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The small fishing village of Salmon Bay is located in Quebec, close to Labrador, on the
Strait of Belle Isle. It is in fact situated four miles east of the village of Bonne-Espérance
and about fifteen miles west of the village of Lourdes-du-Blanc-Sablon, as mentioned in an
1890 report of the Postal Inspector (Fig. 1).

According to the Post Office Department’s postmastership card, the post office was opened
some time before 1893 (Fig. 2). This incomplete information aroused our interest in pushing
the research further to determine the exact date of the opening.

By a fortunate bit of luck we were able to 1908) for the Quebec District'. On August 13,

find an answer right at the outset in a docu- 1890, Inspector Bolduc sent a letter to Post-
ment in the Post Office Archives, preserved master General (1888-1892) John Graham

at Library and Archives Canada. This in- Haggart (1836-1913) (Fig. 3) to inform him of
formation is contained in a report edited by

Archélas Bolduc, Post Office Inspector (1887- Figure 1. Map showing the location of

Salmon Bay in 1887. — Source: LAC?

® This article first appeared in French as “Salmon Bay, bureau de poste terre-neuvien et
canadien” in the Bulletin d’histoire postale et de marcophilie no. 122, pp. 5-10, octobre-décembre 2013;
translation by Robert C. Smith.
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Name of Office: SALMON BAY Federal Electoral District: Saguenay (Quebec)

Dates: Establishment Closings Re-openings
Prior to 1893 1927-10-24 1930-08-01
Summer-Winter:  Date Opened Date Closed Date Opened Date Closed
1956-05-10 1956-10-31 1964-05-20 1964-10-31
1957-05-10 1957-10-31 1965-05-17 1965-09-30
1958-05-09 1958-10-31 1966-05-20 1966-10-15
1959-05-20 1959-10-31 1967-05-22 1967-10-14
1960-05-20 1960-10-29 1968-05-21 1968-10-15
1961-05-15 1961-10-31 1969-05-15 1969-10-11
1962-05-15 1962-10-31 1970-05-15 1970-10-10
1963-05-15 1963-10-30 1971-05-17 1971-10-01
Postmaster Information:
Name of Postmaster Date of Appointment  Date of Vacancy Cause of Vacancy
James Browne (PMin 1893)  1897-05-01 Resignation
Jeremiah Dunn 1898-08-01 1827 Resignation
William Keats 1927-10-18 1927-10-24 Closed
Thomas Keats (re-opened) 1930-08-01 1945-10-06 Resignation
Hollis Keats 1946-08-26
In compliance with the Privacy Act (1983), certain personal information has been deleted from this file.
Additional Information: Status - From regular to summer office - 1924-11-01 Source: PSFDS03-28474

Figure 2. Postmastership card for the Salmon Bay post office. — Source: LAC®

his recent visit to the North Shore. He men-
tioned having learned at Bonne-Espérance
that two years earlier the Newfoundland
government had opened a summer office

at Salmon Bay, and that a steamboat car-
ried the mails twice monthly to St. John’s,
Newfoundland. Furthermore, he added that
he had intended going to the site in order to
verify these rumours, but had to turn back
because of bad weather. Finally, he called
Figure 3. Photograph of John Graham :l}}le tﬁ%Stm;ﬁSter Gfe g elr al’s al;tentlon to tﬁe fact
Haggart, Postmaster General of Canada atthe vitlage o saimon bay was realy
from 1888 to 1892. located on Canadian territory, and that it

— Source: LAC, PA-026381 seemed likely to him that the Newfound-
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Figure 4. List on which the name of the Salmon River office appears.
- Source: A Year Book and Aimanac of Newfoundland for 18997
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land government had acted assuming that
this location was in its territory.

On August 15, 1890, the secretary to the
Postmaster General arranged to send a letter
to James Oliphant Fraser* (1826-1904), Post-
master General of Newfoundland (1885-
1902), confirming that the village of Salmon
Bay was located in Canadian territory. The
legal dispute was settled after several weeks
of correspondence. Was this a result of the
fact that the Minister of Marine and Fisher-
ies had completed surveys near the Lab-
rador coast during the course of that same
summer, and that they had allowed him to
establish beyond the shadow of a doubt that
Salmon Bay was in fact located in Quebec®?

On September 27, following this resolu-
tion, Inspector Bolduc received authorization
from the Postmaster General to open the
Salmon Bay post office and to appoint James
Brown as postmaster. Thanks to this inspec-
tor’s report we can establish with certainty
the date this North Shore office began oper-
ations in the Canadian postal service. It is
well to note that on first opening it was a
regular office, and that it changed status to
become a summer office beginning in 1924.

