Figure 3.

The frankings on the Kummer card and the
Kummer cover show that they were prepared in
advance. Effective May 15, 1929, through May 14,
1930, an envelope required 2 centavos postage plus
1 centavo R. de C. postal tax for surface mail to the
United States. If carried by Pan American Airways to
Miami, an additional 25 centavos was required.

Had the Kummer items been franked when they
were actually mailed (May 20, 1930), they would
have required an airmail rate of 15 centavos. The rate
was reduced effective May 15, 1930.

For surface mail, the Kummer card required only
1 centavo postage and 1 centavo postal tax, so it is
overpaid by 1 centavo.

The absence of a U.S. address and addressee and
of a Miami postmark on the Kummer cover and card
indicate that they were mailed under cover to a con-
tact in probably New York City who ensured that the
U.S. Graf Zeppelin stamps were affixed.

2) Behrens cards

For the 1930 Europe-Pan America flight, | located
images of four cards prepared for Behrens-Neuheiten-

Dienst, a German producer of philatelic items.
Figure 6 pictures one such card, postmarked and
registered at Managua May 15, 1930.

The printed cards name as the addressee Behrens
in Braunschweig. This means they were mail to be
carried from Cuba to Germany, as confirmed by the
“De Habana a Friedrichshafen” directive in French
lightly handstamped in purple at the left side of the
Figure 6 card. This directive indicated the expected
planned flight for the card on the Graf Zeppelin:
Havana via Lakehurst to Friedrichshafen. As noted,
the stop at Havana did not happen.

Behrens used a network of agents to ensure the
delivery of its covers and cards. An agent acting on
behalf of Behrens registered the cards in Managua
and sent them to Cuba. The cards bear the following
Nicaragua stamps: front, 5-centavo National Palace
(Scott 488), 50-centavo Airplanes (C5), two 15c on
25c Airplanes (C7), and two 20c on 25c Airplanes

N

™

A
via <CR? FPRELING S

ffo; Habana to Friedrichshafen

Postiach 163

Figure 6. Registered card printed with two Graf Zeppelin directives, one
red and one black. The black directive is handstamped in purple with
a directive for Havana. The card was not flown on the Graf Zeppelin.
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(C8); back, 1c National Palace (513), 10c Leon
Cathedral (490). The stamps total 136 centavos.

Understanding the frankings on the Behrens cards
and covers is not as simple as the Kummer items. The
absence of Cuban stamps on the card demonstrates
that Behrens expected that the DELAG company
operating the Craf Zeppelin would accept and carry
covers from other countries sent to Cuba to be picked
up. I am aware of a Panama cover that transited Cuba
before being picked up by the Craf Zeppelin in the
United States at Lakehurst.

Part of the franking on the Figure 6 card can be
explained as follows: 6 centavos for a card mailed to
a foreign country (not a member of the Pan American
Postal Union) and 10 centavos for registration. The
6-centavo card rate was in effect from April 1, 1921,
through September 14, 1930.

Because the 15-centavo-on-25-centavo Airplanes
stamp (C7) was issued May 15, 1930, it is clear that
the cards were not franked in advance, unlike the
Kummer items. The airmail rate then was 15 centavos
from Managua to Cuba via Pan American Airways
(same rate to North America).

| did not find any information on the rate for
the Havana-Friedrichshafen leg (via Lakehurst) of
the planned but canceled Graf Zeppelin flight from
Havana. | assume that the airmail stamps overpay-
ment of 105 centavos would represent the cost of the
zeppelin flight.

After it became known that the Graf Zeppelin
would not stop in Cuba, an agent in Havana or
Cuban officials forwarded the cards to Behrens in
Germany. They would have been carried by ship from
Havana to Germany by closed bag, because the cards
bear no transit U.S registry marking.

The cards were postmarked in Braunschweig on
June 1, 1930, a few days before the arrival of the Graf
Zeppelin in Germany. Accordingly, the cards bear
neither the special zeppelin handstamped cachets
nor a U.S. Graf Zeppelin stamp.

