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1. Identify the localities served by a post office and the 
dates those offices opened
2. Identify the postmasters and their dates of 
appointment and departure
3. Identify the postal markings used in the period
4. Identify the "mail routes" and the private mail 
contractors
5. Other records on the postal service
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2. Identify the postmasters and their dates of 
appointment and departure

 The Quebec Almanac (1780–1841)
 LAC, RG4, B52: Commission of Inquiry into the 

Post Office series
 LAC, MG44B: Great Britain: General Post Office 

transcripts (1764–1848)
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3. Identify the postal markings used in the period
LAC, various fonds/records series for the period 1763 to 1851:
 RG4-A1: The Civil Secretary—Quebec and Lower Canada series, 

1759–1846 [3,867]
 RG4-C1: Canada East—Provincial Secretary, 1839–1851 

(300 volumes) [3,681]
 MG19-A2: Ermatinger family estate fonds, 

1763–1853 [868]
 MG23-GIII-3: Ruiter family fonds, 1793–1835 [46]
 MG24-B1: Neilson Collection, 1766–1858 [2017]
 RG4-B52: Commission of Inquiry into the Post Office series, 

1840–1841 [359]
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 (continued)
 MG24-G45: Salaberry family fonds, 1784–1828 [120]
 RG4-B22: Civil Secretary–Records relating to appointments of bailiffs, 

1768–1774 [106]
 RG4-B28: Quebec, Lower Canada, Canada East fonds, Application 

for Licenses, Bonds and Certificates, 1763–1867 [42]
 MG19-F1: Clauss family fonds, 1767–1854 [179]
 RG4-B36: Provincial Records: Canada East series, 1841–1854 [96]
 RG1-L3L: Quebec and Lower Canada – Land applications and related 

records, 1785–1841 [45]
 RG1-E15A: Quebec and Lower Canada: Board of Audit, 1782–1823 [400]
 MG23-GIII-6: De Saint-Ours family fonds, 1782–1838 [24]
 MG23-GIII-23: John and Thomas Nairne fonds, 1782–1865 [87]
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 (continued)
 MG24-D8: Philemon Wright 

and family fonds, 1811–1861 [1,350]
 RG8-C1: British Military and Naval 

records, “C” series, 1790–1850 [274]

 ____________________

 TOTAL: 
 17 fonds/series [13,561]
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4. Identify the "mail routes" and the private mail 
contractors

A) Mail routes
 The Quebec Almanac [1780, 1812]—1 route
 Table of Post Towns in the British Provinces in North America on the 

main Post Routes [1829]—9 routes
 Commission of Inquiry into the Post Office 1840–1841 (LAC, RG4-B52)—

24 routes
 Great Britain: General Post Office transcripts [1847] (LAC, MG44B)—

29 routes
 Scobie & Balfour’s Canadian Almanac [1849]—34 routes
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B) Mail contracts
 Great Britain: General Post Office transcripts, 1764-1848 [LAC, MG44B]

 Second Report of the Special Commission (…) into the Post Office, 
1832–1834

 Commission of Inquiry into the Post Office series, 1836–1844 
[LAC, RG4-B52]

 Mail Service Contract Registers, 1839–1851 [LAC, RG3, v. 684–685]

 Journals of the Legislative Assembly, 1851
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5. Other records on the postal service
a) Iconographic material—illustrations, photographs and signatures of 

postmasters:
 information taken from brochures and historical books, by locality; 

Web portal; historical societies; etc.
 signatures: extracts from archival records

(mainly RG4-A1 and C1 and RG4-B52)
 photographs of postmasters
 documentary art: watercolours and charcoals by period 

artists
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5. Other records on the postal service (continued)
b) Postal markings:
 extracts from LAC archival records (13,561 postal covers)
 extracts from BAnQ archival records
 extracts from private philatelic collections
 extracts from philatelic publications, such as DesRivières, Walker, 

Ewens, Poitras, Nolet, Charron, etc.
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5. Other records on the postal service (continued)
 Regulations issued for postmasters (1790, 1830s, 1845)
 Postal statistics: number of letters received per week for each post 

office between 1842 and 1848
 references to archival records and printed materials
 notes on postage
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Research findings:
a) 275 post offices

b) 750 postmasters (merchants, notaries, elected officials, physicians, 
justices of the peace, mayors, patriots,  etc.)

c) 900 different postal markings

d) Over 200 contractors

e) Postmasters’ signatures (550 out of 750)
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c) 900 different postal markings:
- date stamps: straight, broken circle, double circle, etc. 

(500 different markings)
- handwritten markings (325 different markings)
- related markings: "PAID, FREE, MONEY-LETTER, Too Late"
(75 markings)
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c) 900 different postal markings (continued):
LAC Cumulative Inventory
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d) Over 200 contractors
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e) Postmasters’ signatures (550 out of 750)[75%]
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In the works:

Bureaux et maitres de poste du Québec, 1763–1851
* * *

Publication expected in 2018!
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Some forthcoming sub-products:

Catalogue des marques postales du Québec, 1763–1867 (CMPQ) 
by Cimon Morin and Jacques Poitras

Published in 2016, Société d’histoire postale du Québec, 157 pages.
_________________________________________________________

Catalogue des marques postales du Québec, 1763–1981—Guide de 
numérotation
by Cimon Morin et Ferdinand Bélanger

Published in 2018, Société d’histoire postale du Québec, 100 pages.
_________________________________________________________

"La poste et les Rébellions de 1837–1838," in Bulletin d’histoire postale et de 
marcophilie by Michel Gagné and Cimon Morin

__________________________________________________________
"Les débuts de la poste à…,"  in Bulletin d’histoire postale et de marcophilie, 

Philabec, PHSC Journal, PSSC Journal, BNA Topics, Maple Leaves, Etc.
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