





SORTING CANCEL USED BEFORE FREE ERA TYPEV
EARLIEST STAMPED COVER iN PRECURSOR ERA WITH SORTING CANCEL
Oval grid tying 3c small
gueen stamp and free W.O.
GRAND-AUNCE/N.B.
3/DECB/1872 (manuscript) by
double split circle cancel on _i»“"k:,. -_'r :n\%\
front, back with BATHURST TP
DE5/1872 transit cancel, s k{f‘?tl e
QUEBEC/QUE. PM/DE 16/72 P iy Q;';f".ﬁ 1
transit split circle cancel, o
MONTREAL/Q 8/DE 18/72 e
receiving interior split circle
cancel and SORTING cancel
8/DEC/18 (Houser type V)
indicating an 8 am delivery.
NEXT DAY DELIVERY
§{ ;’i"m' 4 Letter with a PAID3
54 ‘el handstamp and a free ST-
— LEONARD/Q 20/Fev
{(manuscript) split circle
cancel on front, back
stamped with a
MONTREAL/Q 9/FE22/72

reception (at 9PM) double
split circle cancel and a
Houser type V SORTING
cancel 8/FEB/22 for the first
next day delivery.

LAST REPORTED USE IN THE PRECURSOR ERA

Double split circle cancel
BATISCAN-BRIDGE/C.E.
SP11/1874 and PAID 3cts

(manuscript) on front and on
cancel
8/SEP/12 (Houser type V) used
18 days before the official
beginning of free home delivery
in Montreal for delivery at 8 am.

back a SORTING










SORTING CANCEL TYPEN

TYPE V-21 HANDSTAMP LAST DAY OF LISE M 15r PERIOD
F —

Small 1c drop rate cover with a
small queen stamp canceled by a
MONTREAL/QUE. 7/SP 7/77 split
circle cancel and back stamped
with a SORTING V-21 2/SEP/7

Tra, F # : / Z i 4 l-h‘-'f‘
cancel. {{ e \ ,M @/%r (7 w-nwzi;

%,
{ o a@e | / %y /
el Ut o
\"*».im..‘ - : % %

TYPE V-19 HANDSTAMP USED IN 157 PERIOD =8

Letter with 3c small queen =

tied by a segmented cork ~

fancy cancel, a faint free

B???TON-FALLS, ' QUE.

AP27/83 split circle, a iy

MONTREAL, UE. o ~
8/APL28/AM split Srcle L \t’

receiver and a SORTING
1/APL/28 V-19 cancel.
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TYPE V-19 HANDSTAMP USED IN 157 REVIVAL e e T

Postcard mailed to
Montreal with
PETERBORRO, ONT.
PM/JY19/87 inside split
circle dispatch, MONTREAL
QUE. 9/JUL20/AM split
circle receiver and a
SORTING 2/JULY/20 V-19
cancel. Received at 9am, it
was scheduled for delivery
in the second run.




SORTING CANCEL TYPEV

TYPE ¥-13 HANDSTAMP USED IN 2"° REVIVAL

Postcard from Oshawa

to Montreal with

OSHAWA ONT. DE22/88

circle dated stampanda
SORTING 1/DEC24/24 V-

19 cancel.

TYPE V=12 HANDSTAMP USED IN 3R° REVIVAL

e e oo ———

Postcard form Levis to
Montreal with LEVIS,
QUE. AP 8/89 circle dated
stamp and SORTING
1/APL/9 V-19 cancel.

Postcard from Nicolet to
Montreal with a NICOLET,
L.C. MR17/1881 split circle
dispatch cancel and a ,
SORTING 1/MAR/18 V-22
cancel.
















SORTING CANCEL TYPEI

in late November 1884, a HOUSER type | handstamp was introduced in Montreal; after 2 transition period it will
become the most used handstamp.

USED FROM: 1884-11-29 - 1903-04-04
~ FIRST DAY OF USE OF THE TYPE | HANDSTAMP

— -

The first reported use of a type | SORTING cancel is on November 29, 1884. Postcard with NEW

YORK/C NOV27/530PM duplex cancel, MONTREAL, CANADA 10/NO28/PM receiver and type |
SORTING cancel 1/N0O29/84.

CONCURRENT USAGE OF TYPESIAND V.

On December 1%, 1884, both types of cancels were used on the same day, a type | SORTING cancel
for the 1% delivery (1/DE1/84) and a type V-19L SORTING cancel for the 4™ delivery (4/DEC/1).
























DISTRICT CANCEL TYPE 1A

HEAD OFFICE -- MOURNING COVER

A mourning folded sheet addressed to 28 St-Antoine with a 1c small queen stamp tied by a
MONTREAL, QUE. 8/JA25/76 split circle and back stamped with a DISTRICT carrier mark cancel
CARRIER/HEAD-OFFICE Nol1/JA25. In 1876 people were confident in the fast delivery service of the
postal system; this mourning cover mailed on the 25 was announcing a next day funeral. (2™ of
3 known type 1A Head Office cancel).







