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 MAIN OBJECTIVES
 1. Identifying localities and openings in which a post office existed;

 2. Listing the successive postmasters who held office with their dates in service;

 3. Identifying all the postal markings and rates for the period;

 4. Identifying the postal routes, the agents responsible for carrying the mail and the 
frequency of service;

 5. Prepare short biographies on postmasters;

 6. Illustrate the study by:
 Significant postal covers, rates and postal markings;

 Signatures and illustrations of postmasters;

 Tables (revenue and salaries, postal statistics by post offices);

 Postal maps of the period and iconographic material.
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 Source of information: Printed official Records
 Québec Almanach / Almanach de Québec, 1780-1841

 Reports of the House of Assembly, 1831, 1832, 1836

 Post Office instructions to postmasters (1790, 1830, 1845); circulars, departemental orders

 Report of the Commissioners appointed to enquire into the affairs of the Post Office, 1840-1841
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 Source of information: Historical publications
 William Smith, History of the Post Office in BNA, 1639-1870 (published in 1920)

 Gazette de Québec / Québec Gazette, 1764-1851

 Pierre Lambert, Les anciennes diligences du Québec (1998) [stagecoach]

 Local histories, geographical names, etc.

 Newspapers (mostly from Québec City and Montréal) - BAnQ
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 Source of information: Philatelic publications
 Frank Campbell, Canada Postmark List to 1875 (1958); Canada Postal History (1976-unpublished); 

Canada Post Offices (1972); etc.

 Ferdinand Bélanger, Répertoire des bureaux de poste du Québec,1763-1981 (2013)

 Cimon Morin et Jacques Poitras, CMPQ, 1763-1867 (2016)

 Allan Steinhart, Gray Scrimgeour, ed., The Rates of Postage of Canada 1711-1900… (2011)

 Photocopies of postal cover collections (Walker, Poitras, Ewens, Charron, Rixon, Handelman, etc.)

 Auction catalogues, eBay, dealers list, etc.
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 Source of information: Archival records
 General Post Office of Great Britain transcripts of Canadian Records (LAC, MG44B)

 Volumes 1-58. Transcripts, 1792-1848. 4,3 meters (58 boxes, 8½ x 14 type written transcripts)

 Available on Heritage Web site: https://heritage.canadiana.ca/

 Reels: C-12858 to C-12863, C-12882 to C-12887

 Copies of records on all aspects of the British North American postal services, including opening, staffing, 
and operation of particular post offices; transatlantic packet; postal policy; and finances. Organized in 
chronological order.

 Mainly correspondence and reports from DPMG to the Secretary of the General Post Office in London

 FOR: Lower Canada, Upper Canada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia

 Canada Post Office records (LAC, RG3)

 Postal covers from historical collections (LAC, BAnQ)
 17 specific fonds (LAC) / Public and Private

 RG4-B52: Commission of Inquiry into the Post Office series (1840-1841)

 3 fonds (BAnQ)

 Fonds Jean-Baptiste Meilleur (Education) (BAnQ, E-13)

https://heritage.canadiana.ca/
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 Source of archival records
 Library and Archives Canada (LAC)

 Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec (BAnQ)
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 METHODOLOGY
 Establishing data bases:

 Database « References »: for all archival records (2 320 references)

 Database « Postmasters » (600 references)

 Database « Statistics » for 1842-1846
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 METHODOLOGY
 Establishing databases:  – POSTAL COVERS

 Database « Postal covers » - LAC (13 164 covers)



LA POSTE COLONIALE AU QUÉBEC, 1763-1851
Cimon Morin

 METHODOLOGY
 Establishing databases:  – POSTAL COVERS

 Database « Postal covers » - BAnQ (1 550 covers)

 Database « Postal covers » - Private collections (3 475 covers )
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 METHODOLOGY
 Establishing databases:

 Database « Illustrations » (organized by post office name)

 Database « Postal routes » 



LA POSTE COLONIALE AU QUÉBEC, 1763-1851
Cimon Morin

 Postal routes
 From 2  to 34 different postal routes

between 1763 and 1851
 Contractor Dickinson (photograph)
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 Source of archival records
 Library and Archives Canada (LAC)

 Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec (BAnQ)
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 Source of documentation
 My own library (Reports, philatelic studies, files for each post offices, etc.)
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 Source of documentation
 Web sites: BAnQ / Ancestry.ca / Canadiana / Google / FHQ / etc.
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 PRESENTATION FORMAT
 Lower Canada split in 4 volumes

 Vol. 1: South of Montréal and Ottawa River

 71 post offices

 Vol. 2: Eastern Townships and surroundings

 69 post offices

 Vol. 3: South Shore and Gaspé area

 42 post offices

 Vol. 4: from Québec to Montréal along

the St. Lawrence

 69 post offices

TOTAL: 251 post offices for the period 1763-1851
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 PRESENTATION FORMAT
 For each volume in the series:

 PART 1: By post office names (A-Z)

 PART 2: Annexes

 Annex 1: Postal routes and contracts (organized by routes)

 Annex 2: Biographies of postal officers

 Annex 3: Instructions to postmasters, department orders, circulars 1828-1851

 Annex 4: List of postal covers found at LAC and BAnQ

 PART 3: Index
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 PART 1: Post Offices (A-Z)
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 PART 2: Annexes

 Annex 1: Postal routes and contractors

Carte de 
la route 
postale

Noms des bureaux 
sur la route postale 

et distances et 
route de traverse

Détails du transport, 
contracteurs, distance, 
nombre de voyage par 

semaine, etc.
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 PART 2: Annexes
 Annex 2: Biographies of postal officers
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 PART 2: Annexes
 Annex 3: Instructions to postmasters, department orders, circulars 1828-1851
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 PART 2: Annexes
 Annex 4: Postal covers found at LAC and BAnQ

TYPE
RÉFÉRENCE

Variation

En référence à la base de données

BAC, RG4-A1, vol. 306, no 658
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 PART 3: Index
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 PRESENTATION FORMAT
 Lower Canada split in 4 volumes

 Vol. 1: South of Montréal and Ottawa River

 71 post offices (2020)
 Vol. 2: Eastern Townships and surroundings

 69 post offices (2022)
 Vol. 3: South Shore and Gaspé area

 42 post offices (2024)
 Vol. 4: from Québec to Montréal along

the St. Lawrence

 69 post offices (2026)
TOTAL: 251 post offices for the period 1763-1851
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 VOL. 2: The Eastern Townships and surroundings
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 VOL. 2: The Eastern Townships and surroundings
 69 post offices, from 1816 to 1851

 77 postal maps of the period

 72 various illustrations

 25 photographs of postmasters

 158 postal covers

 159 signatures of postmasters

 255 postal markings

(total of 746 illustrations)
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Available from
La Société d’histoire postale du Québec

www.shpq.org

 $57 + postage

 ISBN: 978-2-920267-54-1

 rfcote@gmail.com

 $65 + postage

 ISBN: 978-2-920267-57-2

 rfcote@gmail.com

http://www.shpq.org/
mailto:rfcote@gmail.com
mailto:rfcote@gmail.com
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 Additional information:
 General Post Office of Great Britain transcripts of Canadian Records (LAC, MG44B)

 Volumes 1-58. Transcripts, 1792-1848. 4,3 meters (58 boxes, 8½ x 14 type written transcripts)

 Available on Heritage Web site: https://heritage.canadiana.ca/

 Reels: C-12858 to C-12863, C-12882 to C-12887

 Copies of records on all aspects of the British North American postal services, including opening, staffing, 
and operation of particular post offices; transatlantic packet; postal policy; and finances. Organized in 
chronological order.

 Mainly correspondence and reports from DPMG to the Secretary of the General Post Office in London

 FOR: Lower Canada, Upper Canada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia

 E-mail for Cimon Morin: cactus007@videotron.ca

 Documents and conferences: https://aqep.net/

https://heritage.canadiana.ca/
mailto:cactus007@videotron.ca
https://aqep.net/
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