It was only in May 2020 that | noted the exis-
tence of the Behrens cards. One card was listed in
December 2019 by an European auction firm. lIts
description correctly stated that, if the card were
intended to be carried by the Graf Zeppelin, it was
not so transported. Accompanied by a Sieger certifi-
cate, the lot sold for 185 euros.

Two similar cards were offered on eBay in March
2020 and April 2020. Unfortunately I did not keep
the description of the March 2020 lot. When | look at

the amount paid ($1,350), | seriously doubt that the
new owner knew he was purchasing an item that was
not carried on the Graf Zeppelin or any zeppelin (or
perhaps he did know).

The Behrens card offered in April 2020 did not
fly on the Graf Zeppelin, but it was priced at a hefty
1,199 euros, with a clear (but incorrect) reference to
the First Europe-Pan America flight (Michel 68, Sieger
64 1X), while stating it was handled in Braunschweig
on June 1, 1930, during the hour 5 a.m. to 6 a.m. (in
the postmark “1-6. 30. 5-6V”).

3) Behrens covers

In addition to cards, Behrens-Neuheiten-Dienst
prepared covers. Behrens did not use the service of
F.W. von Meister, the Luftschiffbau Zeppelin agent
in New York City. Instead, the firm made its own
arrangements with Victor Weiskopf of New York City,
the first addressee printed on the covers.

Weiskopf was responsible for collecting the flight
covers, for ensuring the U.S. stamp was affixed, and
for forwarding the covers to Germany via zeppelin.
Figure 7 shows the front of one such cover. Figure 8
on page 6 shows its back.

Behrens Nicaragua covers all bear the same
stamps: front, 50-centavo Airplanes (Scott C5), two
15c on 25c Airplanes (C7), two 20c on 25c Airplanes
(C8), and a U.S. $1.30 Graf Zeppelin Over Atlantic
stamp (C14), for the zeppelin postage to Germany;
back, 2-centavo Ledén Cathedral (410), 4-centavo
Ledn Cathedral (487), and 1-centavo Numeral postal

T TIr—— T
Mit Luffscriff
Graf Zeppelin
zn heidrdern

Absender:
Behrens-Neuheften-Dienst ./
Braunschweig 5>
Postfach 163

Figure 7. Registered cover printed with two Graf Zeppelin directives,
onered and one black.The black directive is covered by the U.S. stamp.
The cover was flown on the Graf Zeppelin from Lakehurst to Germany.
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Figure 8.The back of the Figure 7 cover mailed May 15, 1930, from
Managua, to Havana, New York City, and Braunschweig, Germany.
tax (RA37), for a total of 127 centavos. Other than the
Graf Zeppelin flight cachets on the front, the follow-
ing markings are present on the covers:

+ Managua violet box — May 15, 1930 (front)

+ Managua red registration box — (front)

+ Habana black circle — May 18, 1930 (back)

+ New York black registry oval — May 22, 1930 (back)
+ New York red registry oval — May 23, 1930 (back)

+ New York black duplex — May 27, 1930 (front)

« Friedrichshafen arrival circle — June 1, 1930 (back)

Again, the absence of Cuban stamps on the cov-
ers demonstrates that Behrens expected that the Craf
Zeppelin, if it had landed in Havana, would accept
and carry covers from other countries sent to Cuba to
be picked up.

Because the covers are addressed to Victor
Weiskopf in New York City, | believe that the Nica-
ragua franking needed only to cover the cost of the
airmail from Managua to Cuba plus the Havana-
Lakehurst leg of the zeppelin flight.

If covers were to be carried from Cuba to
Germany, they would have been addressed only to
Behrens in Braunschweig.

As with the Behrens cards, the Behrens covers
were not franked prior to May 15. This is attested by
the presence of two 15c-on-25c Airplanes stamps
(C7, issued May 15) and two 20c-on-25c Airplanes
stamps (C8) on the front of the cover.

Both Cuba and the United States were members
of the Union Postal Panamericana, and the letter rate
to either from Nicaragua was the same.

The registration box provides the weight of a
Behrens cover: 15 grams. The Pan American airmail
rate was set by Y4 ounce increments, or 14 grams.