As far as the postal service at this office
under Newfoundland administration is con-
cerned, the results we have obtained from
consulting different editions of the Year Book
and Almanac of Newfoundland are as follows.
The first mention of this office appears in the
volume from the year 1887°. It is indicated
there that the steamboat Plover was to oper-
ate twice a month from July 10 along the
Labrador coast, between the offices at
Salmon River and Battle Harbour. In 1889
the way office of Salmon River was men-
tioned, located in the Labrador West district
and accountable to James Brown (Fig. 4).
This time the steamboat Conscript was to
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leave St. John’s, Newfoundland and would
sail along the coast twice monthly in order
to serve the different way offices’. The same
situation held in 1890. Finally, in 1891 the
way office of Salmon River no longer ap-
peared on the list.

In the course of our research we noted a
difference in the name of the office. Under
the Newfoundland administration we have
an office called Salmon River, while the
name shown on the postmastership card
for the Canadian office is Salmon Bay. It
was thus important to verify that these two
names referred to the same location. All is
brought together thanks to a letter incorpo-
rated in the report of Inspector Bolduc (Fig.
5). It had been sent from Salmon River, in
the Strait of Belle Isle, and bore the signa-
ture of James Brown, in charge of the way
office. Because of the imminent change in
the postal administration, Brown was ap-
plying to hold the same position for the new
Canadian office of Salmon Bay. Thanks to
this essential document we have irrefutable
proof that the post office names Salmon
River and Salmon Bay refer to the same loca-
tion. James Brown was an important person-
age in the village, since he was the agent in
Salmon River of the Job Brothers Company
of St. John’s, Newfoundland. This important
Newfoundland enterprise, founded in 1750,
was primarily involved in the production
and development of the fisheries®.

As far as a Newfoundland cancelling de-
vice is concerned, it seems that datestamps
for certain way offices in Labrador were
only produced from 1889°. They were first
produced for the offices of Battle Harbour,
Blanc-Sablon, and I’ Anse-au-Loup. It seems
that no instrument was used at the summer
office of Salmon River. Upon the opening
of the Canadian office a first datestamp



Figure 5. Letter of August 22, 1890 from James Brown applying for the position
of postmaster at the new office of Salmon Bay, Quebec. — Source: LAC'

was ordered from the Pritchard & Andrews
Company of Ottawa. Strikes of two daters
are found in the proof impression books, the
first has a date of October 31, 1892, while the

second is dated July 19, 1930 (Fig. 6). Oddly,
the first instrument was not produced for
almost two years after the office had passed
under Canadian control. It is very probable
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Figure 6. Proof impressions
of the datestamps used at the
Salmon Bay office.

- Source: J. Paul Hughes™

that the second handstamp was used right
up to the time the office was closed around
September of 1982, since a strike of August 1,
1975 has been recorded (Fig. 7).

The summer mails picked up from the dif-
ferent Labrador offices were carried by New-
foundland boats to St. John’s, and vice versa.
In winter, however, it was quite different: the
mail had to transit through Canadian terri-
tory (Fig. 8). This meant that the mail bags
sent from Labrador and destined for New-

Figure 7. Cover showing a 1975 impression of the
datestamp used at the Salmon Bay summer office.
- Source: Kevin O'Reilly collection

foundland had to be added to the Canadian
mail bags leaving from the Lower North
Shore. Transported by dog-sled, the mail left
over a long land route which was destined
for Bersimis. From there it arrived by other
modes of transport at the main post office
in Quebec City. After that the bags were

put on board the train leaving for Halifax,
and finally they arrived in St. John’s, New-
foundland by boat (Fig. 10). The return mail
travelled by the same route.

As far as the Canadian office of Salmon
Bay is concerned, transportation of the
summer mails was assured by sailing ves-
sels which visited the post offices situated
between Lourdes-du-Blanc-Sablon and
Natashquan®. However, Newfoundland
boats continued to coast along the Canadian
shore. In fact they visited the Canadian
offices located to the north of Harrington
Harbour and followed a course which saw
them stop at the different offices established
along the Labrador coast in order to gather
correspondence addressed to Newfound-
land. This service was in effect right up to
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Figure 8. Information on the winter mail transport of Labrador
— Source: A Year Book and Almanac of Newfoundland for 1895
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Figure 9.

Photograph of a dog sled of the
North Shore.

— Source: Michel Gagné collection

Figure 10.

Cover mailed from Labrador to
Newfoundland in the winter of 1895.
Source: Kevin O'Reilly collection
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1937%. Nothing had changed for the winter
mails; dog sleds continued in use. A bit later
icebreakers were used, and later still air
transport took over the task. <
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