DISTRICT CANCEL TYPE IB

HEAD OFFICE -- ERD
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Envelope inscribed North British & Mercantile Insurance Company addressed to Montreal
with a MONTREAL, C.E. 7/MR16/76 duplex tying a 1c small queen stamp paying the drop
letter rate; back stamped with a DISTRICT carrier mark cancel CARRIERS-STAMP/HEAD-

OFFICE 1/MAR/17.

HEAD OFFICE -~ LRD

Envelope addressed to Montreal with a R in oval tying a 3¢ small queen stamp, a free ST-
HYACINTHE, C.E. AP20/187(7) double split circle; back stamped with a MONTREAL, QUE. 1/AP20/77
split circle receiver and a DISTRICT carrier mark cancel CARRIERS-STAMP/HEAD-OFFICE 4/APL/20.

The HEAD OFFICE DISTRICT cancels stopped being used rather quickly; this can be explained by the fact that
as the letters did not have to be dispatched to another location for distribution in the business sector, there

was really no need to identify a destination.






DISTRICT CANCEL YPED

PERIOD OF USE OF THE TYPE 2 DISTRICT CANCELS

DISPATCH

DISTRICT HANDSTAMP TYPE ERU LRU NUMBER
UPPER LOWER 12020 4
CARRIER NORTH DIST 2 No4/FE21 (79) Nol/JA2(82) | X| X X
CARRIER WEST DIST 2 No2/MR25(79) | No2/MR6(82) | X| X| X| X
CARRIER EAST DIST 2 Nol/0C 2 (78) Nol/FE25(82) | X | X| X| X

NORTH DISTRICT - 1°7 DISTPATCH

Envelope addressed to City with a MONTREAL, QUE. 7/DE26/79 duplex tying a 1¢ small queen stamp
and a DISYTRICT carrier mark cancel CARRIER/NORTH DIST No1/DE 27.

NORTH DISTRICT — 2™ DISTPATCH

Postcard addressed to Montreal P Q. with a LACOLLE/C.E. JY6/1880 double spliit circle, a
MONTREAL/QUE 10AM/JUL 6/80 split circle receiver and a DISTRICT carrier mark cancel
CARRIER/NORTH DIST No2/JY 6.



DISTRICT CANCEL TYPE 2

NORTH DISTRICT ON REGISTERED MAIL ~ 4™ DISTPATCH — ERD

DISTRICT carrier mark cancels are rarely seen on registered mail as these covers were usually treated separately
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Registered envelope addressed to Montreal with a strait line REGISTERED tying a 3¢ small queen
stamp and a 2c RLS, free identical strike and an AYLMER/QUE. PM/FE20/79 split circle: back

stamped with a OTTAWA D/FE20/79 CDS transit, a MONTREAL/QUE FE21/79 CDS receiver and a
DISTRICT carrier mark cancel CARRIER/NORTH DIST No4/FE21.



DISTRICT CANCEL RYPEZ

WEST DISTRICT ~ 15T DISTPATCH

__:—_..—ga

Danish postcard addressed to Montreal Canada with a 44 in a double circle, a NAESTVED/2POST
25/6 CDS; back stamped with a K./OMB 1/26/6/81 CDS, a LONDON RU/IU29/81 CDS; a
MONTREAL/QUE 8AM/JUL10/81 split circle receiver and a DISTRICT carrier mark cancel
CARRIER/WEST DIST Nog1/JY 11.

EAST DISTRICT - 2"° DISTPATCH

Envelope addressed to Montreal Canada with a cork cancel tying a 3c USA stamp, a free
SPRINGHILL, MINN. AUG/10/4PM CDS, a MONTREAL, QUE. 8AM/AUG13/80 split circle receiver and
a DISTRICT carrier mark cancel CARRIER/EAST DIST No2/AU13.



DISTRICT CANCEL PERMANENT FEATURE

As the handstamps of type 1A and type 2 all print the N2 before the dispatch number, the next question
arises: is the N2 a permanent feature of the handstamps? The next 2 covers will answer that question.

NO N2 IN DISPATCH NUMBER — TYPE 1A

xsmé‘" //// %W

Cover addressed to Montreal with a geometric cork cancel tying a 3¢ small queen stamp, a free
GUELPH, ONT. AP25/78 split circle and back stamped with a DISTRICT carrier mark cancel CARRIER

WEST DIST (No)2/AP 26. (No absent)
N2 ROTATED 180° IN DISPATCH NUMBER — TYPE 2

%“M- o /dou»v’ |
Grkanio Qrev®:

{ 71,( m,,l4b“/6

/e 04-“/0.

Envelope addressed to Montreal P.Que. with KINGSTON CANADA AM/JA 21/82 duplex tying a pair
of 3c small queen stamps; back stamped with a MONTREAL CANADA 8/JA22/AM CDS receiver and
a DISTRICT carrier mark cancel CARRIER/WEST DIST Nol(rotated 180°)/JA23.