Because a Behrens cover exceeded "4 ounce by
1 gram, it required a double airmail rate. The letter
rate within the Unién Postal Panamericana was per
20 grams, requiring only one letter rate. The frank-
ing is then explained as follow: 3 centavos for letter
and tax, 3 centavos for registration, 30 centavos for
airmail, leaving a balance of 91 centavos for the
Havana-Lakehurst flight.

Ten Behrens covers are included in my census,
and they all look very similar. | tried using various
markers to distinguish them: Managua registration
number and the size of the blue X, the location of
the cachets on the cover, the position of the New York
City duplex cancel, the alignment of the handwritten
letter under the “from Habana to Lakehurst” printed
in red, and various marks such as the presence of
excess ink.

Finally, only the position of the New York City
duplex postmark provided a unique discriminatory
criterion. The ten covers are pictured on page 8. The
cover shown in Figure 7 and Figure 8 is repeated as
cover No. 5. The text under each cover describes the
location of the New York City duplex in relation to
the word “befordern” printed at center left.

It is interesting to note that a Behrens cover was
used to illustrate the 20-cérdoba souvenir sheet
issued in 1980 to commemorate the 100th anniversa-
ry of the death of Sir Rowland Hill. Figure 9 pictures

@ NICARAGUA

NICARAGUA

1979 ANO DE LA LIBERACION

PARTICIPACION NICARAGUA OLIMPIADAS 1980

Dec.304/80

12221 Cézg) | B
: f
|

PARTICIPACIGN NICARAGUA OLIMPIADAS

1980

Figure 9. The Behrens cover pictured on this 1980 souvenir
sheet is cover No. 10 in the Behrens census, shown on page 8.

S, New York Cily N.Y.

i ok
e
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Figure 10. The stamp designer altered the location of the U.S. stamp
on the Behrens cover shown on these 1980 Rowland Hill stamps.

this sheet. The multipurpose sheet (Scott 2160) also
noted Nicaragua’s participation in the 1980 Olympic
Games and the 1979 Year of Liberation. This cover is
included in the census as cover No. 10, shown on
page 8.

Part of cover No. 8 in the census is pictured on
the 5-cérdoba stamp in each of two sets issued to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the death of
Sir Rowland Hill. Figure 10 pictures both stamps.

One stamp has the overprint for the Year of
Liberation and the Moscow Olympics in red (Scott
2145), and the other stamp has it in silver (2220). On
each stamp, the image of the cover does not match
the image of cover No. 8, and | believe that the stamp
designer edited the image of the cover.

The $1.30 Graf Zeppelin stamp was cropped and
moved almost two centimeters to the right so that its
left edge would appear within the interior frame of
the 5-cérdoba stamp to be issued. A distinguishing
characteristic of cover No. 8 is the position of the
time “4 PM” in the New York, N.Y., postmark at the
front of the body of the Graf Zeppelin.

4) A Philipp Kosack cover

Philipp Kosack & Company, another German
philatelic firm, also prepared covers to be carried by
the Graf Zeppelin from Lakehurst to Friedrichshafen.
Ernesto Hammer was his agent in Nicaragua.

Hammer franked the cover, shown in Figure 11,
with a “Correo Aéreo / 1929 / PA.A” overprinted
25-centavo orange National Palace stamp (Scott C1),
a “Correo Aéreo / 1929 / P.A.A” overprinted black
brown 25-centavo National Palace stamp (C2), a
25-centavo Airplanes stamp (C4), a 50-centavo Air-
planes (C5), a 1-cérdoba Airplanes (C6), a 15c-on-
25c Airplanes with double overprint (C7b), a 20c-
on-25c Airplanes with inverted overprint (C8b), and
25-centavo dark violet National Palace stamp (521),
for a total of 2.85 cordobas.

The cover bears the following markings:

+ Managua red box — May 15, 1930 (front)

+ Managua red registration box — (front)

+ Miami purple registry circle — May 15, 1930 (back)
+ New York black foreign oval — May 19, 1930 (back)
+ Berlin black arrival circle — May 29, 1930 (back)

The red registration box stamped on the cover
provides the weight of the cover: 10 grams. The cover

. ; 2 . ISF = '
- Z ¥ . % ¥ s d
VIA AIR MAIL

et MIAMI - LAKEHURST @

/, sl wEE S
. (via <GRAF ZEPPELIN-) |

- FRIE |

PHILIPP KOSACK & Co. S ameae ALY

Burgstrasse 13
Berlin
GERMANY

\

Figure 11. This Philipp Kosack cover was prepared for carriage by
the Graf Zeppelin, but it did not fly on board the Graf Zeppelin.
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Cover 2. New York duplex postmark circle  Cover 3. New York duplex postmark circle  Cover 4. New York duplex postmark circle
aligned under “er” of “befordern” aligned under “6r” of “befordern” aligned under “de” of “befordern”
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Cover 6. New York duplex postmark circle

Cover 7. New York duplex postmark circle  Cover 8. New York duplex postmark circle
aligned under “be” of “befordern” aligned under “6” of “befordern” aligned under “6” of “befordern”
and top of circle on third horizontal line and top of circle on third horizontal line

and top of circle on second horizontal line

Cover 9. New York duplex postmark circle
aligned under “6r” of “beférdern”
and top of circle between second and third line

Lo

HSHAREN

Cover 1. Front and back.
New York duplex postmark circle
aligned under “be” of “befordern” b S et il it
and top of circle on second horizontal line Cover 10. New York duplex postmark circle  (also pictured in Figure 7 and Figure 8)
aligned under “d” of “befordern”

and top of circle just above second horizontal line

Cover 5. Front and back.
New York duplex postmark circle
aligned under “f6” of “befordern”
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is preprinted with the directives “VIA AIR MAIL” in
blue and “MIAMI-LAKEHURST” in red.

The franking is explained as follow: 10 centavos
for the letter rate to Europe (for the first 20 grams or
less), 10 centavos for registration, and 15 centavos for
airmail. This leaves a balance of 2.50 cérbobas for
the Lakehurst-Friedrichshafen Graf Zeppelin flight.

There is no U.S. address or addressee named on
the front of the cover. It appears that Kusack would
have relied on the “MIAMI - LAKEHURST” and “(via
«GRAF ZEPPELIN») — FRIEDRICHSHAFEN" preprint-
ed directives to ensure that U.S. officials would for-
ward the cover to Lakehurst once it arrived at Miami
from Nicaragua.

Service via the Graf Zeppelin was refused for
the cover because it did not bear a U.S. $1.30 Graf
Zeppelin stamp. The U.S. Post Office Department
then sent the cover to Germany by ship, and it was
sent onward from Berlin on May 29, 1930.

Summary

When | started my study, | suspected that the
number of covers and cards franked with stamps of
Nicaragua and carried in 1930 by the Graf Zeppelin
was understated, but | did not know to what extent.

Based on the Sieger census, | know that there are
at least five cards. Until | have more accurate infor-
mation, | have to assume that the Figure 4 Kummer
card | found was accounted for by Sieger.

Sieger, however, is clearly understating the num-
bers of covers. Sieger lists only six covers, and |
identified 11 (one Kummer and 10 Behrens). Perhaps
Sieger might have reported only covers that were
accounted for by FEW. von Meister, the Luftschiffbau
Zeppelin representative in New York City. Page 8
shows the 10 Behrens covers, including the cover
also pictured in Figure 7 and Figure 8. Cover 1 and
Cover 5 are out of order.

A few questions remain. As a producer of phila-
telic items, Behrens would have wanted to include all
legs of the flight. Why did I find only Behrens cards
for the Cuba-Germany flight and no cover for the
same flight? The same question exists for the Cuba-
United States leg of the flight: Were there any cards
prepared? | would expect to see cards.

It would be interesting to locate a document
that would provide the costs for cards and covers
to be carried by the Graf Zeppelin from Havana to
Lakehurst and from Havana to Friedrichshafen.

Such a document, if it were to exist, could
help confirm the frankings applied by the agents

in Nicaragua. None of the Nicaragua frankings are
understood, and they might be deliberately high.

Keeping a census is a work in progress. To
strengthen this research, | would like to hear, via
the editor, from readers who have new information
about covers or cards from Nicaragua related to the
1930 Europe-Pan America flight of the Graf Zeppelin,
its inaugural flight to South America.
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