DISTRICT CANCEL TYPES

EAST DISTRICT — 157 DISPATCH — ERD

Postcard addressed to Montréal with a TORONTO, ONT. APR8/9PM/82 duplex; back stamped with
a DISTRICT carrier mark cancel 1/APL 11/E. The year can only be determined by the Toronto cancel
as no year can be found in the Montreal markings for 1892.

EAST DISTRICT — 2"° DISPATCH -- LRD

Envelope addressed to Montreal with a QUEBEC/CANADA PM/JA23/84 duplex tying a 3¢ small
queen stamp; back stamped with a MONTREAL/QUE. 10/JAN24/AM split circle receiver and a
DISTRICT carrier mark cancel 2/JAN 24/E. None of the Montreal cancels indicate the year in 1884.









DISTRICT CANCEL IYBES

NORTH AND EAST -- 2 DISTRICTS CANCELS

T

OMMERGIAL -,
‘x\\‘“\o“ 3 = Veg,
o0 ASSOCIATION, e,

MONTREAL .

Prepaid envelope addressed to City with a MONTREAL, CANADA. ?/JU 7/AM duplex and an
octagonal NOT CALLED FOR, MONTREAL. JUN30/83 cancel; back stamped with a DISTRICT carrier
mark cancel 3/JUN 7/N and a second DISTRICT carrier mark cancel 1/JUN 8/E. This cover was
dispatched to 2 districts because of an error in the address.

NORTH DISTRICT CANCEL TYING STAMP

—_—

Envelope addressed to Montreal with a DISTRICT carrier mark cancel 2/DEC28/N tying a 1c small
queen. As it is a 1c drop rate cover, it should have received a MONTREAL dispatch cancel; it should
at least have been caught at the sorting stage and receive a SORTING cancel; as no cancel was
applied when a DISTRICT carrier mark cancel was applied, the carrier used it to tie the stamp.





















RECEIVING HOUSE CANCEL TYRE]

WRH HANDSTAMP ON MAIL REENTERING POSTAL SYSTEM — TWICE — LRD

Cover from Berlin Germany addressed to Montreal; redirected at least 3 times in Montreal and
twice in Toronto. 20 pfennig stamp canceled by a WESBADEN/2N 22/6/91 CDS cancel; back
stamped with a MONTREAL/QUE. 10/JUL 2/AM split circle receiver, a I-17 SORTING cancel 2/JY
2/91, a MONTREAL/W R H 1/JY 2/91 type 1 RECEIVING HOUSE cancel, a second 1-17 SORTING cancel
4/1Y 2/91, a third I-17 SORTING cancel 7/JY 2/91 , a second MONTREAL/W R H 11/JY 3/91 type
1RECEIVING HOUSE cancel and finally a TORONTO/ONT. 9/JY 4/91 split circle receiver.






RECEIVING HOUSE CANCEL

N.R.H. RECEIVING HOUSE CANCEL USED ON REDIRECTED MAIL -- LRD
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Postcard addressed to 518 rue Cadieux with a MONTREAL CANADA 24/DE 11/94 duplex dispatch, a
SORTING type 1-17,5 MT/DE 11/94, a second SORTING 2(inverted)/DE12/94 (type 1-17) and a
MONTREAL/N.R.H. 8/DE12/94 type 2A RECEIVING HOUSE cancel. Second of 2 known copies.

RECEIVING HOUSE CANCEL

IYRPE 2B

N.R.H. HANDSTAMP ON MAIL REENTERING POSTAL SYSTEM --ERD

THE ADDRESS TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS

R.Rolland, Esq. -,

Postcard addressed to City with a MONTREAL, CANADA. SEP 7/21—0/1896 flag, a SORTING type I-

18 MT/SP 7/96 cancel, a MONTREAL/N.R.H. SP 8/8 type 2B split circle RECEIVING HOUSE cancel
and a second SORTING cancel type 1-18 3/SP 8/96.












RECEIVING HOUSE CANCEL TYPE 2B

E.R.H. HANDSTAMP USED ON REDIRECTED REGISTERED MAIL — TWICE

Cover addressed to Montreal with a R in oval tying an 8c small queen stamp plus a free strike, a ST-
ROCH DE QUEBEC, QUE. FE1/97 CDS, a strait line NOT CALLED FOR cancel, MONTREAL, CANADA.
FE1 5P5/97 hammer 3 squared circle precursor, back stamped with 2x ST-ROCH DE QUEBEC, QUE.
FE1/97 CDS, a QUEBEC, CANADA. PM/FE1/97 CDS transit cancel, a MONTREAL, CANADA. FE2 AS/97
hammer 3 squared circle precursor, a MONTREAL/E.R.H. FE 2/3 split circle RECEIVING HOUSE
cancel, a MONTREAL, CANADA. FE2 P6/97 hammer 4 squared circle, a MONTREAL/E.R.H. FE 2/10
split circle RECEIVING HOUSE cancel, a DEAD-LETTER-OFFICE, CANADA. FE??/1897 CDSand a REC'D
AT DEAD LETTER OFFICE, CANADA, 1/FE 16/97 CDS.
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